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Introducing 


The 


jflpplegale-Fairbaim 


It was a classic before the first prototype 
was made. Conceived of and designed by two 
of the greatest close-combat experts of all 
time. Built by a craftsman whose reputation 
for uncompromising quality is known 
throughout the world. The new Applegate- 
Fairbairn is possibly the most exciting com¬ 
bat knife to debut since World War II. 



OSS Major Rex Applegate (left) and 
British Capt. W. E. Falrbalm In 1943. 


Rich History 

In 1943, at the height of the war, OSS Major Rex 
Applegate and British Capt. W. E. Fairbairn came 
together to design an ultimate fighting knife for the 
Allied Troops. 

Both men were already legends. Capt. Fairbairn 
had been Commissioner of the tough Shanghai 
t Police for thirteen 
t years; he was au¬ 
thor of the stand¬ 
ard Individual 
Combat instruc¬ 
tion for the British 
Army, and, 
with E. A. 
Sykes, co- 
designer 
of the now 
legendary 
Fairbairn- 

Sykes Commando knife. Major Applegate had just 
published Kill or Get Killed, still considered to be the 
most definitive book on close combat and knife fight¬ 
ing ever published. 

Their purpose in joining forces was to design a 
more combat-worthy successor to the Fairbairn- 
Sykes Commando knife, which Capt. Fairbairn him¬ 
self had acknowledged was seriously deficient in 
three critical areas: (1) It was a "stabber,” not a 
"slasher”; the narrow, thick blade did not take the 
edge necessary for the best "thrust-slash” style of 
attack. (2) Combat reports showed that the 
Fairbaim-Sykes was weak and tended to break at the 
tip and cross guard area. (3) The round handle 
would slip in a sweaty palm; it was not possible to 
draw the knife and know, by feel, whether the cutting 
edge was in the proper position. 

The result of the collaboration between Applegate 
and Fairbairn was a pure fighting knife design that 
met every criteria of these demanding men. 

Due to the changing circumstances of war, the 
Applegate-Fairbairn never entered production. 
Capt. Fairbairn died a few years after the war, and 
the valuable Applegate-Fairbairn blueprints were 
left with Col. Applegate, where they remained in a 
trunk on his Oregon Ranch for the next thirty years. 


Enters Production 

Due to the resurgence of interest in fighting knives 
over the past few years. Col. Applegate decided to 
have his knife produced. In February 1980, after 
negotiations with leading knife works in England, 
Germany, Japan and all over America, the Colonel 
announced his decision to enter production of the 
Applegate-Fairbairn with T. J. Yancey of Estes Park, 
Colorado, a custom knifemaker known throughout 
the industry for his flawless craftsmanship. 

And today, 37 years after the original conception 
and design, after months of testing materials and 
perfection of prototypes, the Applegate-Fairbairn 
combat knife is available, in two special limited 
editions. 

Wfe believe you’ll agree that this exquisite weapon 
was worth the wait. 


The Blade 

As you would expect, the blade of the Applegate- 
Fairbairn is hand manufactured from the finest 
American made 154cm stainless steel. The length of 
the blade is sufficient for reaching vital areas deep in 
the body. The width and strength are correct for all 
thrusting and slashing combat maneuvers. The 
grind is gradual, and feathers out, enabling a razor 
edge and easy maintenance. The thickness is main¬ 
tained out to the point, so the risk of breakage is 
minimized. The tang is strengthened to withstand 
any conceivable combat abuse. 


What the Critics Say About T. J. Yancey: 

"An exceptional craftsman sometimes comes 
along who is so good that his name, like cream, 
rises to the top ." 

Jim Carmichel, Outdoor Life 

"Master knifemaker. ” 

Jack Lewis, Gun World 


The Grip 

The grip, made of virtually indestructible Lexan®, 
is designed for across the palm, fencer-type grip, 
which enables cuts, thrusts and slashes from all 
angles, The grooves running lengthwise on the han¬ 
dle are unique in knife design. They are of sufficient 
depth and width to enable the flesh of the palm to be 
compressed into them when held in a combat tense 
grip. This eliminates the ‘‘rolling” effect and, along 
with the thumb cross notches, insures thatthe blade 
is always in the cutting position in either hand. 

The Cross Guard 

The cross guard is curved toward the point, ena¬ 
bling the thumb to index in the correct hold. This 
forward curve prevents the knife from snagging on 
your harness or clothing when it is drawn. In the 
event of a one-on-one knife fight this curvature also 
engages the assailant’s blade in such a manner that 
it will not slide off. 

The Balance 

Balance and “feel” are all-important in a fighting 
knife, and there are differing opinions as to where 
the balance should be. The Applegate-Fairbairn fea¬ 
tures in-place lead weights that produce the recom¬ 
mended handle heavy combat balance. If you desire 
to change the balance you can adjust the weights to 
meet your particular preference. 


Limited Edition 
Presentation Model 



A numbered, limited edition Presentation Model of 
the Applegate-Fairbairn is also available at this time. 
The Presentation Model features an ivory Lexan® 
handle and comes in a custom built, solid wood 
case. Price for the first 100 serial numbers Is $500. 


The Value of Excellence 

What is the finest fighting knife ever made worth? 
You can own the custom made Applegate-Fairbairn 
Combat Knife for $350. It is not a cheap knife. In fact 
it’s probably the most expensive knife of its kind ever 
made. And you’ll appreciate that every time you 
draw it from its sheath, correctly position it in your 
hand, and experience the confidence it inspires. 

Unusual No-Risk Offer 

The only way to truly appreciate this exquisite 
weapon is toexamine it firsthand, and we’ll be happy 
to give you 15 full days to do just that. Show it to your 
friends and fellow knife lovers. Compare it to any 
other knife ever made, and read everything you can 
find on what a fine fighting knife should be. 

Then, within 15 days, decide. If the Applegate- '* 
Fairbairn is not everything we’ve led you to believe, 
send it back. We’ll return your complete purchase 
price and thank you for your time and interest. That’s 
how sure we are that you’ll treasure the Applegate- 
Fairbairn as one of your finest possessions. 

Now You Can Own (t! 

To order your own Applegate-Fairbairn plus 
exclusive Yancey multi-purpose sheath simply fol¬ 
low the easy instructions below. 

Here’s fair warning: A lot of excitement is being 
generated over the Applegate-Fairbairn. Yet pro¬ 
duction of this handmade knife is, by necessity, 
slow. To insure prompt delivery of your Applegate- 
Fairbairn we advise you to place your order imme¬ 
diately. All blades are serial numbered for 
production and quality control. 

If you appreciate the pride and excitement of own¬ 
ing a truly fine weapon, the Applegate-Fairbairn is 
for you. There isn't a better designed, better built 
pure fighting knife in the world. Order your 
Applegate-Fairbairn for a no-obligation 15 day 
examination today. 

The Applegate-Fairbairn 

Combat Model— 154cm stainless steel, dull parker- 
type finish (bright satin finish available upon 
request), black Lexan® handle, with multi-purpose 
sheath. Comes with copy of William Cassidy's fam¬ 
ous Complete Book of Knife Fighting , autographed 
by Col. Applegate. $350 

Presentation Model— 154cm stainless steel, mirror 
finish, ivory Lexan® handle, with solid wood case. 
Comes with autographed copy of Kill or Get Killed 
by Col. Applegate. $500 for first 100 serial numbers. 

TO ORDER: Credit card buyers simply call our toll- 
free number below and specify which knife you 
want. Or send a check or money order for the proper 
amount to the address below: 


WELLS CREEK 
KNIFE AND GUN WORKS 

Rt. 1, Box 22B, Dept. B 
Scottsburg, Oregon 97473 

CALL NOW TOLL FREE 

(800) 824-7888 operator #187 

In California: 

(800)852-7777 operator #187 

in Alaska and Hawaii: 

(800) 824-7919 operator #187 







♦♦ 



GET EVEN 2 Hayduke 

The Master of Revenge is at it again with this outrageous sequel to his underground 
bestseller: Get Even—The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks. Enemies beware! Get Even 
2 is an all-new selection of mind-boggling dirty tricks people pull to get even with big 
business bums, footloose spouses, crooked landlords—all manner of ripoff rats. 
Since the blockbuster debut of his first volume, Hayduke has been featured on 
numerous talk shows and in magazine articles. Tremendous public response 
ensued. People around the country flooded Hayduke’s mailbox with novel ideas . 
This inspiring volume is a product of public frustration. Read about: utility com¬ 
panies, sweethearts, animals, lawyers, drugs, the military, mass transit, and dozens 
more. Note: Get Even 2 is for entertainment purposes only. 5V6 X 8 Y 2 , hardcover, 170 
pp., ISBN 0-87364-213-9. Available April 1981 $9.95 


THE ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE 

by Frederick Hal Vice 
Leave the rat race behind and take 
the fast track to top money. Vice's 
rousing success story can be yours 
with this practical money maker s 
manual that goes far beyond petty 
pep talk and financial fairy tales. 
Solid guidelines, practical exam¬ 
ples, and real-life solutions—no 
get-rich-quick quackery. Dozens 
of case histories support the acces¬ 
sibility of economic independence. 
5V* X 8Mr, softcover. 120 pp. $7.95 


DONT BECOME THE VICTIM 

by Marcus Wayne Ratledge 
Jimmy Carter once called this book’s author "the 
most dangerous criminal in the history of Georgia 
Now Ratledge's inside story on practical crime 
avoidance is here Gives specific, down-to-earth 
details on how to avoid becoming the victim of 
muggers, burglars, con artists, car thieves, rapists, 
etc. A gutsy, real-life guide to effective anticrime 
measures by a reformed criminal and gifted writer 
5M? X 8V>, softcover, 120 pp $6.00 


THE REVENGE BOOK 

by Bob Smith 

Over the phone lines and through the mails, in the 
hands of messengers and on the backs of vermin. 
The Revenge Book tells you how to strike out anony¬ 
mously at those vexing individuals who make life 
miserable for you. Revengeartist Bob Smith paints a 
shadowy panorama of vengeance that is guaran¬ 
teed to enrage your victim's spouse, shock his 
neighbors and business associates, and in short, 
turn the world against him. This devilish concoction 
of trickery is offered for entertainment purposes 
only! 5M? X 8M?. softcover, cartoons, 90 pp $6.00 


mmm 

DOW® 



LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY 

by Dr. Bruce Clayton 
Who will survive the nuclear war 
that many experts predict is com¬ 
ing? Life After Doomsday tells you 
how to survive such a radioactive 
nightmare. Includes eye-opening 
information about shelters, food 
storage, home medical techniques, 
survival psychology, and shelter 
defense. 8VVx11, hardcover, charts, 
drawings, photos, 215 pp. $19.95 


COMBAT SURVIVAL 

Never before available to the public. An extremely 
useful, comprehensive training manual on physical 
and combat survival, training, and tactics. Our 
inside sources believe this manual is used to instruct 
the elite Strategic Air Service (SAS). Contains rare 
info on evading and silencing guard dogs, sabotage 
and intelligence gathering, survival navigation, 
primitive medicine, evasion and escape, animal 
traps and snares, and much more. 8Mt x 11, soft- 
cover, illus., 160 pp. $12.95 


GET 

EVEN: 



GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book 
Of Dirty Tricks 

An hilarious overview of the meth¬ 
ods people use to get even with big 
business, government, and plain 
old enemies. More sophisticated 
and Involved tricks are included, as 
devised by CIA and Mafia 
members, and political dirty trick¬ 
sters. Presents over 80 separate 
topics. 5W x 8M?, 180 pp., 

hardcover. $9.95 


MANTRAPPING 

by Ragnar Benson 

Explains how to use primitive traps to catch and kill 
that most dangerous animal: Man. Ragnar Benson, 
well known as the author of Survival Poaching, has 
based this gut-wrenching book on his personal 
mantrapping experiences in Africa, North and South 
America, and Cuba. You have to see this one to 
believe it! Details plans for over a dozen ingenious 
mantraps, such as the Malaysian Hawk, the Andes 
Mountain Trail Trap, and the Cuban Water Trap. A 
must for retreaters. 5’^ x 8M>. softcover, illus.. 88 pp. 

$8.00 



BLACK MEDICINE I & II 

by N. Mashiro, Ph.D. 

Volume I. The Dark Art of Death, 
is a thorough analysis of the hu¬ 
man body's vital points, and how 
to exploit them in hand-to-hand 
combat. Volume II. Weapons At 
Hand, presents 112 injury resistant 
parts of the body that are natural 
weapons, as well as 180 lethal 
makeshift weapons. 5Vi x 8M?, ac¬ 
tion photos, The Set: $16.00 
Each Volume: S8.00 


HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS I 

Fantastic, large format guide to making ar, smg or 
pistol silencer in the home workshop. Over 50 9" x 
12“ working machinists drawings are presented, all 
of superb quality. Shows step-by-step construction 
for three different-firearms silencers, all of very 
advanced design. Improvised materials and machin¬ 
ing techniques are suggested and the text is written 
clearly and concisely An excellent addition to your 
silencer bookshelf! Note: Home Workshop Silencers 
I is for entertainment and historical purposes only 9 
x 12, softcover illus.. 80 PP. $12.00 


THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
KARATE WEAPONS 

by Dr. Ted Gambordella, 4th Dan 
Defend yourself! And learn howto 
do it right with the only compre¬ 
hensive book on karate weapons 
ever published! Shows the proper 
usage and katas for seven lethal 
karate weapons, including nun- 
chuka, yawara sticks sai, fighting 
knife, tonfa, staff, and bo. 8V4 x 11, 
hardcover, 870 action photos, 

256 pp. $24.95 

NEW TITLES FROM 
THE ACTION LIBRARY: 


• -Ju-Jutsu And Judo ... $ 6.00 

• OSS Sabotage And Demolition Manual $18.96 

Not Available In CANADA 

• How To Kill, X, II, m, TV V (Bach. Volume3$6.00 

The Set. . $86.00 

• Shooting To Live. . $6.96 

• Silencers, Snipers 6* Assassins . $17.98 

• Underwater Demolition Training Manual . $ 9.98 

• To Keep And Bear Anns .. .$18.96 

• Close Shaves . . $ 8.00 

• The Code Book . .$ 6.96 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 



SURVIVAL 

POACHING 



SURVIVAL POACHING 

by Ragnar Benson 
Tells the survivalist how to collect 
wild game under any circumstan¬ 
ces. using Indian secrets. Shows 
specific poaching methods for 
deer, elk, bear, moose, beaver, 
mink, muskrat, trout, salmon, 
grouse, pheasant, ducks, and 
dozens more. Includes detailed 
plans for many traps, snares, dead¬ 
falls, etc. Truly a fascinating and 
useful selection. 5’4 x 8W, 250 pp.. 


hardcover, illus. 


$12.95 


BOOK OF THE NINJA 

by Chris Hunter 

The finest Ninja training manual 
available 1 Learn "The An Of Stealth" 
as practiced by the black-garbed 
Ninja spies of feudal lapan. his- 
torys most cunning J fearless 
assassins Provides a complete 
training course Covers Inpo. 
Tonpo. Mae-Gert. Harat-Geri. Seio 
Nage and much more Many pho¬ 


tos 9x7 90 pp itlus 


softcover 

$9.95 
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EULOGY TO A HUMANITARIAN 

E DGAR (Pop) Buell, a retired American farmer who engaged in a 15-year 
struggle against a communist takeover in Laos, is dead at the age of 67. 

Buell, who left his prosperous Indiana farm in 1960 to go to Laos as a farming 
consultant to the International Volunteer Service, rose to become the senior U.S. 
Agency for International Development (USAID) representative in the little, land¬ 
locked Southeast Aslan nation. He remained there until the North Vietnamese 
communist Pathet-Lao victory in 1975. 

Buell began by organizing relief efforts that aided hundreds of thousands of 
Muong tribesmen in the hills and mountains of northern Laos. In this capacity he 
became closely associated with Gen. Vang Pao, the only Muong general in the 
Royal Laotian Army and winner last year of the first annual Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine Bull Simons Award, bestowed on an outstanding Soldier of Fortune or 
on someone who has displayed remarkable bravery. 

Buell was once credited with obtaining food supplies, clothing and medicine that 
kept half a million Muong alive when the communists drove them from Laos’ Plain 
des Jarres. 

But Buell was an activist and not satisfied with limited refugee-aid work. He was 
Instrumental in helping Vang Pao organize a 5,000-man Muong-guerriila force that 
rescued shot-down American airmen and interdicted the Ho Chi Minh Trail, am¬ 
bushing North Vietnamese convoys and troops, thereby relieving communist 
pressure on U.S. forces fighting In Vietnam. 

After the communist victory in Laos, Bueli established himself in Bangkok, 
Thailand, where he once again organized relief efforts for the thousands of Muong 
fleeing from virtual genocide by the North Vietnamese. 

Buell died of unknown causes while on a short vacation in Manila. 

Pop Buell became the most respected American in Laos and one of the most 
respected in all Indochina. It is with regret that SOF bids farewell to this 
courageous man. 

ANOTHER “GOER AND DOER” 
JOINS SOF 

S OF is happy to welcome aboard Fred Reed: former Marine, avid scuba diver 
and, by his own admission, “the world’s worst parachutist.” 

Reed, 35, left college in 1966 to join the Marine Corps. Disabled by an eye injury 
from shrapnel while serving with an Amtrac company near Danang, he returned to 
and finished college. 

Reed then spent several years on the road both in the U.S. and abroad. 

Reed’s journalism career began when he covered the aftermath of the 1973 Arab- 
Israeli war for his hometown paper, the Free Lance-Star of Fredericksburg, Va. 

Then he found himself back in Southeast Asia — as a stringer for the Army 
Times . 

Reed was the last journalist to make the ammunition run from Vung Tao on the 
Mekong River to beleaguered, anti-communist Cambodian forces in Phnom Penh, 
from where he was evacuated when Cambodia fell to the Khmer Rouge, Cambo¬ 
dian communists. r 

And it would seem Reed had a penchant for being among the last out of cities 
falling to advancing communist forces. The same happened to him in Saigon. This 
time he brought with him a young Vietnamese woman who was in danger of being 
executed by the VC because of her work for American officials. He claims he ac¬ 
complished this by telling the State Department more lies in a shorter time than 
anyone else in history. 

Reed’s wanderings then took him to Taipei, Taiwan, where, as he puts it, “I liv¬ 
ed in the back alleys, learned half-assed Chinese, drank a lot of rice wine and tried 
to eke out a living as a freelancer.” 

Once again, Reed found himself back in the Land of the Big PX, where he work¬ 
ed on the Army Times staff until launching out into fulltime, freelance writing. He 
did this until recently joining SOF. 

Reed backs up his claim of being the world’s worst parachutist by the fact that he 
broke a leg on his first jump. His wife, a musician, landed without mishap. 

Besides being a scuba diver and physical-fitness buff, he speaks Spanish 
reasonably well. 

Reed says he was attracted to SOF because it is the only magazine on earth that 
wouldn’t bore him to death before lunch. 

Welcome aboard, Fred. 

x 


EDITOR/PUBLISHER 
Robert K. Brown 
MANAGING EDITOR 
Jim Graves 
EXECUTIVE EDITOR 
Bob Poos 
SENIOR EDITOR 
M, L Jonea 

SENIOR FIELD EDITOR 
N.E, MacDougaid 
ASSOCIATE EDITORS 
Cynthia E.D. Kite Fred Reed 

ASSISTANT EDITOR 
John Metzger 
PRODUCTION MANAGER 
Renee Gltchell 
ART DIRECTOR 
Craig Nunn 

ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTOR 
Mary Scrlmgeour Jenkins 
PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 
Patty de Benadet 


CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
SWAT 


Small Arms 
U, Col. Jeff Cooper 
Ken Haokathorn 
Handgun Hunting 
LeeE.Jurras 
Martial Arts 
Rafael Lima 
Randy Wanner 
Bob Taylor 
Paramedic Operations 
Dr, John Peters 
TerrorlsmfLatin America 
Jay Mallln 

ExplosIvesiDemolitions 
John Donovan 


Robert Allman 

Ludwig Nicholas Ladas II 

Aviation 

Walt Darran 

Dana Drenkoweki 

Rocky Kemp 

Military Aflalrs 

Capt. John Early 

Alexander McColl 

MaJ. LhL '‘Mike’ 1 Williams 

Wesf Coast, U.S.A. 

Marv Wolf 


Africa 
Al J, Venter 


Foreign Correspondent 
Galen L. Geer 


BUSINESS MANAGER OFFICE MANAGER 

Eugene A. Barron T.A. Greene 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
D. Powlsa 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
Cynthia E.D. Kite 
TYPOGRAPHER 
T, Edwin V. 

MAIL FOREMAN 
Reg Houlihan 

SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT 
SOLDIER QF FORTUNE 
Subscription Department 
P.O. Box 1397, Boulder, CO 60306 


NATIONAL ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 

"Sam” 

P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 440*0622 

ADVERTISING ASSISTANT 
Sharalott Currie 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISSN 0145-6784/US PS 120- 
510) Is published monthly by Omega Group Limited, 
5735 Arapahoe Avenue, Boulder CO 60303. (303) 
449*3750, Controlled Circulation Postage Paid At 
Denver, CO. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Subscription Department, 
P.O. Box 1397, Boulder, CO 80306. Subscription rates 
for twelve monthly issues: $24.00 — 2nd Class mall, 
U.S.A., Canada, Mexico. (Save 20% off Newsstand 
Price) $44.00 —* 1st Class (sealed envelope) U.S,A., 
Canada, Mexico. $48.00 — Airmail, Europe and Latin 
America. $54.00 — Airmail, All other countries. $30.00 
— Surface, All countries except U.S.A., Canada, Mex¬ 
ico. Single Issue Price — $2.50. 

CONTRIBUTORS: Manuscripts, photographs, draw¬ 
ings are submitted at the contributor’s own risk. 
Material should be mailed to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 
P.O. BOX 693, Boulder, CO 80306, and cannot be 
returned unless accompanied by sufficient postage. 
Any material accepted Is subject to such revision as Is 
necessary to meet the editorial requirements of SOF. 
Al! manuscripts must be typed double-spaced. Alt 
photographs should be credited and be accompanied 
by captions. Payment will be made at rates current at 
time of publication. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/SUBSCRIPTION PROB¬ 
LEMS: Six weeks notice Is required on all changes 
of address. Please include current malllng-laoe! 
Information with all correspondence. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE, Subscription Department, P.O. Box 
1397, Boulder, CO 80306. 

Copyright (C) 1981 by Omega Group Limited 
All Rights Reserved 


4 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


APRIL/BI 























SOLDIER OP FORTUNE 5 


GRINGO GENERAL 
IN HONDURAS 22 

Francis X. Sculley 

American SOF won Central American battles 
— but lost at home. 


EXCLUSIVE: ANOTHER 
SUCCESSFUL 
AFGHANISTAN 
TREASURE HUNT 24 

Jim Coyne and Bob Poos 

SOF nabs another Russian round and an anti¬ 
personnel mine. 

BETRAYAL IN 
NORTH KOREA 26 

Raymond J. Elledge 

Promises fade when politics step in. 


A NIGHT AT 

VILLA SALAZAR 32 

Capt. Jerry Lee 

Freddie's martial music strikes sour note. 


Page 24 


OUT THE DOOR! 56 

Madro Bandaries 

SOF’s convention jump wrap-up. 

EGO INTERFERES 
WITH MARSHALL'S 
MEMOIRS 62 

J.D. Coleman 

“SLAM” gets reviewed. 

SAS AT WAR 
IN MALAYA 66 

Leroy Thompson 

Exploding turtles for terrorists — specialty 
of the house. 


VC VALLEY 34 

Dean W. Scott 

Recon turns into fire fight in Que Son Valley. 


LET ’ER RIP! 36 

Joe Tragger 

SOF tries out new 'chute design. 

DEADLY OFF-DUTY 
WALLOP 38 

Matt Fredericks 

Detonics' .45 gives potent back-up power. 

AFGHANISTAN’S 
WINTER WAR 42 

David C. Isby 

Soviet objectives heat up current conflict. 


Bulletin Board. 8 

FLAK.12 

Combat Pistolcraft.14 

In Review.18 

It Happened to Me.20 

I Was There. 20 

Classifieds.92 

Advertisers’ Index.94 


AIRSHIPS COME 
OF AGE 46 

Marv Wolf 

Blimps may advertise a new air age. 


Page 46 


Page 26 




mt 


SOLDIER or FORTUNE 


APRIL/1981 


COVER: Veteran Mujahideen guerrilla of the 
Afghan National Liberation Front returns from 
night-ambush position near Jalalabad carrying 
RPG-7. See Afghanistan articles, p. 24, 42. 
Photo: Jim Coyne 


VOL. 6, NO. 4 


APniL/81 




























































r 


CUT AND SAVE FOR FUTURE SAVINGS I 


BAYONET BONANZA - ALL BRAND NEW! 


COLT 
AR-15/M16 
Bayonet & 
Scabbard 

Blade length: 7." Fea¬ 
tures: Wire cutter, 
razor back saw blade, 
belt attachments, 
sure-grip handle and 
tie-thongs. 



St-1 


$29.95 


COLT 
AR-15/M16 
Bayonet & 
Scabbard 

Blade length: 7." Fea¬ 
tures: Bottle opener, 
wire cutter, razor back 
saw blade, belt at¬ 
tachments, sure-grip 
handle, and tie- 
thongs. 




I 


SI-2 


$32.95 


COLT 
AR-15/M16 
Bayonet & 
Scabbard 

Blade length: 10" 
(Long). Features: Wire 
cutter, razor back saw 
blade, belt at¬ 
tachments, sure-grip 
handle, and tie- 
thongs. 



SI-3 


$37.25 


COMBAT 
KNIFE with 
Scabbard 

Blade length: 7." Fea¬ 
tures: Wire cutter, 1 
razor back saw blade, 
belt attachments, 
sure-grip handle, and 
tie thongs. 



SI-4 


$25.95 


COMBAT 
KNIFE with 
Scabbard 

Blade length: 10" 
(Long). Features: Wire 
cutter, razor back saw 
blade, belt attach¬ 
ments, sure-grip han¬ 
dle, and tie-thongs. 


SI-5 


$32.95 


CC 

a 

< 


SWISS SIG 
Bayonet & 
Scabbard 
Model 510-4 
7.62 NATO 

Blade length 7." Fea¬ 
tures: Wire cutter, 
razor back saw blade, 
belt attachment, 
sure-grip handle, and 
tie thongs. 


SI-6 



$29.95 


M4 CARBINE 
BAYONET 
with M8A1 
Scabbard 

U.S. Caliber .30 Ml 
Carbine. Blade length: 
6 V 2 ." Features: Belt s 
tachment, sure-grip 
handle, and tie- 
thongs. 


SI-6 



$19.95 


M5A1 
GARAND 
BAYONET 
with M8A1 
Scabbard 

U.S.Caliber .30 Ml 
Garand Rifle. Blade 
length: 6 V 2 ." Features: 
Belt attachment, 
sure-grip handle, and 
tie-thongs. 



SI-9 


$20.95 


COLT 

AR-15/M16 

M-7 

BAYONET 
with M8A1 
Scabbard 

Blade length: 6 V 2 ." 
Features: Belt at¬ 
tachment, sure-grip 
handle, and tie- 
thongs. 



SI-10 


$19.95 


COMBAT 
KNIFE M3 
Bayonet with 
M8A1 
Scabbard 

Blade length: 6 V 2 ." 
Features: Belt at¬ 
tachment, sure-grip 
handle,and tie thongs. 


SI-11 



$16.95 


G-3 RIFLE* 
(HK 91/93) 
Bayonet & 
Scabbard 

Blade length 6 V 2 ." 
Features: Belt at¬ 
tachment and sure- 
grip handle. 

•(NOTE: Bayonet adapter 
for rifle is separate. See 
ilem no. SI-20.) 


si -12 




$26.95 


G-3 RIFLE* 

(HK 91/93) 
Norwegian 
Model) 

Bayonet with 
M8A1 Scabbard 

Blade length: 614.” 
Features: Belt at¬ 
tachment and sure- 
grip handle. 

•(NOTE: Bayonet adapter 
for rifle la separate. See 
item no. St-20). 


SI-13 


L 

r 

I 

$26.95 


G-3 RIFLE* 
(HK 91/93) 
Bayonet & 
Scabbard 

Blade length: 10" 
(Long). Features: 
Woodgrain scabbard, 
belt attachment and 
sure-grip handle. 

•(NOTE: Bayonet adapter 
for rifle is separate. See 
item no. SI-20). 


SI-14 


$32.95 


COMBAT 
AUSTRIAN 
ARMY Knife 
and Scabbard 

Blade length: 6 V 2 
Features: Bottle 
opener, belt attach¬ 
ment and sure-grip 
handle. Colors: SI-15 
O.D. Green, SI-16 
Black. 



SI-15 

SI-16 


SI-17 


$14.95 


BELGIUM 
FAL Bayonet 
& Scabbard 

Blade length: 6Vt." 
Features: Belt at¬ 
tachment. 


$36.95 


GERMAN 
ARMY MK III 
Boot Knife & 
Scabbard 

Blade length 5." Fea¬ 
tures: Quick release 
safety snap, belt at¬ 
tachment, sure-grip 
handle, and leather 
scabbard. 


l 


SI-18 


$19.95 


BAYONET 
M14 RIFLE 
with M8A1 
Scabbard 

Blade length: 6 V 2 " 
Features: Belt at¬ 
tachment, sure-grip 
handle and tie-thongs. 



SI-21 


8,7 COLLECTORS' PRESENTATION CASE 


$169.95 


$20.95 


(not shown) SI-19 

New COLT AFM5/M16 
Bayonet with M8A1 Scabbard 

Blade length 6Y2." Features wire 
cutter, razor back saw blade, 
belt attachment, sure-grip han¬ 
dle and tie thongs. £25 95 


si -20 


G-3 Adaptor 

G-3 Adapter for 
SI-12, SI-13 and 
SI-14 for 
attachment of 
bayonet to rifle. 



$7.95 



6 different Bayonets & Scabbards are ready 
for your display. A must for every collector! 
Each case contains 1 each of the following: 


V%i 


Example of wire cutting 
capabilities of the world 
famous Eickhorn bayonet 
This feature available 
with the following models 
SI-1 SI-2. SI-3. SI-4. 
SI-5. SI-6. SI-19 


SI-1 COLT 
AR-15/MT6 

Bayonet & Scabbard 
Blade length 7 " Fea¬ 
tures: Wire cutler, razor 
back saw blade, sure- 
grip handle, and tie- 
thongs. 

Sf-10 COLT 
AR-15/M16 
Bayonet & Scabbard. 
Blade length: 6vy." Fea¬ 
tures: Belt attachment, 
sure-grip handle, and 
tie-thongs. 

Si-3 COLT 
AR-15/M16 
Bayonet & Scabbard. 
Blade length: 10" 

(long).Features: Wire 
cutter, razor back saw 
blade, belt attachment, 
sure-grip handle, and 
tie thongs. 


SI-4 COMBAT 
KNIFE 

Bayonet & Scabbard. 
Blade length: 7 " Fea¬ 
tures: Wire cutter, razor 
back saw blade, bell at¬ 
tachment, sure-grip 
handle, and tie-thongs. 

SMl COMBAT 
KNIFE 

Ba yonet & Scabbard. 
Bla de length: 7 " Pea¬ 
ces. Belt attachment, 
surft.grip handle, and 
•'•‘thongs 
S»;5 COMBAT 

knife 

“•Vonet & Scabbard 
B| ade. length: 10" 

(long). Features: Wire 
cblter, razor back saw 
blade, belt attachment, 
sure-gnp handle, and 
lie-thongs. 


i Sherwood International 

18714 Parthema, Dept.SOF4 
Northridge, CA 91324 


Order: Call toll FREE 800-423-5237 and use any 
major credit card. Mail cash, check or credit card 
number & expiration date. Minimum $ 10.00 order plus 
$2.50 for postage and handling. In Calif, add 6% tax. 
NO C.O.D. s. 

Questions: Call 213/349-7600 or drop us a letter & 
stamped, return envelope. 

Remember: Anyone can order! No license or permits 
necessary. 

Alt prices are subject to change without notice. 


Card No-- 


-_Exp. Date 


Address 

City_ _ 

Signature 


-zip* 


For Information call (213) 349-7600._ j 
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BROWNING 9mm HI POWER 
PISTOL HOLSTER 

Heavy-duty canvas. Metal interior 
pocket for magazine. Holster and 
magazine. New cond. $9.95 



COLT 1911/A-1 45 AUTO 
MAGS& LEATHER CLIP 
POUCH SET 

Heavy duty G.l. pouch with 2 Brand 
New .45 Auto. G.l. Magazines. 
Only $16.95. New Mags. $6.00 ea. 
Pouches $7.95 


30 ROUND MAGAZINES FOR 
THE RUGER* MINI-14 

Brand New. Manufactured and 
Guaranteed by Sherwood $12.95 
ea. 2 for $22.95. 

'Ruger Mini-14 is the registered trademark 
of Sturm, Ruger& Co. 


COLT MFG. M16/A1 UPPER 
RECEIVER 

Complete with forward assist 
plunger assembly. $74.95 Pivot 
pin to adapt M16/A1 upper re¬ 
ceiver to AR-15 lower receiver. 
$4.95 



GREY U.S.A.R FLYING 
JACKETS 

With International Orange inside 
liner intermediate weight MA-1. 
NYLON shell, steel zipper front. 
KNIT collar, cuffs, waistband. 100% 
poly. Reversible. XS, S, M, L. 
Brand New. Specify size. $44.95 
2 for $79.95 


A 


G.l. RAIN PONCHO 

Brand New. O.D, Green $19.95. 
2 for $36.00. Camo. Leaf $29.95. 
2 for $56.00 



0 COLT AR-15 & ARMALITE 180 
CARRYING CASE 

Heavy-duty canvas fully padded, 
full-length zipper, etc. Brand New 
$24.95.2 for $45.00. Car-15 $22.95. 
2 for $43.00 


DUMMY HAND GRENADES 
WITH MOVEABLE PARTS 

$4.95-2 for $9.00.10 for $40.00. 
Solid type $3.50-2 for $6.00 


PACHMAYR S NEOPRENE 
COVERED FLAT OR ARCHED 
MAINSPRING HOUSING 
FOR ALL COLT AUTO. 

PISTOL FRAMES 

9mm, .38 and .45 Auto. Please 

specify type. $9.75.2 for $18.00 



DnMPtu nqvv 45 AUTO 

SHOULDER HOLSTER 

Orig. G.l. issue $19.95.2 for $35.95 


0© 

CANTEEN 

G.l. Orig. Plastic, New $2.00 
CANTEEN COVERS 

G.l. Orig. Nylon, New $6.50. 
Complete Set $7.95 

H 

USMC CAMOUFLAGE 
ymiTYCAPS MIL-C-813E 

Type II. Specify XS, S. M, L. XL 
$4.95. 2 for $9.00-3 for $12.00 


* 

US 

CJ 


ORIG. G.l. COLT AR-15/M16 
30 ROUND MAGAZINES & 
POUCH 

30-Rnd. Magazines $6.50. 3 for 
111 $18.00. Pouch (holds 3 mags.) 
$5.95. Complete set (3 mags, and 
pouch) $22.95._ 



.30 CAL. M-1 CARBINE 
60 RD. MAG. ASSEMBLY 

Contains 2 30-round magazines 
and clip holder. $10.95. Clip holder 
only $3.95. Mags only $4.00 each. 


M-60 MACHINE GUN SLING 

> M-60 Machine Gun padded sling 
1Also fits HK-91/93. $5.95. 



ORIGINALG.t. CAMOUFLAGE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 

Latest G.l. issue 

Nylon/cotton con. and Quarpel 
Water Repellant. Hideaway zipper 
and hood included. Available in S, 
M, L or XL sizes. (Specify size) 
$49.95.2 for $89.95 
Original G.l. 100% Nylon & Poly. 
Cold Weather liners for above 
$19.95.2 for $35.95_ 


100% COTTON TIGER 
STRIPED JUNGLE 
UNIFORMS $29.95. 

2 for $49.95. 

Army Specified #834-000-6710 
Avail. S, M, L._ 



U. S. ARMY LC-1 (Alice Pack) 
Complete with LC-2 aluminum 
frame. Brand new U.S. Gov't, issue 
— Nylon construction —O.D. 
Green. $109.95 


> 


ORIG. U.S. AIR FORCE 
SUNGLASSES 

14K Gold Plated. Impact resistant 
DLA 10Q-78-C-0634 MIL-S-25948 
Complete with carrying case 
$22.95.2 for $39.95_ 



COLT AR-15 HUNTING OUTFIT 

1. Scope mount with 1 " rings. 
Heavy duty $14.95. 2. Scope 
mount with 1" rings and Bushnell 
4X scope $54.95. 3. Same as 
above with 3x9 variable scope 
$67.95. Install in seconds. No tools 
required. A must for every owner 
of a Colt AR-15._ 



GERMAN ARMY MKIII 

Boot Knife and Scabbard. Blade 
Length: 5". Quick release safety 
snap, belt attachment, sure-grip 
handle and leather scabbard. SI-18 
$19.95 


ORIGINALG.I. FLASHLIGHTS 

Indestructible two-cell extra¬ 
heavy-duty flashlight. O.D. color. 
$4.95. 6 for $24.00 12 for $42.00. 
Model No. MX-991-U. FSN 6230- 
264-8261 U.S. Army. 



PRACTICE RIFLE 
GRENADE M31 

Original G.l. Completely safe and 
legal. NO POWDER! An ideal item 
for Military collectors. $9.95.2 for 
$18.00 


1. Barrel New Coll Mfg.$35.00 

3. Bushing, barrel. 6.80 

4. Bushing, stock screw .... .75 

5. Cap, Mainspring ..75 

6 . Catch, Magazine ....... 4.00 

7. Disconnector. 4.00 

8 . Ejector. 4.00 

9. Extractor. 8.60 

10. Guide, recoil spring ..... 4.00 

11. Hammer. 9.50 

13. Housing, mainspring (arched) 12.00 

14. Housing, mainspring flat... 10.00 

15. Link, Barrel. 1.50 

16. Lock, mag. catch...... 1.00 

17. Lock, safety (thumb). 10.00 

18. Magazine, New G.l. 6.00 

19. Mainspring. 1.00 

20. Pin. barrel, link.75 

20A. Pin, retainer lanyard loop.. .50 

21. Pin, ejector... .75 

22. Pin, firing.. 2.25 

23. Pin, hammer.. .75 

24. Pin, hammer strut.75 

25. Pin, mainspring cap.75 

26. Pin, mainspring housing... .75 

27. Pin,sear... . .75 

28. Plug, recoil spring. 2.00 

29. Plunger, safety lock. 1.00 

30. Plunger, slide stop___ 1.00 

31. Retainer, housing pin.75 

32. Safety grip (long tang).... 10.00 

34. Screw, grip...75 

35. Sear. 6.00 

36. Sight, front. 2.00 

37. Sight, rear... 2.50 

39. Spring, firing pin.90 

40. Spring, mag. catch.75 

41. Spring. Plunger 

(slide, stop & safety)... .75 

42. Spring, recoil . 1.00 

43. Spring,sear. ..._ 1.40 

44. Stocks (grips), wood. 11.00 

45. Stocks grips, plastic .... 10.00 

46. Stocks (grips) wood diamond 

design. 13.00 

46A. Stocks (grips), wood target. 19.95 

47. Stop, firing pin. 2.25 

48. Stop, slide ... 13.00 

49. Strut, hammer. 1.50 

50. Trigger. 13.00 

51. Trigger, long w/stop 

Natl Match. 8.95 

52. Tube, plunger 

(slide, stop & safety)... 4.50 

rnmsmmsmssmm 

58. 10 Pocket Ammo Belts, 

New. 14.95 

59. 10 Pocket Ammo Belts, VG , 9.95 

60. Brush, cleaning brass 

.30 cal. 10. 2.00 

61. Oil and thong set, plastic.. 3.00 

62. Oil and thong set, metal... 5.00 

63. Eight round clips. 3 lor_ 2.00 

66 . Sling, web G.l. (isiew). 2.50 

69. Combination tool w/chamber 

cleaning brush... 4.95 

70. Combination too! w/o 

chamber cleaning brush, 2.00 

71 A. Blank firing device, orig. G.l.. 8.50 

72. Bore cleaner G.l. 2 oz. cans. 

3 each. 1.00 

73. LSA Weapons Oil, 

4 oz. bottle. 2.00 

74. Cleaning rod 5 piece 

w/combo tool in handle, 
new type M-10 ,. 3.00 

75. Winter trigger assembly... 3.95 

77. Technical manual. 4.00 

80. Ruptured cartridge extractor. 1.50 


SMALL 
ARMS OF 
THE WORLD 4 i 

Over 700 pages Jr rf^- v 
with approx. 

2,000 descriptive photos. 

11 th revised hard bound 
edition. Regularly $25.00 
Now only $18.95. + S3.00 Post. 


Aperture, rear sight 
Arm follower 

Band, lower. 

Barrel. New 3006 .. 

Base, rear sight_ 

Bolt, complete. 

Bolt, stripped 
Cap, butt plate.... 
Catch, operating rod 


10. Cover, rear sight. 

11. Cylinder, gas. new ....... 

11 A. Cylinder, gas, used. 

12. Elector w/spring. 

13. Ejector, clip... 

14. Extractor. 

15. Fenule, stock w/swivel,.. 
15A. Ferrule, front hand guard... 

16. Follower, complete. 

17. Guard, hand front new walnut 
17A. Guard, hand front new birch. 
1 7B. Guard, hand front used birch. 
17C. Guard, hand front used walnut 

18. Guard, hand rear walnut new 
18A. Guard, hand rear birch new . 
18B. Guard, hand rear used walnut 
18C. Guard, hand rear used birch. 

19. Guard, trigger, milled. 

20 . Guard, trigger, stamped... 

21. Guide, bullet.. 

22. Hammer. 

23. Housing, hammer spring ... 

24. Housing, trigger, Stripped.. 

25. Knob, elevating complete 

rear sight, old style.... 

26. Knob, elevating complete 

rear sight, new style . .. 

27. Knob, windage complete 

rear sight, old style_ 

28. Knob, windage complete 

rear sight new style .... 

29. Latch clip.. ... 

30. Lock, gas cylinder.. 

31. Pin, clip latch. 

32. Pin, firing. 

33. Pin, follower arm . 

34. Pin, hammer. 

35. Pin, lower band 

36. Pin, trigger. 

37. Plate butt assembly. 

38. Plunger, extractor w/spring . 

39. Plunger, hammer spring ... 

40. Rod,follower. 

41. Rod, operating, New .. .. 

41 A. Rod, operating, Used. 

42. Safety. 

43. Screw, butt plate long.... 

44. Screw, butt plate short_ 

45. Screw, front sight....... 

46. Screw, gas cylinder lock, 

new style. 

46A. Screw, gas cylinder lock, 
old style. 

47. Screw, stacking swivel ... 

48. Sight, front. 

49. Spring, clip latch . 

50. Spring, hammer... ... 

51. Spring, operating rod. 

52. Stock w/metai (no hand- 

guard, used, excellent 

condition, walnut. 

52B, Stock, new walnut without 
handguard or metal.... 
52C. Stock, new birch without 
handguard or metal.... 

53. Stock, used walnut. 

no metal. 

54. Swivel, butt.. 

55. Swivel, stacking. 

I 56. Trigger and sear. 

1—r im i iiin i 


3.25 
3.00 

99.95 

3.50 
15.00 
12.50 

1.25 

5.00 

2.00 

12.50 

7.50 
2.00 

2.50 
3.00 
3.00 
2.00 

4.25 
10.00 
10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

10.00 

10.00 

5.00 

5.00 

7.50 

4.50 

2.25 

4.50 
4.00 
10.00 

2.00 

4.00 

3.50 

4.00 

4.50 
5.00 
2.00 
3.00 
1.00 
1.00 

.75 

1.00 

Iffi 

2.00 

2.00 

25.00 

18.00 

8.00 

1.00 

.75 

1.00 

4.00 

3.00 

1.00 

3.50 
1.00 
1.00 

2.50 


53. Holster, Hip, New. G.l. 

53B. Holster, shoulder M3 (new) 

import.. 

53C. Holster, shoulder M7, 

new Gl. 

54. Screwdriver, 45 Auto., 10 for 
57. Mag. pouch set incl. 2 mags. 

& pouch Canvas..... 

64. Brass bore brush.... 

65. Bristle bore brush M6 

w/wire handle. . 

66 . Technical Manual. 


19.95 

59.95 

49.95 

15.95 
2.25 
1.50 
150 

* 15.00 
9.95 

19.95 
2.00 

m 

2/2,50 

5.00 


Ml .30 GAL. CARBINE 


1A. Barrel, new, complete, 

Orig. G.l.$6995 

2. Band assembly front 

w/bayonolug. 10.00 

4. Bolt, Complete. Ml. 20.00 

4A. Bolt, Stripped, Ml. 17.50 

6 . Catch, magazine, Ml. 2.50 

7. Catch, magazine, M2 . 4.00 

8 . Ejector assembly w/spring. 2.50 

9. Escutcheon recoil plate 

screw. 1.50 

10. Extractor. 4.00 

11. Guide operating slide spring. 5.00 

12. Hand guard, (wood), new ... 7.50 

12A. Hand guard, (wood), used.. 5.00 

13. Hand guard (metal ventilated) 5.00 

14. Hammer. 5.00 

15. Housing,Trigger,Ml,Stripped 25.00 

16. Key, front sight. 2.00 

17. Magazine 15 round .. 3.00 

18. Magazine, 30 round. . 4.00 

19. Magazine, 5 round...... 3.00 

20. Nut. Gas Piston. 2.50 

21. Pin, firing. 4.00 

22. Pin, front sight. 1.00 

23. Pin, hammer. 1 50 

25. Pin, trigger housing 1.50 

26. Pin, trigger.. 1,50 

27. Piston, gas. 4.00 

28. Plate, butt. 4.00 

29. Plate, recoil.. 5.00 

30. Plunger extractor w/spring. 2.25 

31. Plunger, hammer spring ... 2.25 

32. Plunger, magazine catch 

w/spring. 2.25 

33. Plunger, safety w/spring .. 2.25 

34. Safely, flip type.... 3.50 

35. Safety, button type ...... 3.00 

36. Screw, butt plate . .50 

37. Screw, recoil plate. 2.00 

38. Sear. 4.00 

39. Sight, front. 5.00 

40. Sight, rear adjustable, com’l. 7.50 

41. Sight, rear adjustable, G.l... 12.00 

42A. Slide operating M-1. 25.00 

43. Spring, band retaining .... 2.00 

44. Spring operating slide. 2.50 

45. Spring, operating siidestop . 1.00 

46. Spring, sear. 1.50 

47. Spring, trigger. 1.50 

47A. Spring, hammer. 1.50 

49. Stock, used, excellent, walnut 15.00 

49A. Stock, used good .. 10.00 

49B. Stock M2, used good . 12.00 

49C. Stock M2, used excellent.. 17.50 

50. Stop, operating slide. 2.50 

51. Trigger.. 5.00 

52. Brush .30 cal. brass cleanlngl0/2.00 

53. Oiler (sling holder). 1.00 

55. Sling and oiler (holder)_ 3.00 

55A. Sling, New. 2.25 

55B. Sling. Used. 1.25 

56. Pouch, magazine 15 round, 

holds two mags. Belt type 1.50 

57. 30 Rd. Magazine Pouch ... 4.95 

58. Pouch, magazine, 5 round, 

holds four mags. 1.50 

59. Cleaning rod b Pc. M-10... 3.00 

60. Bore cleaner G.I., 

3.2 oz. cans. . __ 1.00 

61. LSA Weapons Oil, 

4 oz. bottle. 2.00 

62. Carrying case w/zipper 

corn! heavy duty. 7.95 

65. Piston nut wrench. 2.00 

65A. Piston nut wrench w/2 & 

3 slot end. 4.00 

66 . Folding stock commercial.. 49.95 

67. Stripper clips.5/2.50 

69. Magazine dust covers, rubber 5/1.00 

70. FlashHider. 13.00 

73. Muzzle brake. 13.00 

74. Scope mount (without rings). 13.00 

74A. Scope mount with 1" rings . 18.95 

75. Technical manual. 5.00' 

76. Canvas muzzle covers.... 1.00 

77. Bayonet M4 & Scab. 

New Mfg. 19.95 


BAYONET BONANZA 

ALL BRAND NEW! 


Ml Carbine Bayonet & Scabbard 

SI-8 


$19,951 


Ml Garand Bayonet & Scabbard 

SI-9 


M14 & MIA Bayone1|& Scabbard 

Si-21. 


$20.95 


$20.95 



AR-15/M16/AR-180 Bayonet & Scabbard $19.95| 
SI-10 



Adapten^ttact^M^toJHI^1/93Rifl^7^5 


98 Mauser Bayonet & Scabbard 
(Rare Israeli marked) used exc. 


$29.95 


ALL BRAND NEW! 2 

1 '^ USTA8LE 

SUSPENDERS^^JrfjTVr CASE 

Til It ftfU INTRENCHING 4, 

3 CANTEEN tt) k CARRIER 

PISTOL 30 ROUND 

g BElt J~ MAGAZINE pouch 

COMPLETE LC-1 NYLON VIETNAM 
COMBAT HARNESS ASSEMBLY 

1 . Adjust Suspenders,* Nylon.$12.95 

2. First Aid Dressing Case*... . $ 3.00 

3. Plastic canteen & cover*.$ 8.50 

4. Intrenching Tool Carrier,* Neoprene $ 4.50 

5. 2 M-16 30-Rnd. Mag. Pouches*.$ 11.90 

6 . Pistol Belt* Nylon...$ 9.95 

*Each item can be ordered individually. 
Purchase complete LC-1 Outfit and save 

over $8.00 .only $42.80 

m 

Order: Call toll FREE 800-423-5237 and use 

any major credit card. Mail cash, check or credit 
card number & expiration date. Minimum $ 10.00 
order plus $2.50 for postage and handling. In 
Calif, add 6 % tax. NO C.O.D.s. 

Questions: Call 213/349-7600 or drop us a letter 
& stamped, return envelope. 

Remember Anyone can order! No license or 
permits necessary. 

All prices subject to change without notice. 

Card No_Exp. Date_ 

Name_ 

Address _ 

City_ 

Signature _ 


_State_ 


For information call (213) 349-7600. 


































































































































































SURVIVAL - NOW 

ITS HOW WE MAKE OUR LIVING 
WE DO IT WELL 

FOOD STORAGE (Long term): 
Freeze dried and dehydrated (from 
steaks to ice cream) also: Nitrogen 
packed whole grains, legumes and 
seeds 

—PLUS — 

Camping equipment 
Cross Bows 

Fuel Storage Prod. Grain Mills 
Water Purification Dehydrators 
Fallout Shelters Including 
Suits, Filters, Blowers, etc. 
Books—From A to Z & More 
Direct Service to 48 States 
Catalog —$2.00 

Freeze-Dried Sampler $28.70 ppd 

(11 entrees, meats, fruits, and 
snacks. 2 + serv. per pouch) 

“OUR EXPERIENCE 
MEANS YOUR SURVIVAL” 

SURVIVAL & NATURAL 
FOOD STORES 
349 Center St., 
Chardon, OH 44024 
(216) 286-9293 


Cheap 

Shot 



)ooo( 


v \i 


Cut the cost of shoot¬ 
ing with do-it-yourself 
ammo. Learn how to 
bring fired shells back 
to life again and again. 
It’s easy ... it’s fun ... 
and it makes a lot more 
shooting a lot more 
affordable. Send $1.00 
for introductory book¬ 
let to NRMA-Suite 300, 
1221 S. W. Yamhill, 
Portland, OR 97205. 



PUSCM® ill 

mMimm 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 

by Bob Poos 



P HOTO 

SWITCH ... 

Peter G. Kokalis, marketing direc¬ 
tor for Dillon Precision Products, 
writes: “We were pleased to note your 
fine coverage of our new RL 300 pro¬ 
gressive loading tool in the Adventure 
Quartermaster column in your Janu¬ 
ary 1981 issue. The response has 
been absolutely phenomenal from 
your loyal readers (of whom I happen 
to be a charter subscriber.) However, 
the photograph [used] was that of the 
RL 1000, a professional tool which 
costs considerably more than the RL 
300. I hope that you might be able to 
correct the error.” SOF is happy to do 
so.—The Eds. 


¥ 



RL 300 


C LUES CONCERNING 

SOVIET STRENGTH ... 

Last fall during the Reagan-Carter 
presidential campaign, the Soviet 
Union held its most portentous 
military exercise in more than a 
decade. 

What is important about the War¬ 
saw Pact wargames is that, during 
them, they simulated the firing of the 
SS-18 strategic missiles — and then 


the reloading of the silos with new 
projectiles. 

In order to grasp the significance of 
this, it should be noted that the SS-18 
is by far the largest nuclear missile in 
the world. The 308 “heavy” missiles 
permitted to the Soviet Union under 
SALT II carry more destructive power 
than the entire U.S. Minuteman force. 

The SALT treaty negotiated by Jim¬ 
my Carter and Paul Warnke would ban 
the U.S. from producing or deploying 
such “heavy” missiles. 

The clear meaning of the Soviet 
maneuvers is that they have, in fact, 
more than the 308 heavies they are 
permitted. 

Furthermore, the treaty does not 
limit missiles but missile launchers 
— the silos. It prohibits a capability 
for “rapid reload” and, since the 
reload exercises took from two to five 
days, there will be much debate about 
just what is considered rapid. 

Intelligence sources now know that 
the Soviets have built SS-18s not just 
for the silos but for stockpiling also. 
And the intelligence people have no 
idea how many the Soviets may have 
hidden in “warehouses.” 

What this all means is, of course, 
that America faces a potentialfy enor¬ 
mous shift in strategic nuclear bal¬ 
ance — all thanks to former President 
Jimmy Carter, 

And other examples have surfaced, 
indicating the Soviets apparently 
violate treaties at will and without 
conscience. 

The 1979 epidemic of anthrax, for 
example, indicates to intelligence 
analysts that the Russians have sys¬ 
tematically violated the treaty on 
biological-warfare experiments. 

They have apparently violated more 
than once the 1974 Threshold Test 
Ban Treaty which limits testing to 150 
kilotons, U.S. sensors have indicated 
that Soviet experiments have run 
from 110 to 440 kilotons, with one 
giant estimated at 640 kilotons. These 
are only estimates because America 
lacks the sophisticated monitoring 
devices that could accurately gauge 
Soviet nuclear tests. We don’t have 
them because the former president 
didn’t want them. 
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Other treaty violations reported by 
reliable sources include: 

Tests of SA-10 and SA-5 radars 
against re-entry vehicles — a viola¬ 
tion of SALT I. Tests of a cruise 
missile with a range of more than 600 
miles from the Backfire bomber 
which would violate SALT II as long 
as the Backfire is not considered a 
heavy bomber. 

All these indicate the Soviets’ ab¬ 
solute contempt for treaties. The 
question, then, is: Why negotiate 
treaties with them regarding de¬ 
fense? 

N icaraguan 

“PLOTS” ... 

British mercenary John Banks, best 
known for recruiting English meres 
for Angola, has testified that former 
President Carter and his security ad¬ 
visers were behind a plot to assas¬ 
sinate Nicaraguan President Anastas- 
io Somoza just before his overthrow 
in 1979. 

Banks’ testimony came during his 
trial in London for attempted extor¬ 
tion from the Nicaraguan Embassy of 
$250,000 to stop the alleged plot. 

Banks said he was contacted by a 
CIA agent who named Somoza as an 
assassination target and asked if 
Banks was interested in leading a hit 
team. 

Banks said the agent, whom he 
identified as a “Colonel Sturgess,” 
told him American security people 
wanted Somoza eliminated so that a 
moderate government could come in 
that would not be dominated by 
Cuban communists. 

Banks said, however, that the 
chosen “hit men” did not want to take 
out a right-wing president, and he was 
chosen to expose the operation to the 
then Nicaraguan authorities. 

A spokesman for the former Presi¬ 
dent called the allegations “too ab¬ 
surd to comment upon.” 

S idewinders 
new home ... 

People wishing to inquire about 
the “Sidewinder” submachine gun 
should no longer address letters to in¬ 
ventor Sid McQueen. The exclusive 
manufacturing and sales rights to it in 
North America have been acquired by 
Craig Improved Armaments, Inc., 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 595, Coushatta, 
LA 71019. The firm also publishes a 
periodic newsletter on the “Side¬ 
winder,” which it will be happy to 
send to persons interested in this 
unusual weapon. 

McQueen says he still receives in¬ 
quiries about the gun weekly, despite 
the fact that it has been more than a 
year since the last article on it was 
published in SOF. 

Continued on page 64 
APRIL/81 


Meet the Master of 

GIN CONCEALMENT 



John Bianchi, holster maker supreme and former police 
officer, has designed and made more holsters than perhaps any 
man in history. The reason is simple: countless thousands of 
satisfied repeat customers around the world, spanning the last 
quarter of a century. Customers whose needs for quality, 
dependability, and unique design caused them to select BIAN¬ 
CHI time after time. Uniformed patrol officers, detectives, nar¬ 
cotic agents, the U.S. Border Patrol, and countless foreign and 
U.S. Government law enforcement agencies have depended on 
BIANCHI to deliver the very best gunleather available. When 
quality and performance come before price, BIANCHI is the 
Number One choice, with over 100 holsters, belts and ac¬ 
cessories to choose from. This includes uniform holsters, 
shoulder holsters, concealment holsters, and field holsters. 
BIANCHI GUNLEATHER, the world standard by which all 
gunleather is judged. If you have the need, BIANCHI has the an¬ 



swer. BIANCHI GUNLEATHER for the serious 
shooter. At Authorized Dealers worldwide. Com¬ 
plete full-color catalog $1.00. 


uvj uutadjiiu tm 

100 Calle Cortez, Dept. SOF481, Temecula, California 92390 
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FINEST QUALITY! Original Military Spec. 100% Virgin Wool. 

Fully lined, LEATHER SWEAT BANDS. 

Regimental Stiffener for Flash. 
Ideal protection year round. Widest selection 
anywhere. Protected name tag inside, Same as 
N.A.T.O. Armed Forces use. Move to the Beret look 
and observe the admiring glances! 
State Hat Size or Head Measurements 
Colors—Special Forces Green, Ranger Black 
Airborne Red, & Maroon 


Latest Imported Price from Canada $13.99 
U.S. Official Camouflage Berets. $10.99 


MILITARY BERETS 


RAPPELLING ROPE 


STARSTROBE 


CRITICAL APPLICATION 


A must for all outdoors People 



$49.95 ppd. 

Should you climb with Seconds 
or irregulars??? 




C9000 


$24.95 ppd. 


The all purpose Distress Signal Light! 
Brilliant Flashing Light. Safe to use in¬ 
side or on top of vehicles. Can be 
hand held. 360° long distance visibil¬ 
ity. Waterproof — floats upright. All 
solid state. Uses 2 C-ceil batteries. 


This is genuine U.S. Army climbing and rappelling 
rope. U.S. ARMY FIRST QUALITY. Many Uses 
S.W.A.T. Teams, hikers, campers and many 
others. 

We ship it in original 120-Feet Coils. O.D. color. 


Contents One Unit, One Stand, 

One Red, One Amber Lens 

Another member of Star Strobe is 
coming. This model is the C7000 and 
the price will be $21.95. (Without 
stand and amber lens.) 


AMERICAN MILITARY PRODUCTS 

1818 Wilbur Road 
Medina, Ohio 44256 

Money Back Guarantee. U«S.A- 

All items Shipped Postpaid Free Catalogue included 

Send Check, or Money Order. with Orders 
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DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

CORNVILLE, ARIZONA 86325 

Send $1.00 for our complete catalog listing hundreds of titles covering 
military & police science, firearms & self-defense, survival, alternate energy, 
locksmithing and nostalgia. (Catalog sent free with order.) 

☆☆☆ GREAT NEW TITLES! ☆☆☆ 



CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL 
By Tony & Jo-Anne Lesce 
At last, a survival book written for the 
average guy who can't afford a 10,000 
acre retreat or a private arsenal that 
would equip a small army. 29 chap¬ 
ters covering food, tools, weapons, 
potential survival situations, etc. 

No. 441 . $4.95 


SURVIVAL SHOOTING 
By Tom Givens 

Written by a man who carries a gun for 
a living, this book is packed with valu¬ 
able information for street cop and 
civilian alike. Includes data on weapon 
selection (both handguns & shotguns), 
loads, night firing, maintenance, etc. 
431 . $6.95 


CROSSBOWS 

From 35 Years With The Weapon 
By George M. Stevens 
Experience the thrills of crossbow 
shooting with one of America's leading 
tournament competitors and discover 
the crossbow’s practical applications as 
a hunting and survival arm. 

No. 081'. $6.95 


AMERICAN TOOLS OF INTRIGUE 
By John A. Minnery & Joe Ramos 
Meet the Stinger, Liberator, Bigot, 
cigarette lighter gun, glove pistol and 
other clandestine weapons of World 
War II to the present day. Profusely 
illustrated with photos, blueprints & 
line drawings. Over 100 8 V 2 XII pp. 

No. 222 .$8.95 



35MM SLIDE SETS WITH TEXT 
(Each Set Contains 22 Color Slides & Accompanying Text 
In An Attractive 8 V 2 X11 Vinyl Binder.) 

IMPROVISED SHAPED CHARGES 
Slides dramatically portray the construction and deploy¬ 
ment of these easily made devices. Penetration test results 
are also shown. 

No. 250 .. $21.95 

TWO COMPONENT HIGH EXPLOSIVE MIXTURES 
Components are relatively easy to obtain and are safe until 
mixed, yet Special Forces instructors claim that one such 
mixture produces the most potent sub-nuclear explosion. 
No. 251 . $21.95 


Ammonium nitrate, commonly available in fertilizer, can serve as the basic ingredient for an effective 
improvised explosive. Text includes preparation & effects of variables. No. 218 ............ $4.95 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES FOR USE tN DETONATORS 
Covers field expedient methods for the construction of improvised detonators using primary explosives 

derived from indigenous materials No. 220 . . , •...... $4.95 

EVALUATION OF IMPROVISED SHAPED CHARGES 
The construction and performance potential of shaped charges which can be constructed from indigenous 

materials and components are discussed. No. 221. . . $4.95 

IMPROVISED ROCKET MOTORS 

Data from test firing of over 1,000 experimental rockets is presented with emphasis on the construction 

of tacticly effective rockets from commonly available materials. No. 217...$4.95 

IMPROVISED BATTERIES AND DETONATING DEVICES 
Electronic detonating and alarm devices are incapacitated by lack of power, but can be activated in an 
emergency with improvised power sources. No. 219.*.. $4.95 



CIA & Special Forces Improvised Munitions Black Books 


Volume 1 (No. 204).$9.95 

Volume 2 (No. 205).$9.95 

Nuclear Survival (No. 418).$5.95 

Techniques of Harassment (No. 213) .$5.95 

Guerrilla Warfare & Special Forces Operations (No. 500).$7.95 
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SUPER KNIFE SPECIAL 


19" overall 
15" edsfe 
steel blade 
canvas 
sheath 


Compare These Prices A nywhere 

4 



SAWTOOTH] 

MACHETE 

• 23" overall 

• sawteeth 
on back 


• 20" overall 

• 18"edge 

• steel blade 

• canvas sheath 


HATCHET 

• wooden handle 

• I5VV overall 

• 2 lbs. 


CAMP 

AXE 

• fiberglass handle I 

• 1SV? overall I 

• l^lbs. 



9Vi" overall 

• 5" edge 

• steel blade 

• sawteeth on back SURVIVAL 1 

• sheath KNIFE 

• whetstone 

Send $2.00 for complete catalog. Catalog free with order . 

Please send me_knile(s) at the Limited Time Offer of 

$5.95 each or $5.0fl each in quantities of 3 or more. Add 
$1.00 postage for first knife and 50 cents for each addi¬ 
tional knife Make checks or money orders payable to 
TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL. 

Alabama residents add 6% sales tax 


Knives Available (Enter number(s) desired) 

Quan. Quan. Quan. Quart. 

*A C_ E G 

B 

D 

F 

M 

\ 

Name 



I..... 

Address 

rstv 

State 


Zip 


VISA 


MASTER CHARGE 

Exp. Date 


Card Number 

Signature 
Mail to: Tl 

P. 0. BOX 




FFIN INTERNA TIONAL, 

807, Dept. SF . 4 Clanton, AL 35045. 
Coaler Inquiries Invited 



M ini-14 tjrison 

COMBAT TEST ...? A CENSORSHIP ... 


Dear Sirs, 

I especially enjoyed H.C. Davids’ arti¬ 
cle on the Mini-14’s auto versions. I 
would very much like to see an article 
written by a combat GI on the civilian 
Mini-14 — an evaluation of it as a combat 
weapon. The U.S. has done a heck of a lot 
of fighting using semi-auto rifles and, in 
my opinion, their best fighting. I’d value 
an opinion from an ex-GI who knows the 
value of aimed fire. 

I can see the value of fiberglass or nylon 
handguards, different sights and a flash 
suppressor — but a good, sturdy wooden 
stock with a steel buttplate can sometimes 
be as good a weapon as the “business 
end,” and 1 seriously doubt the ability of 
a folding stock to withstand a healthy 
clout to the enemy’s teeth. 

I’d also like — in a no-nonsense mag¬ 
azine like yours — to read what the .223 
Remington or 5.56mm does to an enemy 
soldier from the viewpoint of a U.S. com¬ 
bat vet. Does it or doesn’t it do the job? 
Sincerely, 

Ted Powell 
Canton, Texas 

Any vets out there care to com¬ 
ment?—The Eds . 

ATS OFF TO 
“JIMMIE” HOWARD ... 

Dear Sirs: 

I hope I’m not too late to tell you what 
an outstanding article on Jimmie Howard 
you put out in the December issue. I inter¬ 
viewed Howard for a history class last 
month. He’s still in great shape and one of 
the best storytellers I know. 

A couple of corrections are due on the 
article though. Under his photo you called 
him “James.” Wrong! Always “Jimmie” 
— never “James” or “Jimmy” like our 
last national leader. Also, that .50-caliber 
round that bounced off the rock — he still 
carries it near his left nut. Ask him! He 
may even show you the scar. Hope to see 
more articles like this in future issues of 
SOF. 


Sirs: 

Recently, I received a check from your 
organization in reimbursement for the re¬ 
mainder of my current subscription to 
Soldier of Fortune, My sincere thanks to 
you and your organization for the cour¬ 
tesy which was extended to me by that act. 
The sad part is that it should not have 
been necessary and that the action was en¬ 
tirely precipitated by the highly suspect 
actions of the staff at the federal correc¬ 
tional institution where I am presently in¬ 
carcerated. The unwarranted and possibly 
illegal endeavors of prison officials to cen¬ 
sor mail and publications received by 
those incarcerated represent another 
covert act by the United States govern¬ 
ment to exercise complete control over 
citizens of a once-proud land. 

This unfounded, indiscriminate censor¬ 
ship not only violates the rights of those 
incarcerated, who cannot in fact take ef¬ 
fective steps to stop it, but it also severely 
infringes on the rights of free enterprise 
and freedom of the press as outlined and 
guaranteed by the constitution of the 
United States. Many prisoners now held 
by the U.S. government are former sol¬ 
diers who were once considered a credit to 
this country, since they served with 
dedication and honor. Obviously, their 
respectability is only acknowledged as 
long as they are positioned where their 
blood might flow. Prisoners should not be 
subjected to the whims of censorship as 
imposed by a staff and prison warden who 
can’t recognize the tenets of “freedom of 
the press,” “free enterprise” or “democ¬ 
racy” if any of the same hit them in the 
face. 

Yours, 

T.G. 

Butner, North Carolina 

We’d like all our prison readers to 
know that we do our best to get the 
magazine in to you and that we continue 
to support your right to read what you 
choose.—The Eds . 



Sincerely, 

James H. Gregory 

San Diego, California Continued on page 86 
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HIGH FINANCE 
on a Low Budget 

“You don’t need to earn more money to become financially independent.” 


Recently, a man from Ohio retired with an 
estate worth over $1 million—yet he never earned 
more than $15,000 a year during his entire life¬ 
time. ... A young man from Massachusetts has 
over$25,000 in investment funds, even though he 
inherited no money from his family and has been 
employed only a few short years. ... A house¬ 
wife I know has invested over $6,000, saved from 
her household budget. 

These are not isolated cases. Thousands of 
savvy investors have built small fortunes from 
practically nothing—without depending on get¬ 
ting a raise, a second job, or real estate for addi¬ 
tional income. 

How did they do it? 

These people have discovered the simple but 
little-known formula for successfully managing 
their own money. In my research as a financial 
consultant to thousands of investors, I’ve uncov¬ 
ered the key to that success. I call it the art of high 
finance on a low budget. 

Now, for the first time, I offer this formula in 
my new book, High Finance on a Low Budget. 
It’s a step-by-step program that anyone can fol¬ 
low, using current income. You don’t need a big 
salary, or a large bank account, to get started. 
Begin with $1,000 or $10, it’s up to you. My plan 
works even if you’re heavily in debt, or without a 
savings plan. It’s ideal for wage-earners, salaried 
employees, housewives, retirees, students, or the 
self-employed. 

How does it work? 

Automatic Savings Plan 

First, my book shows you how to save large 
sums of money automatically and painlessly, no 
matter how small your budget is. This technique 
is so effective that it will easily cut your cost of 
living without reducing your standard of living. 
Many people are astounded by the amount of 
money they are able to save by using this proven 
technique. Here at last is a financial “diet” plan 
that works in your favor, without gimmicks and 
without making impossible demands. 

Invest Like the Rich 

Second, my plan shows you how to multiply 
your hard-earned savings just like the rich do. 
The wealthy make big profits in gold bullion, 
stocks and bonds, commodities, fine art, oil and 
gas, and foreign investments—and now, you can, 
too! 

My program shows, for the first time, how the 
small investor can match the wits and perform¬ 
ance of Wall Street insiders, without having to 
invest thousands of dollars. 

No Minimum Investing 

To prove my point, I created the incredible 
$100 investment portfolio. It’s made up of spe¬ 
cific, high-performing investments that can be 
purchased for $100 or less. They are: 

1. Buy gold bullion from one of the largest, 
most reputable brokerage firms in the country. 
Pay only 5%% commission on a $100 order 
(compared to 20% or more charged for small gold 
coins!). They’ll even store your gold free of 
charge. 


2. Invest in top-performing stocks through a 
mutual fund that has no minimum, charges no 
commission, and was recently rated “A” in both 
bull and bear markets by Forbes magazine. 

3. Earn 10-16 %ona money market fund. (Two 
of these funds have no minimum requirement!) 

4. Open a Swiss franc savings account. The 
franc has tripled against the dollar over the past 
decade and remains the world’s hardest currency. 
(Two reputable Swiss banks require no minimum 
to open an account.) 


"Mark Skousen has a great gift for 
clear and honest prose, a rare gift. I 
strongly urge you to read his new 
book, High Finance on a Low Budget, 
and profit from Mark’s sound ad¬ 
vice!” 

—Howard J. Ruff 


My $100 investment portfolio proves that you 
can make 20%, 50% or even 100% on your money 
in very little time. (Names and addresses of these 
investments are given in my book.) 

High finance isn’t just for the rich, as some 
small investors have believed. Indeed, my re¬ 
search shows that there are dozens of investment 
opportunities available to the small investor. 

Consider these highlights, taken from my 
book: 

• Gold , silver and gold shares. How to buy a 
diversified portfolio of gold shares starting with 
only $500; pay no commissions to buy or sell. 
Names and toll-free numbers of reputable coin 
dealers that sell individual coins at low commis¬ 
sions (pay as little as $10 over cost for Kruger¬ 
rands, even less for smaller gold coins). 

• Stocks and bonds. How to invest in energy, 
high technology, and growth stocks without a 
broker and without paying commissions. Names 
and toll-free numbers of low-minimum mutual 
funds that have returned 100% a year or more! 
How and when to switch from one fund to another 
for maximum profit, simply by calling a toll-free 
number. Why using a stockbroker can be disas¬ 
trous for the small investor (and where to find a 
reliable discount broker). 

• Foreign investments. How to speculate in 
fast-moving foreign stocks in Europe, the Far 
East, and Latin America, starting with $1,000. 


How the small investor can earn high interest in 
German marks, Swiss francs, British pounds, and 
Mexican pesos. 

• Rare coins, gemstones and fine art. How to 
buy rare coins, stamps, vintage wines, auto¬ 
graphs, and other collectibles for under $1,000. 
How to bid by mail at major New York auctions, 
and pay only 10% commission. How to buy low- 
priced, high-quality gemstones. 

• Real estate. Earn up to 20% on second deed 
trusts. How to buy a posh resort condominium at 
Holiday-Inn prices! How to profit in the stock 
market from a real estate boom. 

• Commodity trading. How the small 
speculator can make big profits trading mini- 
contracts through a discount broker. How the 
little investor can get into managed commodity 
accounts. 

• Tax shelters. How to buy tax-free municipal 
bonds with only $1,000. How to manage your 
own Keogh or IRA pension plan at lowest cost. 
How to defer taxes on stocks, bonds, and money 
funds. Plus a little-known danger in tax shelters 
that could be fatal to the small investor—and a 
way to avoid it. 

• Consumer debt. How to get out of debt the 
“easy” way. How to borrow like the rich—in¬ 
stant, unsecured credit at below-market rates! 

• Need monthly income? A better alternative 
than bonds and utilities—how to earn high divi¬ 
dends and high appreciation, too. 

Special Low Price, 

Plus Free Bonus 

High Finance on a Low Budget is full of practi¬ 
cal, how-to advice, with dozens of toll-free num¬ 
bers, addresses, and places to invest. 

This 170-page, hardback book is priced for the 
small investor—it costs only $10. It makes an 
ideal gift for friends, relatives or business associ¬ 
ates. 

If you order right away, I’ll also send you a 
copy of my popular speech, “30 New Investment 
Tips in 30 Minutes,” which was delivered to 
5,000 investors in New Orleans recently. It’s all 
new and practical. 

Your hardback book and free bonus will be 
rushed to you within 2 days of receiving your 
order. 

Start down the road to high finance today by 
ordering your copy nowl 


Mark Skousen 


P.O, Box 611, Merrifield, Virginia 22116 


Rush me _ 


. copies of your new book. High Finance on a Low Budget, plus your free bonus. 


“30 New Investment Tips In 30 Minutes.” I enclose $10 per copy (please add $1 for postage and 
handling—thanks!). Mail within two days please! SF1 

Name___ 


Address. 
City_ 


_ State. 


-Zip. 
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COMBAT 
P1STOLCRAFT 

The New Bren Ten 


Ken Hackathorn 



'DEAD SERIOUS 
ADOUT STAYING 

HI IVif"I 

flU | HHCKi Mitchell L. WerBell III RFAA 

Ml fl If Hg Internationally famous, clandestine 

M Bin I W mm Special Operations Commander. 

Lt. Col. E.F. Wandel 
Internationally known, professional 
soldier. Lately of Grey Scouts of 
Rhodesia. 

Chris McLoughlin 

Expert martial arts instructor. Recogni¬ 
tion world-wide. 

Lucky McDaniel 

Renowned master quick-kill pistol and 
shotgun instructor. 

Plus 20 other highly specialized in¬ 
structors mostly ex-Special Forces and 
law enforcement personnel. 

If you’re serious about staying alive 
you owe it to yourself to call or write 

Lt. Gen. Mitchell L. WerBell III RFAA c 0 bray International, Inc. 

Me Original 

Counter Terrorist Training Center 




INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
P.0. Box108*PowderSprings, Ga. 30073 

404 / 943-3533 404 / 943-5075 



C0BRAY TRAINING CENTER COURSES 

• 5-Day Law Enforcement Program • 2-Day Pistol or Shotgun Course • 
10-Day Course in :45 Caliber Combat Shooting, Executive Protection, 
Hostage Negotiations, Evasive Driving, Counterintelligence, Uncon¬ 
ventional Weapons, Shotgun Stress, Hand-to-Hand Combat, Risk 
Analysis and Escape and Survival 

COURSES CUSTOM DESIGNED TO SPECIALIZED NEEDS. 


NOT A MERCENARY RECRUITMENT FACILITY 
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W HAT will the ultimate combat 
pistol be like? The Bren Ten an¬ 
swers this question. Its design was con¬ 
ceived by Jeff Cooper, and the pistol was 
engineered and developed by Tom Dor- 
naus and Mike Dixon, whose final design 
includes the combat-proven features of 
the Colt 1911, Browning P-35, Sig210and 
the Czech 75. Not only have they em¬ 
ployed the best qualities of an ideal service 
pistol, but they combined them with a 
potentially excellent new cartridge. 

A 10mm auto-pistol cartridge is plan¬ 
ned that will drive a 200-grain, jacketed, 
truncated-point bullet at a velocity of 
1100- to 1200-feet per second. The 10mm 
should please both big-bore, heavv-bullet 
and high-velocity fans. 

Since the Czech 75 9x19mm pistol is 
clearly one of the best-designed sidearms 
produced, it has served as a basis for the 
new Bren Ten service pistol. Note that the 
CZ75 has a selective double/single-action 
system. If double-action autos are your 
favorites, the CZ75 is one of the smooth¬ 
est made. However, if you prefer the con¬ 
dition-one carry, the CZ75 can be carried 
cocked-and-locked with the ease of a Colt 
1911. All the CZ controls are ideally 
located. 

The Bren Ten has scaled the CZ75 up to 
the 10mm cartridge. Taking a Czech-de¬ 
signed weapon and modifying it for an¬ 
other nation’s use is not new. The British 
decided to use the excellent ZB-26 light 
machine gun for their military before 
WWII. Taking the first two letters of 
Brno — the Czechoslovakian plant — and 
the first two letters of Enfield — 
England’s arms plant — they called the re¬ 
sulting gun BREN. 

Because the Czech Brno plant is still a 
source of fine weapons — such as the 
CZ75 — Jeff Cooper recommended the 
name Bren for the hybrid pistol being 
evolved from the Brno CZ75 and modi¬ 
fied for 10mm. Of key importance is the 
fact that the Bren Ten will be made in the 
U.S. and offered for sale on the free- 


world market. Continued on page 83 



New 10mm Bren Ten in condition-one cocked- 
and-locked mode. This double-action auto can 
also be carried with hammer cocked and 
manual safety on. Safety can be switched from 
right to left, depending upon individual needs. 
Magazine will hold twelve 10mm rounds. 
Author found prototype one of finest handguns 
produced. 
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If you are too squeamish to read 
this ad, STOP here! If you are look¬ 
ing for a proven INSTANT SELF-DE¬ 
FENSE system, READ ON! What you 
are about to read is ACTUAL .. . 
REAL . . . PROVEN and GUARAN¬ 
TEED ABILITY TO "DESTROY" your 
aggressor...BEFORE HE "DESTROYS" 
YOU! 

Who knows the human anatomy 
better than your doctor? 

Ask any doctor to ascertain that 
which we are about to tell you and 
he will agree . . . the "NINJA SYS¬ 
TEM OF DEFENSE" is the answer. 

WHY? The human body is the 
greatest gift any person on this 
earth has been bequeathed by the 
Divine Power. However, it is what 
living experiences do to this gift 
which enables the average human 
being to live a full life. 

In the Ninja System of Self-De¬ 
fense we guarantee . . . yes, . .. 


WE GUARANTEE YOUR MONEY WILL 
BE WISELY SPENT 

• you will learn gross anatomy 

• you will learn about the skeletal system 

• you will learn about the muscular system 

• you will learn about the nervous system 

• you will learn about the respiratory system 

FREE OF EXTRA COST- 
SECOND STEEL NINJA 
WITH THIS AD ONLY. 

We expect a lot of back lash from our readers . . . 
especially the squeamish ones. However, if this 
new knowledge will help to save one life! . . . 

WE WILL BE PLEASED! 

PLUS- FREE MANUAL ON "DIM MAK” 
POISON HAND DEATH TOUCH TECHNIQUE !!! 


* 


Ask yourself: 

ARE YOU RUGGED ENOUGH MENTALLY? 

DO YOU LIVE IN OR NEAR A 
DEPRESSED AREA? 

DO YOU WORK IN OR NEAR A 
LIFE-THREATENING SITUATION? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN MUGGED? 

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN RAPED OR 
NEAR RAPED? 

DO YOU FEAR FOR YOUR LIFE? 

THE SMALL MONIES YOU WILL INVEST will bring 
you a life FREE of tension ONCE YOU HAVE 
LEARNED THE SYSTEM! 

WE HAVE SENT OUT THOUSANDS OF COURSES! We 
have had only three returns. ALL FROM PARENTS OF 
CHILDREN WHO SIGNED THE PLEDGE FALSELY! 

IF YOU DO NOT AGREE THAT YOU HAVE RECEIVED 
MORE THAN YOUR MONEY'S WORTH ... YOUR 
PURCHASE PRICE WILL BE CHEERFULLY REFUNDEDIM 

We warn you. The knowledge is "hair-raising". Out 
of thirty years of involvement in Judo, Ju-Jitsu 
and Chinese Karate . .. comes this system. 

COURSE INCLUDES PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED BOOK 

DIAMOND TIP SURGICAL STEEL NINJA "WEAPON" 

VITAL CHART OF ANATOMY WITH 

NINJA STRIKE POINTS 

UP’TO DATE CATALOG OF CLASSICAL 

MARTIAL ARTS BOOKS AT 20 TO 60% OFF RETAIL 

BUTOKUKAI 

27 West 72nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10023 

Rush NINJA INSTANT SELF DEFENSE COURSE and 
NINJA EQUALIZER for only FIVE DOLLARS 
Add $1.00 postage and handling. 

Now includes DEATH TOUCH MANUAL 
and extra NINJA 


Name- 


Address- 
City_ 


. State- 


. Zip - 
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I am over 18 years of age. I promise to accept 
□ the responsibility of this new knowledge. 

□ CashDMoney Order DCheck Sorry No C.O.D.'s 

Foreign Countries submit Inti M.O. or Sank Draft payable 
^ in U.S. funds. Add 50% more for postage. j 
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\^*ry Please make check or money order payable to: V^Y 

X SOLDIER OF FORTUNE X 


How can a Subscription to 


SOF save you money? 


& MKm 


When you subscribe to SOF, you learn tips and 

techniques that save you time and money— 

and maybe your life! Experts reveal survival skills and 

new developments in weaponry that are 

not found elsewhere. And from our correspondents, you 

get timely first-hand reports from Africa, 

S.E. Asia and Latin America. 

So spoil yourself, and buy the source for adventure, 
mercenary activity, urban and wilderness survival, and 
discover products you only dreamed about. 
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SIGN ON WITH THE PROFESSIONALS! 


You’re a man of action. So make SOLDIER OF FORTUNE your 
source of exclusive information on the world’s hotspots and the 
latest news on mercenaries, weapons, self-defense, clandestine 
operations and survival in a changing world. You.can’t afford not 
to know. 


II! 


jplij print I 




State 


Zip code 


mgnature 


Bill Me (U.S.A. Only) Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only please) 
Please charge my □ VISA □ Master Charge 


Exp. Date 


Account 


$24.00—2nd Class—(J.S.A., Canada, Mexico 

□ $44.00—1st Class (Sealed envelope)—U.S.A., Canada, Mexico 
n $48.00—Air—Europe, Latin America 

$54.00—Air—All other countries 

□ $30.00—Surface—All countries except U.S.A., Canada, Mexico 
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GUN REPAIR! 


You'll see how to take apart and repair almost every 
well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out cf ballistics. Show you how to 
smooth up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 
shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 
bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 
drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and sell new and 
used guns for profits. 


As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North American 
WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 


If you qualify otherwise, you may 
obtain a Federal License to buy and 
sell guns, ammunition and accessories 
without inventory <.. while you are 
still a student at North American. 


IV Start 

i■our 0\ 
Home 
'Busine: 
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Everything Explained in 
Easy-to~Understand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 

Explanations include photos, diagrams, 
drawings and charts. VVe send you all the 
tools you need so you actually learn by doing 
as you follow the lessons. You receive catalogs, 
bargain bulletins, requirements for Federal 
Firearms License. 




SPECIAL 
TOOLS ANff 
EQUIPMENT INCLUDED 


FIRST FOLD HERE 


You get precision gauges, fine 
gunsmith’s screwdrivers, honing 
stones, checkering tools, pull and 
Jk- drop gauge, plus much, much more 


APPROVE 

V FOR 

veterans 


This means you can begin making ex¬ 
tra cash almost immediately — order¬ 
ing guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started to¬ 
ward a business of your own ... if that J 
is what you want after you graduate. 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repair, custom ammo-making, 
sporterizing, custom stocking, sales—all are profit oppor¬ 
tunities for the expert. Now, at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 
do not know how many of our graduates have started their 
own gun shops, but we have letters on file from some 
\ who have. And we’ll send you the results of a survey 
showing employment success of our graduates. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that 
you will get a job. To find out how our graduates 
have done, send for our job placement record. 

You get it all! How to buy and sell guns . . . customize, 
repair and accurize them ... fit and finish stocks . . . do 
hand-loading . . . zero-in scopes . . . understand ballistics 
. . . restore antique firearms . . . use black powder 
weapons . . . import guns . . . adjust chokes . . . and more. 

Because you study at home, you can graduate in months 
... or take up to two years. Your handsome Diploma will 
proclaim you as a “GUN PRO” when you proudly display 
it in your own shop or at work. ^ F | RST FQL g HER£ 


NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when you 
mail this ENTIRE Postage-Paid ad 

To Mail—Fold ad in following manner: 



1. Remove entire page-— 
tear or cut on dotted line 
to left 

2. Fold page in half on 
1st fold lines 


3. Fold page again, on 
2nd fold lines 

4. Tape or glue the 3 open 
sides and drop in the 
mail box today. 



GUN REPAIR. BALLISTICS. SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 


Gives you a good start toward going into your 
own business or applying for a Job In a 
gunshop. 
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CUSTOMIZING RE-LOADING 


CHECKERING SPORTERIZING 


t cal' ' . home 8 

,or °1 
a moot"- 

GUN SALES 


CUSTOM AMMO GUN REPAIR 


j SALES, IMPORTING»ACCURIZING] 

| TROUBLE-SHOOTING 1 I MAKE 

and MUCH, MUCH MORE MONEY j 


WITH 


guns 


MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 

There are more than 20 million hunters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
owners in the U S. APPROVED FOR VETERANS 


Name, 



Address... 


City_ 


State 


North American School of Firearms, 4500 Campus Dr., 
Dept. RS041, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
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IN REVIEW 



CORSAIR: The F4U in World War II and 
Korea. By Barrett Tillman. Annapolis, 
Md.: Naval Institute Press. 1979. 187 pp. 
$15.95. Review by Dana K. Drenkowski. 

OST books dealing with a single 
piece of military equipment contain 
pages of charts and statistics, describing 
each model created by the factories and its 
difference in interminable, boring detail. 
This book is a pleasant exception. 

Barrett Tillman has managed to list 
details of development and production 
briefly, while dwelling at length on the ac¬ 
tual combat use of the famed F4U Cor¬ 
sair. He weaves in details concerning mod¬ 
ifications or factory variants in his contin¬ 
uing tale of the Corsair’s significant air 
role during World War II and Korea. He 
keeps the reader’s interest with first- 
person accounts of such units as the Ma¬ 
rines’ VMF 232 “Death Rattlers” or VMF 
214, the Marine squadron better known to 
television viewers as Pappy Boyington’s 
“Black Sheep” (whose aces shot down 
more Japanese planes while flying the 
Corsair than any other squadron). His 
history of Corsairs in combat is also the 
history of U.S. Army and Marine air war¬ 
fare in the South Pacific and U.S. Navy 
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and Marine air warfare off the fast car¬ 
riers in the Central Pacific. 

A short chapter covers the Korean con¬ 
flict, in which a Corsair engaged a MiG-15 
jet fighter in air-to-air combat, downing 
the latter before being shot down by an¬ 
other MiG. The Corsair’s development as 
an effective fighter-bomber is covered in 
depth, as are its contributions to the role 
of radar-guided night interceptor — a role 
for which the U.S. Air Force almost 
adopted the Corsair after seeing its effec¬ 
tiveness for the Navy. 

Tillman covers the Corsair’s use by 
other allied air forces up to the present, 
including action in Indochina (with the 
French in the 1950s), Algeria, Tunisia, 
Suez (1956) and in the infamous “Soccer 
War” between Honduras and El Salvador 
in 1969. My only complaint with the 
author of Corsair was about his coverage 
of that last action, in which he showed the 
conflict from the point of view of Hon¬ 
duras’ national hero, Capt. Fernando 
Soto. Soto managed to shoot down three 
El Salvadorian fighters: a P-51 Mustang 
and — irony of ironies — two Corsairs. I 
found myself wishing Tillman had inter¬ 
viewed American soldier-of-fortune 
pilots, who fought on both sides of that 
quick war, for their version. 

Otherwise, I enjoyed Corsair, its many 
photos and its narrative. Students of mili¬ 
tary history will find it a good investment. 

Barrett Tillman , whose book is review¬ 
ed above by SOF’s aviation editor , Dana 
Drenkowski , made his debut in SOF’s 
pages in July 1980 — see “Down But Not 
Out, ” an account of escape and evasion 
during the Pacific air war of WWII. 


PRIVACY: HOW TO PROTECT 
WHAT’S LEFT OF IT. By Robert Ellis 
Smith. Garden City, N.Y.: Anchor Press/ 
Doubleday. 1979. 346 pp. $10.00. Review 
by Alexander MeColl. 

VEN the least paranoid of persons 
is dimly aware of a vast, organized 
“they” of government agencies, corpora¬ 
tions, credit bureaus and other entities 
with the resources to maintain comput¬ 
erized files of information on millions of 
private citizens. One does not have to be 
actively paranoid or an anarchist to per¬ 
ceive in all this at least a vague threat — 
not only to one’s privacy but also to such 


tangible interests as one’s relations with 
police and other officialdom, insurance 
companies, actual or potential employers 
and creditors. The risks of misuse of in¬ 
formation, undue credence being given to 
outdated or downright false reports, dis¬ 
semination of private, sensitive informa¬ 
tion to the gossip mills and so on, are all 
too real. The general reader’s lack of 
specific information on this subject makes 
the threat seem even more ominous. 

After you read Smith’s book, you may 
be alarmed and outraged, but at least you 
will be better informed on this subject that 
touches nearly every one of us — that is, 
unless you don’t have a Social Security 
number, or a driver’s license, or a school 
record, or a bank account, or insur¬ 
ance. ... 

Smith, the publisher of Privacy Jour¬ 
nal , is not only an articulate advocate of 
privacy rights, but also an informative ex¬ 
pert on the subject. The main part of his 
book, after a short chapter on the his¬ 
torical and legal background of the “right 
to privacy,” is a factual discussion of the 
various governmental and non-govern¬ 
mental systems for collecting, storing, ex¬ 
changing and manipulating information 
on individual citizens. A few of the 
chapter headings indicate the scope of the 
book: Bank Records, Criminal Records, 
Consumer Credit Bureaus, Federal 
Government Files, Mailing Lists, School ' 
Records... .After each chapter, he adds a 
section on “What can you do?” 

Continued on page 65 



HOWTO PROTECT 
WHAT’S LEFT OF IT 

ROBERT ELLISSMITH 
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PREPARE 

YOURSELF! 

Learn G-Jo— 

First-Aid of the Samurai... 

... Then Fear No Pain 
or Injury! 

For centuries Samurai, Ninja and other Oriental warriors 
were taught the secret of stopping pain, bleeding — even 
healing illness and internal disorder —by the manipula¬ 
tion of special "control" pressure points hidden around 
their bodies. 

This is fact — not fantasy. 

These warriors could survive while others fell around 
them — the knowledge of these miraculous pressure 
points made them virtually invincible! 

Now you, too, can learn this amazing skill — at home 
. . . without any outside instruction, at all. 


Today, thinking people are preparing them¬ 
selves “just in case .. But no matter how 
well prepared you think you are, where your 
health is concerned, you are vulnerable — 
unless you know G-Jo! 

Imagine — being up and fully functioning 
within moments of serious injury. Stopping 
a bleeding wound in less than a minute. Re¬ 
lieving most pains in ten seconds flat — 
using nothing but the touch of your finger! 

116 tiny G-Jo points are hidden through 
out your body — special acupressure points 
which relieve (even heal) nearly any health 
problem you can name. When you know how 
to find and use these miraculous poin s, the 
power to heal is literally in the tips of your 
fingers. Such is the power of G-Jo! 

Now this vital knowledge can be yours — 
and without it, you're half-prepared at best! 

There are two easy ways to learn G-Jo — 
send for The Natural Healer's Acupressure 
Handbook (available only by direct mail). 

In it, you'll discover each of your amazing 
G-Jo acupressure points .. . more than 250 
health problems that instantly respond to 
G-Jo . .. and easy-to-follow instructions for 
mastering this powerful first-aid and “self- 
health" skill. This fully-illustrated manual 
costs just $11.50, including postage. 


Here are just a few of more than 250 
health problems, symptoms and disorders 
you can relieve (often heal) using G-Jo 
acupressure techniques — 


appendicitis 

exhaustion 

asthma 

diarrhea 

insomnia 

pain—anywhere in 

burns 

your body 

constipation 

bee & wasp stings 

poison ivy 

motion sickness 

heart attacks 

hemorrhoids 

fever 

allergies & congestion 

bleeding 

toothaches 

headaches 

lower back pain 


This amazing technique is easy to learn... | 
easy to apply . . . easy to use any time, 11 
any place — when you know G-Jo, you ; 
free yourself from doctors and drugs. The 
power to heal is in the tips of your fingers! < 

Or take a big step further — order The G-Jo 
Self-Health Skill Kit and receive each of the 
following G-Jo learning aids: 

* The Natural Healer's Acupressure 

Handbook ... 

* The G-Jo Home Workshop on Cassette 

Tape... 

* The G-Jo Instant Reference Wallchart 


The price for this complete program is just 
$24.00, postage included. And if you order 
now, you'll also receive a FREE special 
chart of basic G-Jo points to carry in your 
car or wallet. Use either the manual or the 
Skill Kit for 30 days — if you find for any 
reason you're not totally satisfied, simply 
return your entire purchase for a full refund 
— and you keep the special chart. 

So take a moment right now — fill out 
the coupon and mail it immediately. Today 
may be the last chance you get. 


THE G-JO INSTITUTE 
POST OFFICE BOX 8060- ZA 
HOLLYWOOD, FLORIDA 33024 

Please rush me the following G-Jo items: 

_copies of The Natural Healer's Acu¬ 
pressure Handbook ($ 11.50 each) . . . 

_complete G-Jo Self-Health Skill Kits 

(includes handbook, cassette training tape 
and wall chart . . . $24.00 each kit) . .. 

I enclose my check money order or VISA or 
MASTERCARD number: 


please include expiration da to/Interbank no. 

Send my GnJo items to: 


Name 


Address 


City /State /ZIP 
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IT HAPPENED TO ME 

by Charles F. Patchin 
as told to M.L. |ones 


Charles F. (“Pappy”) Patchin, now a 
Veterans Service officer in Syracuse, 
N. Y., spent 1962-70 on active duty with 
the U.S. Army. After basic, he was as¬ 
signed to the 82nd Airborne Division 
where he served in artillery and forward- 
observer (FO) sections and as a nuclear- 
warhead and rocket-motor specialist with 
Honest John rockets . 

Upon re-enlistment, he was assigned to 
an FO section in the 173rd Airborne 
Brigade (SEP) in Vietnam. During his 32 
consecutive months in-country, he work¬ 
ed with U.S. line infantry companies, 
long-range reconnaissance, AR VN ranger 
units, U,S. Air Force defense control, 
Australian artillery units and U.S. Special 
Forces teams. 

Orders then transferred him to officer 
candidate school (OCS) at Fort Benning. 
Upon completion of OCS, he served for 
two years in Germany with the 509th ABN 
(Mechanized) Infantry. As he tells it: 

(t 'OREAKER 44, this is Breaker 40. 

JD Over.” The PRC-25 crackled, 
ruining a beautiful morning outside Dak 
To. The war was back and work had 
started. Neither a fire mission nor request 
for a location of station, the message was 
to report back to the battalion executive 
officer for a special assignment. 

My radio-telephone operator (RTO) 
and I were replaced by a full forward- 
observer section with a new lieutenant, 
reconnaissance sergeant and RTO. They 
would come in on the morning logistics 
flight. We would leave on the same ship. 

The Huey came in, discharging water 
cans, C-rations, mailbags and three 
passengers. After quickly introducing the 
new men to the infantry company com¬ 
mander, ground tactical orientation, plot¬ 
ting of preplanned defensive concentra¬ 
tions and giving advice on special restric¬ 
tions in the area, my RTO and I departed. 

The Huey ride took longer than ex¬ 
pected, since we stopped at other com¬ 
panies before dropping into the fire base 
at Dak To. When I walked into the fire 
direction center bunker, the chief com¬ 
puter went white. 

“You’re dead. We just killed you!” 

I quickly checked myself for signs of 
death. I found none and so I tried to joke 
with him, but hordes of officers and non- 
coms immediately converged on me to 
find out what happened and who, in fact, 
was dead. 

The new lieutenant initiated a fire mis¬ 
sion — and literally committed suicide. 
His call for fire placed him on the gun- 
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target line, a safety violation, and his 
target was at a minimum range which re¬ 
quired a low charge and maximum eleva¬ 
tion. After all the fudge factors were 
thrown in, fate put two 105mm howitzer 
rounds into the company area. Not only 
was he killed, but so were the recon 
sergeant, RTO, company commander, 
first sergeant, one company RTO, both 
engineers, one Special Forces adviser and 
eight Montagnards who had been attach¬ 
ed the preceding day. 

I had to file the investigation report 
since I was detailed to conduct the crater 
analysis and interview survivors. I did not 
relish this job, because I knew almost 
everyone killed or involved; I’d been with 
that company in that area for some time. 

The real twist came a few weeks later, 
while I was awaiting a flight for the States 
for my third extension leave at Clark Field 
in the Philippines. I was approached by a 
Navy lieutenant who asked if I were with 
the 173rd Airborne and if I knew the 
lieutenant who had been killed. 

I told him, yes, and that he had been 
killed a few weeks before. The Navy 
lieutenant then asked about the cir¬ 
cumstances of his death. I told him the 
sad story. 

He listened quietly, then asked me how 
I knew so much detail. I explained my in¬ 
volvement. 

He sighed, thanked me and said, “I’m 
glad I know now. He’s my brother and 
I’ve just come from his funeral.” 


I WAS 
THERE 

by W.J. Vogel 
as told to M.L. (ones 


W.J. Vogel is staff fire-control officer 
on the Yakima Indian Reservation in 
south-central Washington state. He has 
been an auxiliary on the Toppenish Police 
Department for more than six years. As 
he tells it: 

OPPENISH, Wash., lies on the east¬ 
ern edge of the reservation and has a 



population of approximately 6,000. It 
often experiences violence unknown to 
towns of like size — and on 1 April 1979, 
it outdid itself. 

The dispatcher announced shots fired in 
one of the taverns to patrolling city units. 
My partner, Officer Greg Larson, and l 
responded with a ho-hum feeling of “here 
we go again.” Shots fired in local taverns 
are not unusual and they’re mostly aimed 
at ceilings. 

Upon arrival, we found the shooters 
had already departed on foot — and they 
had fired at a tavern patron. Since that 
couldn’t be tolerated even in Toppenish, 
we began cruising the vicinity, looking for 
them. 

Dispatch soon reported shots from a 
nearby residential area and the first 
responding unit added that officers were 
down, ambulance requested. 

When we reached the scene, we found 
two officers on the ground near an empty 
Indian Police patrol car. They had spotted 
the suspects walking along the street, and 
one of them had foolishly approached and 
taken one man by the arm, intending to 
place him in custody. As he touched him, 
the suspect turned and shot him in the 
side. Standing over the downed officer, he 
pumped another shot at his head — and 
missed. 

Then he turned and shot the other of¬ 
ficer in the leg as he was running toward 
the patrol car. The two suspects then 
disappeared. The shooter was identified 
as an Indian wanted for shooting another 
officer in western Washington. 

Dispatch then advised that a local resi¬ 
dent had reported a man hiding behind a 
nearby woodpile. When we responded 
with numerous other officers, we quickly 
scattered when we saw the woodpile was 
less than 50 yards away. My partner and 1 
moved to a nearby intersection to help 
seal off the block. 

A probing spotlight from a Toppenish 
patrol car revealed a man with a gun 
crouched behind the woodpile. After he 
ignored demands to surrender, the area 
erupted in a fusilade of shots. My partner 
and I, almost directly in line with the of¬ 
ficers and the woodpile, hugged the 
ground behind our patrol car as .357, .44 
and .45 slugs — and buckshot — whistled 
over our heads. 

Chief of Indian Police Joe Young went 
down from a bullet in the face, but as he 
fell, he saw the suspect hurtling a fence 
behind the woodpile and hit him with an 
accurate snap shot from his .45 — catch¬ 
ing him in midair and tearing his hip joint 
out. 

The arrested man subsequently hanged 
himself in the county jail while awaiting 
trial for the shooting of three officers. His 
companion was arrested within a week by 
the FBI and is presently serving five years. 
The two Indian officers have returned to 
duty much wiser and their chief is slowly 

Continued on page 82 
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of the best 
SURVIVAL 
MANUALS 

ever published! 

- THE OFFICIAL - 

U.S. AIR FORCE SURVIVAL MANUAL 

One of the best and most authoritative 
manuals on survival you will ever read—a 
must for every emergency kit! This essential 
book contains all the information you need 
for times of crises and forced evacuation. 
Its chapters thoroughly cover: *Survlval in 
Areas Contaminated by Radiation ^Survival 
on Land (Arctic, Subarctic, Desert, Tropics) 
♦Survival at Sea *Survival on Sea Ice. 

You will be buying the same official U.S. 
Air Force Survival Manual that has saved the 
lives of many downed pilots under aM kinds of 
emergency conditions around tne world. 
Proven superior over and over in the field of 
global survival. 

This book will show you what to do when 
you get lost in the wild country, or if you 
were relocated from where you NOW live, 
and how to provide almost instant shelter and 
heat. You will also learn how you can test 
quickly and safely which wild plants are edi¬ 
ble and which are poisonous. 

You will receive vital information on Shel¬ 
ter, Food and Water; Clothing/Equipment; 
Health; First Aid; Signaling; Fire Making; 
Survival Weapons, Hunting, Fishing, and 
Trapping; . . . and MUCH more. Well illus¬ 
trated and easy to understand, this book is a 
must for every man or woman who is con¬ 
cerned about the safety and survival of their 
family in the uncertain times ahead! Order 
several i 160 pages. Over 78 illustrations, 

One copy— $6.95 ppd. 

3 or more—$5.00 each ppd. 
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THIS BOOK PREPARES 
YOU FOR TERRORISM, 
FOOD SHORTAGES,__ 
MONETARY COLLAPSE, 
A DICTATORSHIP, AND 
GUN CONFISCATION!!! 


TIMELY AND PROFITABLE HELP FOR 
TROUBLED AMERICANS hits the bull's-eye! 
In it survival expert Hans J. Schneider reveals 
his proven plan for YOUR freedom and sur¬ 
vival in the midst of economic and civil 
turmoil. 

An extraordinary life uniquely qualified 
Hans to write it JUST FOR TIMES LIKE 
THESE! He endured much physical suffering 
and privation under two dictatorships, includ¬ 
ing 5 years under Communism. As his country 
struggled through another economic and polit¬ 
ical crash, a serious illness almost.took his life. 
His father, a former industrialist, lost about 
$10 million overnight, was 1 imprisoned and 
told that he would be shot the next day. 

As thousands of a disarmed populacewere 
murdered, conditions were so severe that they 
had to arrive at ingenious ways to survive, and 
solve food and clothing problems ... let Mr. 
Schneider tell you about it. 

Having survived terribly adverse circum¬ 
stances many times, he knows first hand what 
worked and what did not. Why endure like 
hardships if you can learn from a man of such 
caliber? This invaluable knowledge will help 
you in similar times ahead, 

Chapter 19, “Emergency Short-Term Sur¬ 
vival/* alone can save the lives of you and 
your loved ones. It is a crash course in the 
most essential areas if time is of the essence 
and things are caving in around you. In it the 
author gives you the best and most compre¬ 
hensive food test derived from his own experi¬ 
ence and in-depth research of various survival 
manuals. Also included is an abbreviated ver¬ 
sion taken from the Air Force Survival Man¬ 
ual. Knowledge of these tests is a MUST. The 
same lifesaving chapter will show you what to 
do when you get lost in the wild country, or 
jf you were relocated from where you NOW 
live, and how to provide almost instant shelter 
and heat. You will receive vital information 
on survival hunting, unusual remedies, first 
aid, and orientation. Lists of survival manuals 
and essential items for the survival kit (most 
of which can be obtained locally and easily 
carried with you in limes of emergency) are 
incl uded. 

Now discover how you can: 

* Beat inflation and depression. 

* Protect and increase your savings by proper 
investments. 

* Choose an exciting occupation least vulner¬ 
able to unemployment, 

* Succeed in your own business. 

* Make money, cut expenses, save time. 

* Get out of the rat race. 

* Live simply for LESS and enjoy it MORE. 

* Locate your place of refuge (things to look 
for, what to avoid). 

* Be completely independent when energy 
sources give out by producing your own 
electricity without gasoline 5 different ways. 

* Prepare for the coming agricultural woes. 

* Get in top physical condition with the right 
type of diet for your geographical location 
and lifestyle. 

* Protect yourself from auto repair gimmicks 
and skyrocketing crime. 

* Give your children a meaningful, thorough 
education in 2 hours a day without expos¬ 
ing them to dope, delinquency, racial prob¬ 
lems and bad teachings. 

, . , and much, MUCH more. 

□ Ma^tercharge □ Bankamericard/VISA accepted. 
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store, and how 
, What weed 


DO YOU KNOW??? 

What essentia! provisions lo 
some can be used for barter?! 
has a tremendous healing action for wounds 
and sores (page 45)? . . . Wjiich animals are 
the most productive, economical and easiest to 
care for? , . . What advantages the Southern 
Hemisphere has to offer? . . . Why Hitler’s on- 
rushing military might never invaded Switzer- 
land? . . . Why big cities wifi be places of In¬ 
creased terror In the coming years? . . .What 
usually follows gun registration? , . . Which in¬ 
vestments will be a d isaster in the near future? 
(Believe it or not, but the funds of many 
Americans are tied up in these.) . . . Why your 
sayings accounts could be wiped out overnight? 

Find the answers in 180 different concise 
sections, You wilt also read about alternate, 
lifestyles, weaponry, and defense tactics; 7 
ways to get out of debt (page 94); 5 ways to 
identify “shady” businesses; 6 simple, inex¬ 
pensive ways to preserve your own food (one 
using just a needle and string! page 47); and 
what is even more important for your physical 
survival than merely storing food (see pages 
214 and 248-249!). 

Are you sick of it all? The rat race, pres¬ 
sures of modern-day living? Do you ever long 
for Independence, your own home in the 
country with peace and quiet? THIS IS THE 
BOOK FOR YOU! 

You'll find out how you can wisely select 
the right place to live in the stormy times 
ahead, using the 3 “acid tests/' his own unique, 
proven approach—just like Mr. Schneider did! 
He lives in a beautiful place situated in the 
mountains by a spring-fed creek without util¬ 
ity bills, polluted air, chemicalized food, and 
noise. 

Ever considered moving to another land? 
The author, who has lived abroad and trav¬ 
elled in nearly 100 countries, gives you the 
facts you need to know before incurring the 
formidable expense and effort of emigrating. 
He even explores yachting as a means of sur¬ 
vival and a way to see and live all over the 
world. 

Within its 288 pages, find how you can 
turn problems into advantages, miseries into 
happiness, boredom into challenge, and time 
waste of a merry-go-round existence into a 
purposeful life. 

In short, you’ll discover in this book 
how to live better today and be more pre¬ 
pared for tomorrow. This valuable survival/ 
investment manual can be yours for iutf. 
$9.95 ppd. 

Mr. Schneider is also the author of 2 
other excellent books. His latest, FLYING 
TO BE FREE (256 pages), is his personal 
never-before-told story of the years he spent 
on dangerous aviation missions through war- 
torn Europe and the near-fatal accounts of 
his travels in almost 100 countries. MASTERS 
OF LEGALIZED CONFUSION AND THEIR 
PUPPETS (65,000 copies in print!) is an un¬ 
disputed eye-opener written without com¬ 
promise. These volumes will make wonder¬ 
ful additions to your library. Now ALL 
TH REE books can be obtained for just $15.95 
ppd.—$4 OFF (a 20% savings)! Prompt 
shipment guaranteed. 

Write your name, address and the desired 
sets on a plain sheet of paper and send with 
your check or money order to: 

WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP., Dept. 42 
^^O^o>M05^ahland^regor^0752^^^^^^^J 
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GRINGO GENERAL IN 
HONDURAS 

Ice Fortress and Armored Car 
in 1894 

by Francis X. Sculley 


H E was a combination of Francis Mar¬ 
ion, Quantrill and Baron Munchau¬ 
sen. During the Roaring ’20s he was the 
favorite subject of a score of Sunday sup¬ 
plement writers. Railroad tramp, drunk¬ 
ard, barroom brawler and bedroom ath¬ 
lete of international renown, he was a 
failure at almost everything but soldier¬ 
ing. That he was one of the most brilliant 
partisan soldiers in Western Hemisphere 
history is generally accepted — at least by 
those who have heard of him. Perhaps it is 
fitting that he should be born on February 
22, 1863, and bear the impossible name of 
Lee Christmas. 

How this son of a Mexican war veteran 
became a general in the armies of the 
Republic of Honduras is one of the most 
fantastic tales in Central American 
history. 

Fermented Fruit 

In the midst of a monstrous drinking 
bout on the night of November 29, 1891, 
engineer Lee Christmas was summoned to 
move a carload of bananas for the Illinois 
Central Railway. It took half the bar 
patrons to get the reeling 28-year-old into 
his working clothes and steer him in the 
direction of the New Orleans station. Lee 
was “lit up like a Christmas tree” as he 
headed toward his cab, and almost fell out 
the other side. 

He was handed a pot of black coffee in 
hopes of a sobering effect, but this was 
wishful thinking. With a rookie fireman at 
the post, Christmas fell fast asleep at the 
throttle. He roared through a holdover 
warning at Sarpy, despite the frantic ef¬ 
forts of the station master, and plowed in¬ 
to an oncoming train. Although knocked 
from his cab, Christmas miraculously 
escaped death. In the investigation that 
followed, he was charged with criminal 
negligence and banished from American 
railroads. 

For three years, in between drinking 
bouts and fits of depression, he worked at 


whatever he could find. In the midst of a 
king-sized hangover in the summer of 
1894, he learned that the Republic of 
Honduras needed engineers — no ques¬ 
tions asked. The assignment would be to 
haul bananas from the interior to coastal 
ports. He left for Central America in early 
autumn and was given immediate assign¬ 
ment upon arrival. 

Catapulted Into the 
Center Ring 

The 90-kilometer run three times a week 
gave Christmas job security, but it also 
bored him silly — and he became a 
familiar patron of numerous bars. 

But Christmas was about to be cata¬ 
pulted into the center ring of the Central 
American circus. For the next two decades 
he would be the most famous soldier of 
fortune in the history of war-prone Latin 
America. 

Christmas was headed for the coast 
with his tiny engine, trailed by four box¬ 
cars; two loaded with bananas and the 
other pair with ice cakes. (Ice was 
manufactured at Pimienta, the only plant 
of its type in Central America.) The 
Yankee’s freight was consigned to Barrios 
and Guatemala City. Christmas was 
halted at a Laguna siding by General 
Duron, heading up 13 men. He was in¬ 
formed he was a prisoner of war and his 
train and cargo were to be confiscated as 
war contraband. Whipping out una 
pistola , Duron informed Christmas that 
he had been drafted by the revolutionary 
army. He also made pointed references to 
the fate of deserters or malingerers. 
Christmas, no fool, became a devout 
patriot. 

The Christmas Car 

To the astonishment of his new-found 
comrades-in-arms, the gringo turned to 
his work with vigor. Not desiring bullet 


holes in his head — from any direction — 
Christmas built an armored car, perhaps 
the world’s first. He built up a double wall 
of sandbags around the edges of a flatcar 
and filled the space in between the stacks 
with scrap iron. After mounting a Hotch¬ 
kiss gun on the front of the car, Christmas 
assigned infantry to man it. The firepower 
of this ingenious device was tremendous. 
To the utter amazement of Duron and his 
tiny army, Christmas captured the entire 
rolling stock of the Honduran govern¬ 
ment. 

When Colonel Giron of the Honduran 
Federal forces heard of the “invasion,” 
he moved on Laguna at the head of a 
small army. The revolution would be 
squashed in a day, and all traitors ex¬ 
ecuted. As word of the size of the oncom¬ 
ing force reached Duron, he had second 
thoughts about the war — but it was too 
late to escape. 

Duron stood in mute shock as 
Christmas supervised the building of a 
fortress from ice cakes, laying the blocks 
in a brick-like pattern so that they would 
not topple. When complete, the barrier 
was several feet thick, and would repel a 
bullet. The Yankee had created the 
world’s first air-conditioned fortress. 

Though astounded, Giron was not 
deterred by the wall of ice and promptly 
attacked. Had he waited, within three 
hours the fort would have disappeared in 
the 100-degree heat. But Latin leaders are 
seldom patient. Moving awkwardly across 
the trestle, the federalists were mowed 
down in windrows and, when Giron fell, 
the enemy retreated. 

Following the burial of the dead and a 
two-day victory celebration, Lee 
Christmas was hailed as a hero and given 
the dubious distinction of promotion to 
capitan in the “new” Honduran army, in 

Continued on page 78 

General de Brigada Lee Winfield 

Christmas (1863-1922). Photo: 

Honduran National Archives. 
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EXCLUSIVE: ANOTHER 
SUCCESSFUL AFGHANISTAN 
TREASURE HUNT 

SOF Liberates New Russian Ordnance 


by Jim Coyne and Bob Poos 



F OUR hundred meters ahead, I saw 
one of the two point men stop. The 
flankers stopped. Everybody stopped. 

The only man who spoke English said, 
“It looks weird and green, and it’ll blow 
your foot off.” He definitely had my at¬ 
tention. 

1 was with a patrol of 14 Afghan Na¬ 
tional Liberation Front guerrillas when 
the men in front of me began looking at 
the ground. 

We had been walking toward an am¬ 
bush area, in bright daylight, through a 
broad, barren valley — observed, 1 was 
sure, by every Russian FAC and LRRP 
team within 40 miles. I could see peaks 80 
miles away! 

After steadily stepping up and over 
rocks for five miles, my legs had turned to 
jelly. We had gone higher and higher, 
finally reaching the base of what I 
estimated to be a 1,500-meter ridge. I 
couldn’t believe it. We were going over it. 
There was a road on top which a Russian 
mechanized infantry unit had been using 
for three days. 
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“Watch your feet,” my guide said, as 
we continued to move up. We would stop 
at the faintest whisper of a foreign sound. 
In my mind I heard that ever-present rotor 
chop of helicopters which had permeated 
the air in Vietnam. It seemed odd that 
there were none here now. It made me 
uneasy. 

We had reached the military crest of the 
ridge, and something of a road, when we 
stopped again. 

The man beside me said, “You’re in 
luck,” and pointed off the road. There lay 
an object which was certainly weird, and 
green. It looked to me something like a 
large green plastic maple seed. 

Everywhere we looked there were frag¬ 
ments of green plastic. There had been 
helicopters around all right and, not too 
long ago, they had dropped thousands of 
these small anti-personnel mines along 
this crest. 

In daylight they’re not too hard to spot. 
At night they’re deadly. 


Filled with an as-yet-unspecified liquid 
explosive, and armed with a cock-spring 
impact trigger, they have taken their toll 
along the border of Pakistan and Afghan¬ 
istan. 

Russian logic is as flawless as it is dead¬ 
ly. In a place like Afghanistan, where 
medical treatment is virtually non¬ 
existent, blowing somebody’s foot off is 
better than killing them — it requires at 
least two or three people to carry a casual¬ 
ty and, within a week, the wounded will 
probably die from gangrene. 

I brought one of these mines back with 
me to the United States and it is currently 
undergoing analysis. 

MARKINGS: 

Imprinted on “wing” PFM-1 

912-8-78 
VS-6D 
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An upcoming issue of SOF will fea¬ 
ture an in-depth, action-filled report 
on developments in Afghanistan by 
photo-journalist Jim Coyne, who re¬ 
cently returned from there. He accom¬ 
panied Afghan freedom fighters near 
Jalalabad where the Russians have 
established a large force of armor and 
infantry. 



LEFT & UPPER RIGHT: Soviet Anti-Personnel, 
Non-Detectable Plastic Mine (APNDPM), 
nicknamed “Squashy.” This one, brought back 
by SOF photojournalist Jim Coyne — first of 
its kind to reach the U.S. — measures 4V2” by 
2W and is made of green plastic. The Soviets 
reportedly are also making them in white and 
brown for camouflage purposes. Western 
intelligence agencies and bureaucracies are 
notoriously slow in notifying those who need it 
most about new weapons used by a potential 
enemy. Because the volatile world situation 
increases the possibility of a clash between 
U.S. or NATO troops and Soviet or Warsaw- 
Pact forces, it is imperative that our ground 
troops be familiar with the above mine. 
Therefore, SOF is going to tell them about it — 
immediately. Photos: C.E.D. Kite 







ABOVE: Believed to be the 
30mm round fired by the 
Soviet AGS-17 “Plamya” 
automatic grenade launcher 
widely used by Russian infantry 
In Afghanistan. This one, 
brought back by an SOF 
staffer, is the first to enter the 
U.S. RIGHT: Artist's rendering 
of AGS-17 “Plamya.” 



T HE Soviets have introduced a new in¬ 
fantry weapon to the fighting in Af¬ 
ghanistan — an automatic grenade 
launcher. 

It is described as a 30mm weapon, 
either belt-fed or employing a circular 
drum magazine. Tripod mounted, it 
weighs about 88 pounds and has a firing 
rate of some 80 rounds per minute. 

The drum magazines are believed to 
have a capacity of 30 rounds. 
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Some sources say that the weapon is 
capable of firing a shaped-charge anti¬ 
tank round plus a cluster “beehive” type 
missile. However, David Isby of Strategy 
and Tactics Magazine and author of the 
accompanying article on Soviet tactics in 
Afghanistan (see pg. 42), says that 
employment of such rounds would be a 
change in basic Soviet military policy. 
Isby says it is more likely that the Russians 
are using simple high-explosive and 


fragmentation rounds in the Afghan 
fighting. 

Official designation of the weapon is 
AGS-17, but it has been nicknamed the 
Plamya . 

Maximum range is believed to be about 
1,500 meters with best accuracy being 
achieved at around 800 meters. 
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T HIS story doesn’t have an ending yet 
— although it happened over 25 years 
ago — but it is my hope that someday it 
will. As you read, you will realize that 
there are countries and people that have 
gone, and are going, and will go through 
almost the same horrors, again and again. 

It was November 1950 when, for one 
nation — North Korea — throwing off 
the communist shackles almost became a 
reality. And now that Southeast Asia, the 
Near East, Africa and other areas suffer 
from, internal, external and civil strife 
which could result in more enslaved peo¬ 
ples, I would like to relate the following 
episodes which have remained in my 
thoughts and memory for these past 
years. 

Korea 1950 

In November 1950, I was a U.S. Marine 
lieutenant and leading the anti-tank pla¬ 
toon of the 7th Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division. Under orders of Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur, the 1st Marine Divi¬ 
sion was spearheading the United Nations 
Forces, attacking inland from the east 
coast of North Korea — the UN’s final 
blow against the North Korean “People’s 
Army.” 

The 1st Division Marines, made up of 
the 1st, 5th and 7th Marine Regiments, 
plus our support units, were confident of 
victory. After our recent bloody amphibi¬ 
ous landing at Seoul, our smashing of the 
North Korean forces up the “alley” to the 
city of Uijonbu, north of Seoul, and the 
sea voyage and bloodless landing at Won¬ 
san, we felt sure that the “police action” 
(quoting ex-President Truman) would 
soon be over. 

I was back in Seoul the day I first en¬ 
countered Kim: a young Korean, 21 years 
old and a senior at the University of 
Seoul, majoring in the humanities. He 
stood about five feet, two inches tall, was 
of medium build, dressed in civilian 
clothes and showed perfect gold-capped 
teeth through a quick and frequent smile. 
(I learned later that Kim’s father had been 
a professor of languages at the university. 
His mother and father were shot by the 
North Koreans at the time of the first in¬ 
vasion.) 

That day we were fighting our way to 
the “Citadel,” the last stronghold held by 
the NK in Seoul. The USS Missouri was 
broadsiding with its 16-inch guns, forcing 
civilians to flee south — bewildered, 
afraid and in a state of near panic. I was 
becoming frustrated by the difficulties en¬ 
countered in our progress when I heard a 
voice at my elbow saying, “Sir, could I 
help you?” 

We were authorized to appropriate the 
services of interpreters, contingent upon 
clearance through G-2, at a wage of 
36,000 won per month. Kim agreed to 
help. I supplied him with uniform, boots 
and necessary toilet articles. A strict direc¬ 
tive from Gen. MacArthur stated that 


under no circumstances were Korean na¬ 
tionals to be armed. However, after a 
week had passed, I felt Kim had proved 
himself. I “requisitioned” a carbine and 
told Kim to clean it. He was soon totally 
familiar with the weapon. I took him aside 
and taught him to shoot, fully aware that 
if his security check were in error, he 
might well have shot me. My trust in 
Kim’s ability was completely justified, for 
in the weeks that followed he proved 
himself a stalwart friend and ally. 

A Hut Near 
Koto-Ri 

After landing at Wonsan, our objective 
was the Yalu River. The Siberian tundra’s 
sub-zero cold and driving winds — power¬ 
ful and numbing — did not discourage us 
as we punched farther into this ancient 
alien land, almost unknown to the rest of 
the world. Attacking up the unpaved, nar¬ 
row, twisting, deeply rutted road on the 
way to Koto-ri, Hagaru-ri, past the 
Chosin Reservoir and on to Udamni, we 
fought our way to the Yalu River and the 
Chinese border. 

We warmed ourselves with the thought 
that this, the harshest of all campaigns, 
was almost over. The NK forces were 
breaking and in shambles. We felt we 
would be on our way home soon; our fer¬ 
vent and often-vocalized hope: “Home 
for Christmas.” 

Some days and many vicious fights 
later, in mid-November, as dusk fell, our 
unit pulled up a few miles north of Koto- 
ri, near a NK farmer’s small mud hut. A 
smaller, similar hut stood a few yards 
away. 

After posting security and a road block, 
I sent Kim to the farmhouse to ask per¬ 
mission to use the shanty as a warming 
station. Kim returned, having conducted a 
lengthy discussion with the apprehensive 
farmer who stood partially concealed in 
the doorway of his hovel. Kim said, “He 
says all right, but would like to know 
more about us.” 

Some of my men crowded into the small 
shelter to build a fire, heat our C-rations 
and set up for the night. We had barely 
finished our rations when the farmer, a 
wizened peasant in a tattered but clean 
quilted coat, appeared. He bowed politely 
and spoke rapidly in Korean to Kim, who 
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turned and said, “We are invited to his 
house for tea, sir.” 

I gestured to some of, my men and, 
pleased and a little unsure — but very 
curious — we accepted the invitation, We 
followed the little farmer, who, like a 
“yo-yo/’ bowed us into his tiny oil-lit 
hut. 

Jostling together around the glowing 
brazier, we added C-ration sugar and 
gratefully sipped the steaming tea from 
homemade clay cups. I offered a box of 
C-rations and cigarettes to the farmer, 
who was squatting, watching us closely 
with an expressionless face. His brown, al¬ 
mond eyes, fathomless and bright, shifted 
from one to another of us. He suspicious¬ 
ly examined the C-rations, asking Kim 
many questions. (He had never eaten 
anything from a can.) 

He finally seemed convinced that he 
had nothing to fear from us or the tin cans 
and wrapped foil packs in the Cs. He 
visibly relaxed and engaged Kim' in 
animated conversation, which Kim trans¬ 
lated for us. 

It was now obvious to me that this 
isolated farmer knew almost nothing of 
the outside world; only of this bleak mile- 
high valley in which he had lived all of his 
life. Without electricity, radio, cars, 
machinery or telephone, his world was 
Hagaru-ri to the north and the hamlet of 
Koto-ri to the south. 

He vaguely grasped that there was a war 
going on. But about what, he did not 
know, nor did he know what the UN was, 
or even Who we Marines were, or what the 
Chinese were doing there in his valley, or 
anything about the strange foreigners with 
the red stars on their caps. 

He Asked What We Were 
Doing In His Country 


He asked Kim who we were, what the 
blue flag with the white wreath repre¬ 
sented (our vehicles all flew the UN flag) 
and what we were doing in his country. 
Why had the Chinese come to his valley? 
Why had they slaughtered his only bul¬ 
lock, beaten him, raped his daughter and 
taken all the food they could find? He had 
many more questions. 

To all his queries I replied — through 
Kim — as best 1 could. We told him that 
North Korea had attacked South Korea, 
of the Chinese involvement in the “war/* 
and that our mission was to defeat com¬ 
munist NK and unseat Kim-ll-Sung, NK’s 
communist puppet of Mao Tse Tung, the 
communist Chinese puppeteer. 

He wanted to know where the Japanese 
had gone (they had occupied NK since 
early in the 20th century), He asked the 
meaning of the strange and, to him, un¬ 
readable signs he had seen on some build¬ 
ings in Hagaru-ri, and whose flag he saw 
flying on those same buildings. He de¬ 
scribed the flag as red, emblazoned with a 
hammer and sickle. 
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We tried to explain about the Russians. 
I also showed him a Russian flag I had 
liberated during the fighting at Seoul. 
“Yes,” he said, “that is the one.” 

I could not readily tell how much he 
really understood or accepted of what we 
told him, but as Kim translated our an¬ 
swers, the farmer occasionally nodded, his 
face impassive, 

“Skipper,” asked my stomach-con¬ 
scious radioman, in an aside to me, “can 
Kim ask if we can buy some eggs or some¬ 
thing?” 

Kim turned to me. I nodded, so he 
queried the farmer. As Kim translated the 
request, the farmer’s expressionless face 
suddenly broke into a beaming, gap- 
toothed smile at his realization that there 
was to be some profit in this unexpected 
encounter, and he wasn’t to be pillaged or 
beaten. Darting over to the assorted pots 
and bowls on the hearth, he proudly pro¬ 
duced about two dozen eggs, offering 
them to me and bowing deeply. I took 
them and pulled a wad of won notes from 
my pocket, counting out 4,000 UN South 
Korean won. (The exchange rate was 
6,000 won to the dollar.) 

Unknown, Worthless Money 

He hesitantly reached for the money 
and held it up closely to the oil lamp. His 
smile froze, his face clouding and turning 
expressionless. Suddenly, he launched a 
volley of sibilant words at Kim. After the 
interchange, Kim turned to us and ex¬ 
plained. “The farmer thinks we are trying 
to cheat him with this unknown, worthless 
money.” Quickly it dawned on me that he 
had only seen North Korean money, that 
only NK won was legal tender to him. I 
explained that henceforth only South 
Korean (UN) won would be used. We 
tried to explain about freedom and 
democracy and the UN, and what a better 
life would be his once the victory over the 
NK communist forces of Kim-ll-Sung was 
complete. Peace and freedom would 
return to his county, the “Land of Morn¬ 
ing Calm.” 

The farmer subsided into silence, squat¬ 
ting on his haunches, in the familiar pose 
of the Asiatic, digesting the info which 
Kim was translating to him. Occasionally 
he furrowed his brow in deep thought, 
fingering his horse-hair hat, picking his 
nose, continually puffing hard and deeply 
on the cigarettes we had given him. Except 
for the occasional soft crackling of the 
burning charcoal, all was quiet. Finally, 
after smoking three cigarettes down to the 
last, stained half-inch, he rose and spoke 
to Kim. 


The Farmer Decides 

Kim turned to me: “He wants to know 
whether we are absolutely sure that the 
communists will not return and if he can 
also be sure that the money you have 
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given him will be of value from now on.” 
After a shocked silence, we assured him 
that victory over the communists was cer¬ 
tain, and that he could be sure his “egg” 
money was good. Finally something dose 
to a smile lit up the farmer’s oriental 
features. He had reached a decision. 

He quickly bowed, turned and silently 
padded across the dirt floor. Prying up a 
flat stone from the hearth, he lifted from 
a cavity beneath it a small earthenware pot 
and held it up. As we silently crowded 
around the glowing brazier, on which the 
old peasant had brewed the tea, he started 
to pull wadded, tattered NK won notes 
from the pot. One by one, he straightened 
and dropped the bills, pausing between 
each one, onto the charcoal embers where 
they flared, crispened and became ashes. 

After he had burned the last bill (there 
must have been 600 or 700 in various 
denominations) he squatted silently, 
lighting another American cigarette. He 
then delivered a short speech, at the same 
time shifting his gaze from one Marine to 
another. The gist of his words were: “I 
believe that you are good men from 
America and have spoken honestly. You 
have paid me for my eggs, instead of just 
stealing from me as the Chinese soldiers 
have done. I also hate the communists of 
my own country as much as the Chinese. 
Therefore, I have burned all the money I 
saved from my lifetime of working.” 

It was a totally unexpected, impressive, 
deeply moving moment for us. By his im¬ 
promptu tableau, this North Korean 
farmer had dramatically demonstrated his 
hatred for the communists and his trust 
and belief in us. Embarrassed and put 
slightly ill at ease by his confounding 
display of emotion, we could think of 
nothing appropriate to say in reply. 
Lingering a few minutes longer and giving 
our profuse thanks for the tea, we quietly 
straggled back to the shanty. 

Next morning, we mounted up and 
moved out northward to the large town of 
Hagaru-ri, located at the south end of the 
Chosin Reservoir. We encountered no 
enemy on the way. Our host of the night 
stood before his doorway, smiling and 
waving until we were out of sight. That 
was the last time I ever saw him. 

The North Korean and Chinese resis¬ 
tance had evaporated, and communist of¬ 
ficials and party members had followed 
the flight of their army. The UN forces 
began to make good their promises — to 
give North Korea a free, democratic gov¬ 
ernment. We Marines, assisted by an Ar¬ 
my civil-affairs team, supervised the local 
elections in Hagaru-ri in which, for the 
First time in decades, NKs were able to 
freely choose and elect their own candi- 

Marines from 1st Division patrol 
capture two Chinese communists 
Just outside Koto-rl. Note Chlcom 
soldiers wearing white padded 
uniforms for camouflage. Photo: 
Defense Dept. 
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dates. I watched as the newly elected may¬ 
or and councilmen of Hagaru-ri, proud 
and dignified in white clothing and tradi¬ 
tional woven-horsehair, stovepipe hats, 
were inaugurated into office in a frigid 
open-air ceremony. They shared the flag- 
draped platform with senior UN and Ma¬ 
rine officers. Despite the snow and sub¬ 
zero weather, an almost Fourth-of-July 
atmosphere prevailed. 

The freedom of Hagaru-ri and North 
Korea was as short lived as our “victory.” 
The Chinese communist armies of Mao 
Tse Tung had, in spite of continual an¬ 
nouncements of denial to the rest of the 
world, crossed the Yalu en masse and en¬ 
gaged our troops. UN units on both of 
our flanks crumbled, as did the U.S. Ar¬ 
my on the west coast of North Korea, and 
we were swiftly and totally surrounded by 
Five Chinese divisions. 

Lt. Col. Raymond G. Davis fought his 
way through the Chinese back to Hagaru- 
ri from Yudami, leading his 1st Battalion, 
7th Marines, in an epic fight to rejoin the 
5th Marines at Hagaru-ri. For this action 
Davis was awarded the Medal of Honor. 
The 1st Marines tried but could not break 
through the encircling Chinese who sur¬ 
rounded the 7th and 5th Regiments at 
Hagaru-ri, 

The Breakout 

After many days and nights of fighting 
the encircling Chinese (whose orders were 
to annihilate all of the Marines), we were 


ordered to fight our way out and return to 
Hungnam and our U.S. fleet. So we began 
our historic breakout — that never-to-be- 
forgotten December fight to Hungnam 
and the sea. Back down the narrow twist¬ 
ing “road” we fought. The temperature 
was hitting 25 below zero and was cruelly 
compounded by high altitude and driving 
winds of up to 50 knots — an almost un¬ 
believable nightmare. 

By early morning of the first day, 
helped greatly by the magnificent close air 
support of our planes, we had pushed 
miles southward, fighting all the way, 
knocking out roadblocks and machine- 
gun nests by continual direct frontal at¬ 
tacks, all under continuous Chinese fire: 
bazookas, machine guns, mortars and ar¬ 
tillery. 

Back At The Hut 

Late in the afternoon, as I wearily 
pulled myself from a sheltering, frozen, 
snow-filled ditch, while our aircraft 
roared low overhead napaiming a Chinese 
strongpoint on a spur commanding the 
road, I found myself near the now- 
shattered, burning mud hut where I had 
spent the night only a few days before. It 
was the home of the farmer who had 
pledged his faith and life on the victory of 
the UN forces by burning his life savings. 

With the snap of machine-gun fire and 
the crumping of incoming mortars, I had 
to move my platoon forward again. There 
were more Chinese ahead. Continuing our 


fight — with the long column of men and 
vehicles, many carrying the frozen-solid 
dead — bringing up the rear, we lurched 
and stumbled, fighting southeastward 
toward Hungnam where the Navy and our 
ships awaited us. 

The next day and night a blizzard off 
the Russian tundra roared in with gales of 
howling wind. Soul-chilling temperatures 
dropped below our thermometer’s range. 
Due to the weather, we were without our 
close-support aircraft and the night 
became a sleepless nightmare. 

The killing and killing — no quarter 
given or taken — oncoming waves of 
Chinese using hand grenades, mortars, 
bayonets and rifle fire — hunger and 
thirst weakening us that much more — the 
screaming of the wounded and dying — 
Chinese bugles blaring in the night. 

In the morning’s grim first light, the 
silent stacks of frozen dead — theirs and 
ours — sprawled grotesquely in the snow. 
But frost-bitten, bearded. Filthy and half 
starved, angry and unbeaten, with many 
wounded, we fought through to Hung¬ 
nam: Litzenburg’s 7th, Murray’s 5th and 
Chesty Puller’s 1st had made it. In making 
it, the 1st Division had destroyed Mao’s 
most prized 10th Route Army. 

Into Hungnam 

As we passed through the UN perimeter 
outside Humhung-hungnam, with our 
wounded riding and our dead lashed to 
our vehicles, a small, pert, white woman, 



Astonished Marines of 5th & 7th Regiments, who hurled back three Chinese divisions at Koto-ri, were ordered to retreat down this 
road with all wounded, equipment — and their dead. Marine column covered 15 miles in sub-zero weather on icy roads defended every 
foot of the way by Chinese troops. Photo: Defense Dept. 
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standing in a jeep waving, shouted: 
“Marines, you have made it, God bless 

Continued on page 70 


1st MARINE DIVISION 
1950-51 

The First Marine Division, 1950-51: 
It is quite possible that this was the on¬ 
ly division of any army in existence 
that could have made a successful 
breakout through 10 Chinese divisions. 
Certainly no U.S. Army division up 
north did. 

One reason it was able to accomplish 
this Fighting march — that military his¬ 
torians have equated with a similar one 
by Xenophon’s 10,000 — was because 
of its three regimental commanders. 
Those men were perhaps the three 
finest, fightingest colonels ever 
assembled in one division at one time. 

And their regiments all had per¬ 
sonalities. The enlisted men were a 
magnificent mix of hard-core regulars, 
privates and corporals with one, two or 
three years’ service, noncoms who 
were veterans of WWII and hastily- 
called-up reserves, also all WWII vets. 
(One platoon in the 5th Marines had a 
millionaire as a BARman.) 

The colonels. One was Homer Lit- 
zenberg. As a sergeant, he had terrified 
bandits and guerrillas in Haiti and San¬ 
to Domingo. He was a firm believer in 
discipline and the 7th was perhaps the 
best disciplined of all regiments in the 
First Division. Besides Litzenberg’s 
personality, this was also partially due 
to the fact that the 7th arrived in Korea 
as a unit. It had been the 6th Marines 
at Camp Lejeune before the war. The 
other regiments were thrown together 
from men at posts, stations and ships’ 
companies from all over the world. 

The 5th Marines. Lt. Col. (later col¬ 
onel) Raymond Murray commanding. 
Peculiar mixture. Ray Murray was the 
epitome of the southern gentleman. 
Courtly, soft spoken, physically brave 
almost to a fault. His men were prob¬ 
ably the raunchiest, rowdiest, hardest- 
drinking bunch of roughnecks in the 
entire Marine Corps. But colonel and 
men loved one another and they work¬ 
ed beautifully together. 

And then there was the First Regi¬ 
ment. All other Marines in the Marine 
Corps figured that the First Regiment 
was composed entirely of madmen. Its 
colonel was Lewis Burwell (Chesty) 
Puller, the most highly decorated 
Marine in the history of the Corps. 
Puller genuinely liked combat and his 
personality permeated down to his 
men. There was probably no other in¬ 
fantry regiment on earth as aggressive, 
vain and as sure of themselves as the 
First Marines. 

—Jim Graves 



TOP: Marine infantrymen take cover behind large boulders while engaging Chinese 
communists trying to halt breakout. Photo: Defense Dept. MIDDLE: Chinese com¬ 
munist troops, wearing rags and American footgear, surrender to Marines from 
Charley Company, 7th Marines, south of Koto-ri. Photo: Defense Dept. ABOVE: 
Exhausted 1st Division Marines take advantage of break in fighting near Yudam-ni 
on 1 December to brew up cup of coffee. Photo: Defense Dept. 
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A NIGHT AT 

Keeping 


by Copt. Jerry Lee 



Capt. Jerry Lee, (JSAR, was a guest of 
the Rhodesian army for three months in 
1977 (and still won *t say how he arranged 
that). He was given the honorary rank of 
captain in the Rhodesian Artillery, and 
accompanied various units of the Rhode¬ 
sian army on operations throughout the 
country. This is one of his more unusual 
experiences. — The Eds. 

“... Villa Salazar was again subjected 
to rocket , mortar and small-arms fire 
from Mozambique. There were no casual¬ 
ties, and no damage was sustained. ” 

T hat was the conclusion of nearly every 
situation report released by Rhode¬ 
sian Combined Operations Headquarters 
in the latter part of 1977. Villa Salazar had 
been bombarded almost every night for 
months, and had the distinction of being 
the most shot-at place on the African con¬ 
tinent. And now I was headed for this 
small, isolated post on the southeastern 
border, where a 40-man detachment from 
the Rhodesia Regiment faced a 300-man 
Frelimo garrison just across the border. 
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VILLA SALAZAR 

Freddie Fired Up 


The only other friendly in the area was 
a four-gun troop of 25-pounders from the 
Rhodesian Artillery, constantly roaming 
the bush nearby, but always within range 
of the border post to dissuade the Fred¬ 
dies (Frelimo troops) from any 
naughtiness. 

I arrived in the evening, as the Rhode¬ 
sian troopies were downing Lion Lagers 
and checking weapons in anticipation of a 
night’s entertainment. The Freddies had 
learned not to cause trouble until well 
after dark (unknown to them, a television 
camera mounted atop a 100-foot mast 
monitored all their daylight movements). 
As darkness fell, the troopies picked up 
weapons, donned steel helmets and filed 
into the trenches surrounding the few re¬ 
maining buildings. 

A Portuguese-speaking soldier began 
reading a propaganda message to the 
Frelimo over the loudspeaker. The Fred¬ 
dies showed their appreciation by lobbing 
over a few 60mm mortar shells. (1 was told 
their response was feeble compared to the 
night they had been read their own mail, 
captured by the Selous Scouts.) 

As the Frelimo mortar shells began to 
get close, 1 jumped into a shallow mortar 
pit where a sergeant was returning fire 
with a British 60mm mortar. “They’re 
shooting pretty good tonight,” he told 
me. “Must have some of their East Ger¬ 
man advisers in town.” 

The Rhodesian mortar Fire seemed to 
stir up the Frelimo troops even more. 
Soon the sky was filled with streams of 
green AK tracer and RPG-7 rockets, most 
of which were Fired harmlessly overhead, 
and an occasional 122mm rocket. 
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The Rhodesian commander, Captain 
Richards, dropped in and announced, 
“We’re going to take a small patrol for¬ 
ward with a MAG and give the Freddies a 
squirt. Care to come along?” I had some 
doubts as to the wisdom of leaving the 
trenches to wander around in no-man’s- 
land with so much steel pollution in the 
air, but the captain assured me the 
Frelimo troops posed more danger to 
themselves than to us. 

Wc formed a five-man patrol — two to 
man the MAG and three riflemen for 
security — crawled out of the trench and 
stumbled 200 meters through the wreck¬ 
age of the border post to a partially de¬ 
stroyed house. The machine-gun crew 
climbed onto the roof where they could 
get better observation over the flat ter¬ 
rain, and the rest of us found positions 
around the house where we could watch 
for any flanking attempt. 

After our machine gun had fired a 
couple of belts at the sound and flash of 
the Frelimo mortar, the Freddies shifted 
their fire onto us. One round landed 25 
meters to my left, the next 30 meters to my 
right. I wondered if they were bracketing. 
When the next round came whooshing 
down straight for me, 1 knew they were. 1 
ducked behind a brick wall, hoping the 
shell would choose to land on the other 
side of it — it did, showering the area with 
steel splinters. 

The mortar switched back to the gar¬ 
rison behind us and the Freddie riflemen 
began to spray us with AK fire, using full 
magazines of tracer. None of it passed any 
less than 20 feet overhead. Then a burst 
slammed into the roof of the house, pep¬ 


pering the MAG crew with chips off the 
brick fireplace. The gunners slid quickly 
to the ground, cursing. 

“That was no Freddie,” exclaimed one 
of them. “That bugger was using ball am¬ 
mo and shooting with his eyes open. It 
must have been one of their European ad¬ 
visers shooting that time.” It was time to 
go. 

We returned to the trenches. The 
sergeant manning the mortar showed me a 
mortar shell which had landed on the edge 
of his pit near where I had been crouching 
earlier. It was a dud. 

The Frelimo fire had slacked off, so the 
Portuguese-speaking troopie announced a 
contest: a prize would be awarded to the 
first Freddie to hit the loudspeaker. The 
air filled with green tracer and RPG 
rockets once more, but the safest place m 
the camp was the loudspeaker. 

Eventually the firing died down and 
stopped. The Frelimo troops were not 
ones to let a war interfere with a good 
night’s sleep. We left the trenches to 
survey the extent of Frelimo handiwork 
on the camp. 

The mess hall had been hit twice, and a 
hit on a barrack building had slashed 
several sleeping bags to rags. But the only 
critical target at Villa Salazar, the beer 
cooler, was undamaged. 

• • Villa Salazar was again subjected 
to rocket , mortar and small-arms fire 
from Mozambique. There were no cas¬ 
ualties and no damage was sustained. ” 
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VC VALLEY 

On Recon Near Que Son 


by Dean W. Scott 


Demolitions man holds M79 on 
captured VC soldiers in Que Son. 



In November 1967 ’ / was a rifleman with 
the U.S. Army, Company A, 1st Battal¬ 
ion, 35th Infantry, 4th Infantry Division 
attached to of the Americal Division near 
Chu Lai, Vietnam . 

On 22 November, my battalion was air¬ 
lifted to d region known as Que Son — or 
VC — Valley. For the next six days our 
mission was to search out and destroy a 
North Vietnamese hospital and an R&R 
center suspected of being in the area. This 
is my diary of those days. 

November 22—Recon Patrol 

I’ve always prided myself on being alert 
and trying to stay one step ahead of the 
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enemy. I keep my eyes open. As soon as 
we arrive in the area and go on patrol, I 
know it’s active with enemy soldiers. I see 
numerous potential ambush sites capable 
of containing a company of men or more. 

November 23— 

Airlift Into Enemy Territory 

At approximately 1100, we’re airlifted 
to a downed helicopter. When we arrive, 
we spot its crew nearby. Within minutes, 
the sky’s dotted with choppers to protect 
them. 

We start to draw sniper fire from a 
village about 100 yards away, and a two- 
hour fire fight breaks out. The helicopter 


gunships fire their rockets around both 
our perimeter and the village and at 
enemy positions 300 yards from us. 

One bold pilot swoops down to within 
25 yards of an enemy position to draw 
their fire. On the third pass he hovers, 
points the nose down and releases his 
rockets — silencing the position. When he 
flies over us, grinning from ear to ear, I’m 
sure he hears the infantrymen cheer. That 
night the downed chopper gets blown 
away by “Charlie” with an RPG rocket 
launcher. 

November 24— 
“Charlie” Moves Out 

The enemy force withdraws from the 
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village. The villagers, NVA sympathizers, 
are uncooperative. Our orders are to 
relocate them, take inventory and shoot 
and burn all animals, cattle and huts. 

My squad flushes a VC soldier from the 
village. I see him trot toward a bush 300 
yards from my position. I fire my M79 
grenade launcher and hit the bush dead 
center. The round hits him in the heel, 
holding him there. When we search him, 
we find he’s carrying four Chinese 
grenades in his satchel. 

November 25—No Surprises 


Everything seems quiet, until dusk, 
when “Charlie” throws a grenade into 
our position, striking our demolitions 
man in the back. Seven of us carry him 
two miles from the CP (Command Post) 
to be picked up by a medevac ’copter. It’s 
dark. A perfect time for an ambush. Men¬ 
tally, I prepare myself for the unexpected 


into the woods. Men are fighting within 
25 feet of us, and I think to myself that 
this will be my last battle. I’m going to die 
here. 

An NVA soldier bursts from a hole 15 
feet away. He’s cut down by our APC’s 
.50-caliber machine gun. Seconds later, an 
RPG rocket hits the APC in the middle of 
the splashboard. I see smoke and hear 
men screaming. I’m amazed I’m alive. I 
climb over to the driver, who’s in great 
pain. He’s holding his right leg above the 
knee. I pick him up and shove him over 
the side to a medic. I think about the 
claymore mines, afraid they’ll explode. 
The track commander and another man 
are unconscious. Our numbers are dimin¬ 
ished, but we hold our position and, as 
darkness falls, the fight continues, 

I can’t believe my ears when I hear the 
engines rev up about two hours later. 
Orders have come down to follow the 
APC even deeper into enemy territory. 
What a fierce fighting unit that 1st 
Cavalry is! The .50-caliber machine guns 


seeking revenge. When I get about 200 
yards past the hut, I hear mortars going 
off, then automatic-weapons fire and ex¬ 
plosions. Our men are pinned down in the 
rice paddy by enemy fire. 

I think of the old man. He knew we 
were walking into an ambush and, in 
silence, watched us do it. A sympathizer. I 
draw my .45 and run to the hut. No one’s 
there. I dodge inside the hut and check 
out the bomb shelter. The old man’s 
disappeared. 

About seven of us run to the edge of the 
ambushed paddy. I hear automatic fire 
close by. Then I see the grass shake as a 
weapon is fired. I crawl to within 30 feet 
of the spot and blow away the three- 
soldier position. Then I start running and 
crawling back toward my squad. 

The next thing I remember I’m lying on 
my back. I get to my knees. My left 
hand’s mangled and I’m bleeding from 
the chest near my heart. My M79 grenade 
launcher has two holes in the barrel. 
They’d be in my chest if I hadn’t been car- 



— for hand-to-hand combat. Nothing. 
We make it back to the CP safely, seeing 
nothing but a water buffalo en route. 

November 26— 

I’m Going To Die Here 

We’re airlifted to an area where the 1st 
Armored Cavalry is fighting, a company 
of the meanest, toughest warriors I’ve 
ever seen. Our orders are to follow the ar¬ 
mored personnel carriers into the enemy 
position. We throw our packs on the 
APC’s splashboards. After crossing 
several rice paddies, we approach a wood¬ 
ed area. Suddenly, all hell breaks loose. 
We can’t retreat, so we advance rapidly 
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Vietnamese ARVN interpreter, Kim, 
takes break, eating can of C-rations. 
Note .30-caliber Ml carbine at feet. 


fire simultaneously as we work our way 
forward. When the sun rises, “Charlie” 
gets his ass kicked. 

November 27—Ambush 

We’re on routine patrol. As we slog our 
way out of a rice paddy, we approach a 
lone hut and see an old couple with a 
young child by their side. They have their 
arms around each other and their eyes on 
us. The old man’s so scared he’s shaking. 
I know the VC and NVA are nearby and 


rying my weapon in the port arms posi¬ 
tion. The NVA sniper who shot me from 
his tree position is subsequently killed by 
M16 and M79 fire. 

To this day, I can still see that child, 
and the old couple with their arms around 
each other, standing by their hut — 
watching, 

EDITOR'S NOTE: On 18 January 
1968 , disabled Sgt Dean W, Scott was 
awarded the Silver Star by the U.S. Army 
for his heroic and distinguished participa¬ 
tion in the above operation which aided 
greatly in the accomplishment of the 
unit's mission . 
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LET ’ER RIP! 


SOF Tests 

New Parachute System 

by Joe Tragger 


S OMETIMES it’s amazing how elusive 
something can be, when all the while 
it’s been in your own hip pocket. 

Several months ago I heard rumors of 
a new parachute that deployed at low 
speed and altitude — 100 knots and 300 
feet. Those of us who jump know that is 
damn low speed and altitude. I inquired 
of everyone I knew at Ft. Benning but 
could not turn up anything. I checked Ft. 
Bragg and the 18th Airborne Corps, but 
again drew a blank. 

While at Bragg, I talked to an old ac¬ 
quaintance, Col. Lee Mizes. When I asked 
about this new ’chute that was jumped at 
100 knots and 300 feet, he wanted to 
know if I’d been smoking dope — or if 
this was just one of my normal, recurring 
lapses into insanity. When assured I was 
sane and hadn’t taken up a habit he would 
disapprove of, he made several phone 
calls trying to track down the elusive 
parachute. No luck. 

Col. Mizes assured me that if it was 
happening at Ft. Bragg, he would know 
about it. Knowing him as I do, I took his 
word for it. I filed the rumor of the new 
parachute away in the back of my mind, 
mentally noting that, although it ap¬ 
parently didn’t exist, it was a grand idea. 

Missing Links 

That was months ago, before fortune 
smiled on me in the form of Sgt. Maj. 
Charles "Buddy” Blue. When I men¬ 
tioned the new ’chute to him, he was sur¬ 
prised I didn’t know all about it. 

It had been developed by Jimmy Caser, 
a parachute rigger from my old National 
Guard unit. Caser and I both left the unit 
a few years ago, and he is now with the 
Air National Guard. To add insult to in¬ 
jury, I found out that Wynn Smith had 
flown the test jumpers — and Smith and I 
had done some dreaming together recent- 

ly. 
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Even this humiliation was not enough. 
Having checked all over the south and 
southwest for the ’chute, having over¬ 
looked Jimmy Caser and Wynn Smith, I 
discovered that the test jumper was John 
Kelsey, the commo sergeant from my old 
Special Forces detachment. 

(With my record of success, I could 
easily be mistaken for a government em¬ 
ployee. I did eventually track down the 
’chute, so even had I been employed by 
the government, it couldn’t have been as a 
senior official.) 

The project got underway about three 
years ago. Christian Koenig, a retired Ar¬ 
my officer and sportjumper, brought his 
new parachute idea to Caser, a master rig¬ 
ger, after which the original concept un¬ 
derwent considerable modification before 
the present system was evolved. 

PIAD Project 

It employs from four to seven PIADs 
(parachute inflation assistance devices) 
spaced evenly around the ’chute. These 
PIADs are additional panels that run 
from the skirt to the apex and are not 
stressed, as are the inner panels. 

As the ’chute canopy leaves the deploy¬ 
ment bag and achieves line stretch, the 
PIAD is not under stress. The PIADs act 
as canopy-opening devices. PIAD cano¬ 
pies open from skirt to apex, as opposed 
to the standard ’chute which opens from 
apex to skirt. By opening the skirt first, air 
is trapped in the canopy at a faster rate; 
therefore quicker opening is achieved. 
Even at this faster rate, the opening re¬ 
mains smooth. The additional PIAD 
panels help slow rate of descent. 

Tried And True 

Caser and his people tested the system 
extensively, and several hundred jumps 
were made without malfunction. It has 


been packed every way possible: It was 
rigger-rolled and shoved into the pack. It 
was packed wet. Yet it always came out 
with a full canopy. 

This system has been tested with all the 
standard military parachutes in use today: 
the 28-foot canopy used by the Air Force 
and Navy, and both the 35-foot main and 
24-foot reserve used by the Army and 
Marines. 

Putting this system into mass produc¬ 
tion would add only an estimated $75 to 
the current model. 

An Exceptional Experience 

I stood on the wheel and gripped the 
strut of a Cessna 182 on a jump run — no 
big feat. Certainly nothing to write about. 
It’s common at drop zones all around the 
country. What made this jump an excep¬ 
tion — and exceptional — was the alti¬ 
tude. 

On the other end of my static line, 
Dwain Calhoun gave me a once-over and 
a nod. I looked at Caser, the pilot. He 
held up three fingers and nodded. Three 
fingers: 300 feet. I kicked off, getting a 
good arch. 

A DZ from 300 feet is crystal clear. In 
an instant — for that’s all the time you 
have jumping from 300 feet — I saw Jessie 
Woodard, a photographer, recording the 
jump on video tape, and Tom Boswell, 
owner of the Cessna, standing by the edge 
of the DZ waiting for me to hit it. No one 
could miss a DZ from 300 feet — and 
neither would I. 

The ’chute opened with surprising 
smoothness. Even better, I dropped only 
75 feet before I had almost a full canopy. 
After a few swings I touched the ground. 
Touched. Not hit. It was without a doubt 
the lightest touch-down I have ever ex¬ 
perienced. (If one tries a PLF with this 
system, he’d better be able to balance on 
his toes.) 


APRiL/81 




PIAD 


FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: 
Artist’s rendering of FIAD 
’chute opening. 


Artist’s rendering of PIAD ’chute with full canopy: 
sideview (above), topview (below). 



At that point, I was the seventh person 
to test-jump this new system. After the 
way it performed, I’d feel comfortable 
jumping at 200 feet. 

This was no daredevil, sideshow stunt. 
There is damn good reason and much 
need for a parachute that can safely 
deploy at 300 feet — or less — if 
necessary. Those who have been involved 
in airborne operations know what I mean. 

When people are scattered from one 
end of a DZ to the other, getting them to 
the assembly point becomes a major prob¬ 
lem. And not just on mass tactical jumps: 
I have seen good Special Forces “A” 
Teams spread all over DZs, without being 
able to do anything about it. 

You Can’t Miss 

This new system would enable teams, 
companies — or whatever size unit — to 
jump and land in the same small area. 
From 300 feet, not even some of the 
turkeys I know could fly a parachute off a 
DZ. 

But this system has other important 
points in its favor. The 300-foot drop 
significantly reduces the time a para¬ 
trooper spends swinging, exposed, be¬ 
neath a canopy, like a target in a shooting 
gallery. More important, however, is that 
it is difficult for radar to track an aircraft 
at that height. No radar, no missiles. 
Radar is to missiles what sights are to 
rifles. 


Supply Drop Solution 

Use of this system also has tremendous 
potential for supply drops. The U.S. 
probably air-dropped more supplies to the 
enemy than to its own people from WWII 
through Vietnam. On D-Day, 1944, the 
82nd and its supplies were scattered all 
over the French countryside. It took days 
before some units could link up. 

In the Korean War, Marine Corps Gen. 
Chesty Puller, one of the Finest soldiers 
ever, commanded the perimeter at Koto- 
ri. In one drop, the Air Force scattered 
supplies over three to four miles. Many of 
these supplies fell behind the Chinese 
lines, but some of them fell into Puller’s 
own camp and killed and wounded several 
Marines. After this no-no, Puller got on 
the radio and had some of the Air Force 
personnel involved in the drop placed 
under arrest. 

Vietnam was no better. Although we 
got supplies by Army C-7 Caribous and 
HU-1 helicopters, we lost many aircraft 
and their crews to enemy gunfire during 
delivery. 

PIAD ’chutes may solve the problem of 
successful delivery of men and supplies to 
small DZs and of drops in adverse condi¬ 
tions. 
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Detonics' .45: 


KAHY OFF-DUTY 

INAIIOP 

Text & Photos by 
Matt Fredericks 


A S a member of a large law-enforce¬ 
ment agency, I’ve found that off- 
duty shootouts are not as uncommon as 
one would wish. Unfortunately, most 
members of the police community don’t 
share that opinion. They consider going 
armed off-duty an unnecessary hassle, be¬ 
cause they believe that “nothing ever hap¬ 
pens off-duty anyway,” or “I’m never go¬ 
ing to get involved off-duty.” Such 
statements, however, could come back to 
haunt them. 

The .38 snub is the overwhelming 
choice of most officers and many armed 
civilians. To state that it is inadequate for 
its intended purpose is to belabor the ob¬ 
vious. Almost every gun writer has a 
favorite .38-snub horror story, and I’m no 
exception. 

An off-duty copper was reposing in his 
favorite watering hole when an antisocial 
type entered, pulled out a sawed-off .22 
rifle and announced a holdup. The officer 
bided his time until the robber got to him. 
When the demand was made for his mon¬ 
ey, the officer pulled his .38 snub and shot 
the holdup man twice with a popular + P 
110-grain, jacketed-hollowpoint load. 
Both rounds were dead-center chest hits, 
but the holdup man’s reaction was to beat 
the officer to death with his rifle. Then he 
staggered outside and died. 
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I too used to rely on the short-barreled 
.38 revolver until one night in a local 
grocery store, when I found myself con¬ 
fronted by two heavily armed holdup 
men. Multiple hits with .38 hollowpoints 
seemed only to irritate them, and if it 
hadn’t been for the prompt arrival of of¬ 
ficers responding to the shots, my wife 
would probably be a police widow. 

Hot Spots 

The very next morning, I went to a local 
gun shop and bought a lightweight Colt 
Commander .45 ACP. The Commander is 
a superb weapon, but it’s not perfect. 
Eight months out of the year, it’s an ex¬ 
cellent choice for off-duty or plain-clothes 
use. When the weather gets hot, however, 
it begins to lose its attractiveness. At such 
times, I find the Commander a hassle to 
conceal despite my six-foot, 200-pound 
frame. 

In hot weather, 1 went back to carrying 
a snub. This, however, proved to be ah 
unsatisfactory arrangement. Twice I had 
to pull it in off-duty situations. While I 
didn’t fire any shots, I was less than happy 
with having to rely upon a weapon that 
had failed me in the past. I switched to a 
.357 snub, but was still dissatisfied. 


The obvious solution to my dilemma 1 
was a weapon with the Commander’s 
stopping power in a concealable package. 
Custom “chopped and channeled” .45s 
have been around for years, but they’re 
not all they’re cracked up to be. First of 
all, they’re extremely expensive. Several 
custom pistolsmiths quoted me prices in 
the $750-$1,000 range. Second, they have 
not proven the most reliable weapons. 

Several friends have had to return their 
down-sized .45s to the gunsmith before 
reliable functioning was achieved. It’s not 
just a matter of chopping so much off the 
grip and so much off the barrel and slap¬ 
ping it back together again. There’s a 
delicate balance that must be achieved and 
maintained. Third, they’re routinely of¬ 
fered with all sorts of features of limited 
— if not questionable — advantage. 
Hooked trigger guards, adjustable sights 
and accuracy jobs are useless frills on a 
weapon designed for close-range self-de¬ 
fense purposes. Fourth, they’re usually 
available only after a waiting period of 
months, if not years. 

Detonics’ New Auto 

I was aware of the Detonics .45 auto, 
but I’ve always been leery of new weap¬ 
ons. The first runs invariably have prob- 
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lems and many new firms develop termi- Detonics MKVi is an excellent 
nal financial trouble and disappear as concealment piece, 
quickly as they come. The first Detonics 
put on the market were of questionable re¬ 
liability but, in all fairness, the firm was 
sincere in its efforts to correct these prob¬ 
lems and stand behind the product. The 
guns eventually became reliable, but were 
only offered in blue steel, a finish of 
limited rust resistance. 

When I first heard that Detonics was 
going to offer its .45 in stainless steel, I 
contacted the firm and obtained one for 
evaluation. The Combat Master Mark VI 
comes in a lined zipper case with warranty 
card and an extra stainless-steel magazine. 

The weapon is not substantially bigger 
than the .38 snub I previously relied on. 

Match Proof 

The proof of a weapon designed for 
self-defense is, of course, in the shooting. 
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I have constantly been dismayed by gun 
writers who put 25 to 50 rounds through a 
weapon and pronounce it reliable. So I 
took the weapon to an IPSC match I de¬ 
signed. It was a “specialty” match in 
which the 30 competitors shot the same 
weapon: the Detonics. They each put 50 
rounds through the weapon without a 
malfunction. The loads ranged from 
200-grain semi-wadcutter handload* to 
factory-jacketed hollowpoints. 

The weapon was also tested for ac¬ 
curacy at reasonable ranges. Since the 
overwhelming majority of lethal confron¬ 
tations take place at distances of under 20 
feet, it seemed a pointless exercise to 
spend time shooting 50-yard groups. The 
Detonics performed excellently at normal 
combat distances. 

The weapon comes throated for high- 
performance ammunition, with an en¬ 
larged ejection port to insure that the 
empties don’t hang up. The piece handled 
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all currently available, high-performance 
.45 ammunition easily. Because I was 
curious about the velocity loss from the 
Detonics’ shorter barrel, I chronographed 
a number of factory loads and checked 
them for expansion by firing them into a 
20-pound block of ductseal. 


The results are listed below: 


Load 

Velocity 

Expansion 

1. W-W 

185-grain jhp 

903 fps 

.603” 

2. Speer 

200 -grain jhp 

823fps 

.634” 

3. R-P 

185-grain jhp 

819fps 

.487” 

4. Super Vel 

190-grain jhp 

916fps 

.576” 

5. Federal 

185-grain jhp 

931 fps 

.667” 

6 . Federal 

230-grain fmj 

762fps 

,452” 


As the testing revealed, the .45 doesn’t 
lose much velocity from the shorter bar¬ 
rel. Actually, since the .45 obtains its ex¬ 
cellent stopping power from the heavy 
bullet and large diameter, a noticeable loss 
in velocity isn’t critical. 

While the Detonics stainless has proven 
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to be a reliable performer, it’s not quite 
perfect. The smooth front strap makes it 
difficult to control in rapid fire. For¬ 
tunately, while I was in the process of 
wringing out the Detonics, Pachmayr 
shipped me a pair of new rubber grips for 
it. They make all the difference in the 
world. 

Since Detonics already offers a Pach¬ 


mayr mainspring housing, we can hope 
they’ll soon offer the grips as standard 
issue. Out of the box, the gun had a nine- 
pound trigger pull. While I brought this 
down to a five-pound pull rather easily, 
one would expect a weapon as expensive 
as the Mark VI to arrive with an accep¬ 
table trigger. 

Although there is considerable debate 


over what weapon provides adequate 
stopping power, there should be little 
argument that the Detonics is an excellent 
choice for those who prefer big-bore stop¬ 
ping power in a compact package. 





ABOVE: Pachmayr mainspring 
housing helps absorb .45’s recoil. 


ABOVE: Fully loaded indicator 
protrudes from bottom of magazine 
to indicate weapon’s status to 
shooter. 

RIGHT: Rear-sight blades are 
available in different heights to 
allow proper setting for elevation. 

BELOW: Enlarged ejection port is 
worthwhile feature on weapon 
designed for self-defense. 
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AFGHANISTAN’S 
WINTER WAR 

Russian Goals in War’s 2nd Year 


by David C. Isby 



Soviet troops move out from landing zone. Mi-8 “Hips” that inserted them hover overhead, able to deliver supporting fire from 
57mm rocket pods. Photo: V.M, Martinova 


B Y the time this is in print, the Soviet 
army will probably have launched 
and concluded a number of offensives in 
Afghanistan. These offensives may not at¬ 
tract the attention of the press, for they 
will be launched under tight security and 
will lack massed tanks or hub-to-hub ar¬ 
tillery. Instead, the Soviets will attack 
with limited but specific objectives — to 
dear Afghans from strategically valuable 
areas and prevent further anti-Soviet ac¬ 
tivities in those areas. The Soviet goal is to 
completely eliminate the opposition in a 
given area by destroying not only the 
Afghan guerrillas, but the food they eat 
and the society they defend. 
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In the spring of 1980, the expected all- 
out Soviet offensive did not materialize. 
Apparently, the Soviets have concentrated 
on consolidating their hold around impor¬ 
tant areas such as roads and cities, build¬ 
ing up support and logistical facilities, 
purging the Afghan army and launching a 
series of limited offensives. The winter of 
1980-81 should see more intense offensive 
combat. Soviet anti-guerrilla operations 
(“anti-partisan,” as the Soviets refer to 
them) emphasize winter offensives. 

Historically, winter campaigns have 
proven effective. The U.S. Army brought 
its most elusive Indian opponents to 
decisive battle through long and hard 


winter campaigning. The Germans 
mounted their most successful attacks 
against Soviet partisans in the depths of 
the Russian winter. 

In winter, the Afghans will be at a dis¬ 
advantage. Their ability to move cross¬ 
country is greatly reduced, while the 
Soviets can rely on helicopters and 
tracked vehicles. Afghan villages and 
camps become more vulnerable in winter 
— moving the women, children and old 
people who support the guerrillas with 
food and supplies would be a hellish task. 
This limits the guerrillas’ ability to react to 
Soviet attacks or to avoid encirclement. 
Even if the guerrillas left those people 
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behind in order to evade the Soviets, they 
could not fight long without the food and 
aid they provide, plus worries about the 
security of their families would surely 
damage morale amongst the guerrillas. 

Not having the logistical support of a 
western-style army, the Afghans rely on 
the food provided by their supporters. In 
winter, the Afghans must depend on 
stored grain. Fodder for the sheep and 
goats that provide much of their diet and 
clothing is also stored. Moving grain, 
flocks and fodder from an area under 
Soviet attack would be difficult in winter. 
Those critical stored supplies will be the 
objective of any Soviet offensive as much 
as the Afghans themselves. 

The Opposing Forces— 
Winter 1980-81 

The Soviet army in Afghanistan in¬ 
cludes those divisions that invaded the 
country in 1979 (the 5th, 54th, 66th, 
201st, 346th and 360th Motorized Rifle 
Divisions and 105th Guards Airborne Di¬ 
vision), but most of their enlisted person¬ 
nel have since been rotated out. 

Before the invasion, the motorized rifle 
divisions were stationed in the Central 
Asia and Turkestan Military Districts in 
the Soviet Union. They were brought up 


to strength for the invasion by mobilizing 
large numbers of reservists who lived in 
these districts. These divisions, therefore, 
included a larger-than-normal percentage 
of Moslems and Asians who might sympa¬ 
thize with the Afghans. These recalled 
reservists, upon completion of their re¬ 
quired service, returned to civilian life, be¬ 
ing replaced by conscripts from through¬ 
out the Soviet Union. 

An army-level headquarters has been 
established near Kabul to command 
operations in all of Afghanistan. Addi¬ 
tional units have been sent in from the 
Soviet Union, including Raydoviki 
brigades — equivalent to U.S. Ranger 
battalions (see “Ivan’s Elite,” SOF, Oc¬ 
tober ’80). Other units, not likely to be of 
use in Afghanistan (such as some air- 
defense units), have been withdrawn to 
the Soviet Union. The KGB has increased 
its presence in Afghanistan, collecting in¬ 
formation on Afghan activities and mak¬ 
ing extensive use of agents and in¬ 
filtrators. 

While the Soviets apparently fulfilled 
most of their first-year objectives in 
Afghanistan, they still had to deal with 
Afghan ambushes and their own tactical 
failures — which resulted in the loss of 
some very impressive hardware. The 
weapons and tactics of the Soviet army 


are intended for mechanized combined- 
arms offensive combat — for war fought 
by large units against NATO or China — 
rather than the company- and battalion¬ 
sized forces, often operating on foot, that 
must characterize any anti-guerrilla cam¬ 
paign in difficult terrain. 

Lessons Learned 

Reportedly, the Soviet army has realiz¬ 
ed that much of its small-unit tactical 
training has proved inadequate in Af¬ 
ghanistan, and crash improvement pro¬ 
grams have been instituted. Even if 
motorized rifle units are out of their ele¬ 
ment in Afghanistan, the Soviets have 
many other forces at their disposal. The 
paratroopers and Raydoviki — tough, 
well-trained troops — will give Soviet 
winter-offensive operations a sharp edge. 

Helicopters have proven as indispen¬ 
sable to the Soviets in Afghanistan as they 
were to the Americans in Vietnam. Big 
Mi-6 Hooks provide heavy-lift capability, 
while the multi-purpose Mi-8 Hip is used 
as the main troop carrier and has been 
seen fitted for aerial minelaying (see pg. 
24), a good way to reinforce a defensive 
perimeter quickly. It is also used as a 
heavily armed attack helicopter, similar to 
the ACH-47A “Guns a Go-Go” gunship 


Soviet BTR-60PB APCs in Afghanistan. Afghans have discovered that bursts of automatic-weapons fire into forward tire of 
standard Soviet APC will not only deflate it, but at least one round will penetrate mild-steel wheelwell — and kill driver. 
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version of the basic Chinook used by the 
U.S. Army in Vietnam. But the most im¬ 
portant Soviet helicopter used in Afghani¬ 
stan has been the Mi-24 Hind attack 
helicopter. Heavily armed and armored, 
Hinds are impervious to most Afghan 
weapons unless fired at from above by 
weapons positioned on mountaintops. 

Hinds From Above 

Hinds are a key element of Soviet of¬ 
fensives in Afghanistan. They provide 
close air support for ground troops and, 
along with Soviet fixed-wing aircraft, 
make airstrikes against Afghan villages 
and armed-reconnaissance missions to 
detect and attack guerrilla groups — mis¬ 
sions that will become easier in winter, 
when they can follow tracks in the snow, 
and the number of alternative routes for 
Afghan movement is limited. 

Many of the roads in Afghanistan are 
narrow and snake through valleys over¬ 
looked by mountains — perfect ambush 
situations — so whenever a Soviet troop 
column or supply convoy moves in guer¬ 
rilla territory, it is accompanied by Hinds. 
While half the Hind force remains 
overhead, watching for Afghan activity, 
the other Hinds land troops on crests 
ahead of the column (in addition to its 
powerful armament, each Hind can carry 
eight to 16 troops). These troops — which 
belong to standard motorized rifle units 
rather than special airmobile units — 
secure any ambush positions, providing 
flank security until the column has 
passed. 

These outposts are protected against 
Afghan attack by Hinds hovering 
overhead. They are then picked up and in¬ 
serted on a crest farther along the route. 
Other Hinds range ahead of the column to 
detect and strike Afghans concentrating 
for an attack. 

These tactics — combined with restric¬ 
ting supply convoys to daylight movement 
and consolidating small convoys into 
larger ones — will make it difficult indeed 
for the Afghans to halt Soviet offensives 
by striking at their supply lines. 

New Soviet Weapons 

In addition to the helicopters, the 
Soviets have introduced a wide variety of 
new weapons into action in Afghanistan. 
These include the T-64 and T-72 main bat¬ 
tle tanks; the RPG-75 hand-held, single¬ 
shot, anti-tank weapon — similar to the 
U.S. M72 LAW; the AKS 5.45mm assault 
rifle (see “AK-74,” SOF, February ’81); a 
new reloadable anti-tank weapon, prob¬ 
ably designated RPG-9 or RPG-16; and 
the AGS-17 30mm automatic grenade 
launcher. 

New weapons or field improvisations of 
existing systems are logical responses to 
the fighting conditions in Afghanistan. 
For example, BMD airborne-infantry 
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combat vehicles have been seen, with their 
73mm gun — intended to kill tanks — 
replaced with what appears to be an 
AGS-17. Indeed, the AGS-17 appears a 
most effective weapon in Afghanistan, 
providing firepower for dismounted 
troops in places where normal artillery 
cannot reach. 

Evidence of Soviet use of gas in 
Afghanistan is considerable (see “Invisi¬ 
ble Enemy,” SOF, November ’80), espe¬ 
cially when viewed in the light of convinc¬ 
ing reports of the use of Soviet-supplied 
gas by Vietnamese forces in Laos in 
1975-80. Soviet writings seldom deal with 
offensive-chemical-warfare tactics, but it 
appears that the Soviets are inclined to 
employ it against an enemy most likely to 
suffer from its use — troops without anti¬ 
gas equipment or training (such as the 
Afghans), or an enemy unable to retaliate 
with chemical warfare of its own. 

Just the threat of Soviet chemical war¬ 
fare, however, creates Afghan morale 
problems, since the Mujahideen have 
neither effective defense nor response. 
Although there have been reports that the 
Soviets have used binary chemical muni¬ 
tions in Afghanistan, it is doubtful that 
they would risk having their most modern 
gasses compromised when a less advanced 
gas would be just as effective. Reports 
emerging from Afghanistan imply that the 
standard gas in Soviet use is a concen¬ 
trated form of CS-type gas, rather than a 
nerve agent. However, an escalation of 
Soviet chemical warfare in Afghanistan 
cannot be ruled out. 

Soviet Control System 

Today, the Soviets are apparently at¬ 
tempting to rebuild the Afghan army — 
training troops, installing officers of prov¬ 
en political loyalty and creating a control 
system throughout the command (to make 
sure they remain in charge), much as they 
did with the armies of Eastern Europe 
after 1945. It is a process that may take 
some years. While Afghan units will no 
doubt continue to be deployed against 
their countrymen, the burden of offensive 
combat in the winter will probably fall 
upon the Soviets. 

The strengths and weaknesses of the 
Afghan guerrillas have been detailed in 
previous issues of Soldier of Fortune (see 
“Assignment Afghanistan,” September 
’80; “Jihad in Afghanistan,” October 
’80; “Prayers Replace Pushups,” and 
“The Tie That Binds,” November ’80). 
Since then, there have been reports that 
the guerrillas have been using SA-7 Grail 
man-portable, heat-seeking surfacc-to-air 
missiles. Films from Afghanistan, seen on 
British television, show guerrillas carrying 
what appear to be SA-7s, probably re¬ 
ceived from Afghan army deserters, 
although they may have been obtained 
from other sources. The possibility of 
Afghan use of SA-7s would force the 
Soviets to alter their helicopter tactics, 


reducing helicopter vulnerability at the ex¬ 
pense of accuracy in weapons delivery. 

Soviet offensive operations in Afghan¬ 
istan are intended to surprise, surround 
and destroy guerrilla forces and remove 
their base of support. 

Soviet passion for secrecy becomes pro¬ 
nounced in these operations. The troops 
themselves are not told of their mission 
until they have been committed to action, 
preventing any sympathizers — always a 
possibility, especially amongst Moslem 
soldiers — from informing the Afghans. 
To avoid increased radio traffic that 
might indicate an impending attack, and 
to deny useful information to Western 
listening stations in Pakistan, the Soviets 
will use courier aircraft and helicopters to 
deliver plans and orders. Ground couriers 
will normally not be used due to the dan¬ 
ger of ambush. 

Surround and Conquer 

The Soviet attack will develop quickly. 
Troops will be inserted by helicopter or 
road to form a cordon surrounding the 
objective. The cordon, initially establish¬ 
ed at least one day’s advance from the ob¬ 
jective — and usually more — will secure 
naturally strategic terrain and dig in, with 
each sub-unit in visual contact with those 
on its flanks, creating a total encircle¬ 
ment. Mobile detachments will be held in 
reserve behind the cordon to pursue any 
guerrillas that might break through. With 
the cordon in place, Soviet aircraft will 
drop leaflets on all the villages within it, 
calling on the Afghans to evacuate at once 
and assemble at designated concentration 
points. 

The cordon, followed by its reserve pur¬ 
suit detachments, will then cloke in on its 
objective, advancing perhaps as little as 
two or three kilometers a day due to Af¬ 
ghanistan’s winter. The countryside will 
be combed for arms, food caches and 
guerrilla hideouts. In winter, the Soviets 
may advance both by day and night, ideal¬ 
ly during a full moon. They are alert to 
night-breakout attempts and, if one is ex¬ 
pected, they may halt to assume a defen¬ 
sive position before twilight. Night securi¬ 
ty will be emphasized, with widespread 
use of infrared-vision devices and out¬ 
posts to spot any breakout attempt. 

Troop Support 

Tanks will be used whenever possible to 
support the advancing Soviet forces. It 
may be difficult to use artillery in much of 
Afghanistan, but it will follow directly 
behind the main elements wherever possi¬ 
ble. Artillery will be used for psycho¬ 
logical effect, to fire illumination rounds 
at night and for support in any pitched 
battles that may result. Most of the 
firepower, however, will probably have to 
come from the troops themselves, and 
they may receive additional machine guns 
and AGS-17s for extended dismounted 
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Mi-24 “Hind-A” attack helicopter. These heavily armed aircraft and newer “Hind-Ds” play important role in Soviet unconven¬ 
tional operations and have been heavily used in Afghanistan. “Hind-As” use 12.7mm machine gun under the nose and 57mm 
rocket pods, mounted on stub wings, against soft targets, and can carry up to four “Swatter” or “Sagger” ATGMs. Cabin, aft 
of cockpit, accommodates eight to 16 troops. Small-scale operations will probably use “Hinds” to provide fire support and 
carry troops. Photo: CI.S. Army 


operations. Hinds and fixed-wing aircraft 
will provide constant reconnaissance and 
airstrikes. 

The Soviet ring will tighten slowly but 
inexorably. It will take a lot of time and a 
lot of troops, but anyone still at the objec¬ 
tive when the Soviets reach it will be on 
the receiving end of airstrikes, artillery 
barrages and finally a ground assault. So¬ 
viet anti-guerrilla tactics characteristically 
use simple, straightforward, effective 
methods, utilizing Soviet numerical 
superiority, their undisputed command of 
the air and their ability to insert troops 
swiftly by helicopter in otherwise inac¬ 
cessible places. 

Once the cordon has tightened around 
an area, the Soviets will probably want to 
make sure it cannot be used for guerrilla 
operations again. This goal will probably 
be achieved by destroying local agriculture 
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and forcing the people to move to areas 
where they are more easily controlled. 

Draining The Water 

It would be a logical step for the puppet 
Afghan government to set up ‘‘strategic 
hamlets” or other resettlement centers. If, 
as Mao said, the guerrilla must move 
amongst the people as a fish swims in the 
sea, the Soviets intend to drain the water. 
It may come to pass that only vultures will 
be able to find sustenance in much of 
Afghanistan, and only those guerrillas 
operating from bases inside Pakistan 
would be able to continue the struggle. 
This would limit guerrilla operations to 
the border, where the Soviets would then 
commit the bulk of their troops. 

The border area may never be peaceful, 
but the Soviets have the military potential 


to contain the fighting there at what they 
consider an acceptable level of intensity. 
Indeed, the Soviet army may find, as the 
British Indian Army did years ago, that 
there is no better place for live-fire train¬ 
ing than the northwest frontier area, and 
that it may be a good idea to maintain the 
conflict. 

In the past, the Soviets have been will¬ 
ing to fight counter-guerrilla campaigns 
for as long as it takes to achieve victory. 
Regiment-sized operations were still being 
mounted against post-WWII, anti-com¬ 
munist partisans in the Ukraine and the 
Baltic states as late as 1953. Afghanistan 
may last even longer, but unless there are 
some dramatic changes in the future, the 
outlook for the Afghan people is grim. 

x 
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It s something tike 
conning a large boat in a 
stiff breeze. Left full rudder — and for a 7 
while nothing happens. Nothing at all. 
Then the horizon slowly swivels. The nose 
drops. 1 spin the heavy wheel at my right side, and I 
know that the huge elevator surfaces are moving somewhere 
behind our gondola. The nose rises, swiftly — too swiftly. 


Goodyear’s Los Angeles-based airship pilots and crew keep ’‘Golumfcfe'' tyring. Abdwe r coufilcfdfidfwiser 
20th anniversary award in Informal ceremony; John Crayton, senior pilot, at airship’s controls; Joel Chan 
prepares for takeoff; Capt- Tom Matus leans against mooring mast’s rigging as '‘Columbia” rests between 
maintenance, checks airship’s sign system in maintenance trailer 
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ABOVE: Crew readies airship for launching by 
holding lightweight ship down as pilot brings 
nose into wind. RIGHT: After launch, crew 
breaks down mooring mast, before storing it 
underground. 

“Careful now,” warns Captain Joel Chamberlain from 
the chair on my right. “There's LAX traffic in a crossing 
pattern overhead at 1,000 feet, and you want to keep 
some separation. Hold it at 900 if you can.” 1 spin the 
wheel forward, and the nose drops. Too far. 

“You don’t want to get too low either,” cautions 
Chamberlain. Below us are schools, shops, factories, 
homes, 10,000 rooftops. 1 bring the nose back up and 
study the nose attitude indicator, an unfamiliar instrument 
on a strange panel. 

Now the airship has come too far left, much too far, 
and I hurriedly push down on the right rudder pedal. I’m 
trying to follow the concrete conveyor of the Harbor 
Freeway, eight lanes of autos streaming north and south. 
Those heading south, the way we are, leave us behind 
quickly as we cruise at 35 knots. The nose swings back 
and, just before it gets to where I think it should be, 1 
counter with the left pedal, and we are headed about 15 
degrees west of due south — the nose is anyway. The 
airship, bucking a 10-knot wind, is crabbing south along 
the freeway at 900 feet. 1 realize I’m sweating. 
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‘That’s the ticket,” says Chamberlain, his 6,000 hours 
of airship flight in evidence. “Understeer. Let her have a 
chance to respond.” 

Ahead, in the murky haze that passes for Los Angeles 
air, is a large green field with a concrete circle near the 
center. It’s the blimp base, and it’s time for a real pilot to 
take the helm. Chamberlain settles down into the 
comfortable seat like an executive returning from a coffee 
break. We begin a wide downwind turn. On the ground a 
dozen men, more or less, are visible, moving with studied 
purpose toward the upwind side of the concrete circle. 

The Moment Of Truth 

In ordinary, heavier-than-air craft, landing is the 
ultimate moment of stark terror, relieving the previous 
hours of boredom. It is the moment of truth, belonging to 
the pilot alone — who has to slow down, descend, decide 
at which instant to cut power and drop to the runway, 
wrestle the controls if needed, to keep the ship rolling 
straight and true and gently apply the wheel brakes. 
Blimps, on the other hand, require all that concentration 
and skill by the pilot, but they also require a ground crew. 
You cannot land a blimp just anywhere — that is if you 
ever expect to take off again. 



BELOW LEFT: Launching airship requires 
coordination and teamwork. Chief rigger (right) 
watches windsock, and when “Columbia” is right 
into the wind, orders “up ship.” Men holding 
nose lines drop them, crew holding cabin 
scatters, pilot guns engines and puts the nose 
up. 

BELOW RIGHT: Rail at bottom of blimp enables 
crew to hang on to ship after landing and before 
takeoff. 
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We slow to about 10 knots, and so skillfully has 
Chamberlain descended that the gondola suspended 
beneath the great shining gasbag is but 20 feet off the 
ground. The ground crew has somehow arranged itself 
with almost military precision. Four stalwarts stand at 
each side of the descending nose. At a signal from the 
crew chief they dash forward, snagging one of the two 
long ropes trailing from the airship’s nose, racing off at 45 
degrees to a hundred feet or so, then digging in. Behind 
the cockpit window, Chamberlain’s feet are busy on the 
pedals, keeping the Fat Lady, as the airship is 
affectionately called, squarely facing a shifting wind. The 
throttles controlling the twin pusher props are advanced 
and the elevator wheel run forward to full stop. The pilot 
drives the Fat Lady into the ground, resting precariously 
on its single wheel. Three more crewmen dash up with a 
ladder, and the cabin door is opened from outside. 

“Keep your seats please. We’re going to put three 
passengers on, then well take three off,” shouts Joe Nick, 
the senior rigger. We nod obediently, and three 
passengers are hoisted up the steps into the cabin. We go 
down the stairs, brawny arms assisting us, then move 
swiftly out beyond the men straining at the Fat Lady’s 
tether ropes. The door is closed and the steps pulled 
away. The crew chief stands under the massive nose, 
signaling with his arms. 





ABOVE: “Columbia” cruises over Anaheim, 
California. 


BELOW: Instrument panel of “Columbia” shows 
complexity of airship control. 



ABOVE: Wings worn by airship pilots. 
(There are only 20 in existence.) 


BELOW: Passengers watch landing field as 
“Columbia” takes off for trip over Los Angeles. 
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Men dash to and fro with 25-pound sacks of lead shot 
— ballast. When the airship weighs about 125 pounds, 
the crew chief motions everyone clear. The rope handlers 
release their grips. The Fat Lady surges forward. Twin 
engines howl in unison. The nose rises to a steep angle 
and the airship “Columbia,” one of the four Goodyear 
blimps, leaps upward at nearly 45 degrees, climbing 
rapidly into the California sunshine. 

It will cruise, this time, for another half hour, before 
returning to its base for another landing, another half- 
dozen passengers, another takeoff, another routine day in 
the lighter-than-air life of the world’s best-known 
advertising symbol. 

Goodyear has been building airships since 1917 — more 
than 300 so far, including 250 built for the military. Good¬ 
year is still building blimps and plains to continue turning 
out one handmade airship every two years. Since there 
are four Goodyear airships (“Europa,” based near Rome, 
Italy; “America,” at Houston; “Enterprise” at Pompano 
Beach, Fla.; and the “Columbia,” at Los Angeles), and 
each has a useful life expectancy of about eight years, 


Goodyear is commissioning and retiring an airship every 
other year. 

Nobody else builds airships. Nobody. There is one other 
blimp in the world, owned by a German concern, but it 
flies only a few months a year. Each of the Goodyear 
airships is named for a winner of the America’s Cup 
sailing races, and all are direct descendants of the world’s 
first powered aircraft — the 145-foot airship powered by a 
three-horsepower steam engine built by Henri Giffard of 
France in 1852. 

Airships were part of the U.S. arsenal until the early 
1960s. Both the Army and Navy used airships, but it was 
the Navy that used most of them. During WW11, hundreds 
of Allied convoys crossed the Atlantic and the Caribbean 
under airship escort. Not one airship-escorted convoy ever 
lost a ship; the German wolfpacks wisely steered 
clear of airship escorts or hid in the safety of the deep. 

But today the airship is mostly a benevolent 
ambassador of goodwill for the Goodyear Tire and Rubber 
Company, and airship pilots and crewmen are chosen as 
much for their pgblic-relations qualities as their air 
worthiness. 



HOW AN AIRSHIP WORKS 

HE “Columbia” and her sister air¬ 
ships each have a main gasbag and 
two smaller bladders, called ballonets. 
inside the outer envelope. At sea level, 
the ballonets are filled with ordinary air. 
As the ship rises, the helium expands 
due to the decrease in air density. Ex¬ 
cess helium feeds into the ballonets, 
displacing air. As the ship descends, the 
helium returns to the main bag. 

The engineering design permits the 
“Columbia” to reach 10,000 feet above 
sea level on a “standard” day. At this 
time, the ballonets are completely full of 
helium. If the ship climbs higher, the 
still-expanding helium will have to be 
valved into the atmosphere. When the 
ship ultimately descends, the helium 
lost to valving is unavailable for lift — 
one second of valving reduces the ships 
payload by 12 pounds — but the 
ballonets are filled with air, which is 
heavier than helium by a factor of 
seven. 

If the “Columbia” is taken to 10,000 
feet on a standard day, some valving of 
helium occurs, but when it returns to 
sea level the ballonets are completely 
full. Suppose, however, the ship went 
to 10,000 feet. Then when it returned 
to 200 feet, the ballonets would be full 
of air, but there would be no way to 
return to the ground and maintain the 
same helium pressure. The bag would 
deform, and landing would become 
hazardous. 

The envelope, or outer bag, is 
shaped like an airfoil. Wind passing 
over the bag creates lift. The wind is 
supplied by the two 210-hp pusher- 
prop engines behind the cabin, which 
propel the airship forward. A pilot 
carefully calculates his landing weight 
before takeoff, based on how much fuel 
he intends to burn. A flight of 30 
minutes will burn off about 50 pounds 
of fuel, for example, and so the ballast is 
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added to a rear compartment to give the 
ship enough weight to compensate. A 
weight of about 125 pounds is desirable 
for landing. 

The ship is steered with foot pedals 
which control twin rudders, on top and 
bottom of the fins at the rear of the 
envelope. Up and down is controlled 
with elevator surfaces on fins at either 
side of the envelope. The elevators are 
controlled by a vertical wheel at the right 
side of the pilot’s chair. 

Engine speed and synchronization 
are controlled by twin throttles on the 
left side of the pilot position. Speeding 
up one prop and slowing the other can 
be used to steer the aircraft in an 
emergency. The synch function is Used 
mostly to reduce the amount of engine 


Goodyear’s Los Angeles pilot-in¬ 
charge, Capt. Nick Nicolary, with 
30-year-old helium purifier. “It still 
works well, but it’s almost 
impossible to get spare parts. We 
have to fix anything that breaks by 
either fabricating a new part or 
repairing the old one. But they don’t 
make anything like this any more, so 
we keep using it,” explains Nicolary. 


noise, There is only one pilot position; 
the copilot’s spot has no controls. 
Under ideal conditions the “Columbia” 
can cruise for about 500 air miles, 
though trips of 350 to 400 miles are 
more common. —M.W. 
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Chief of the “Columbia,” its crew, support facility and 
base is Capt. Nick Nicolary, pilot-in-charge. In the quasi- 
military atmosphere required to safely maintain each 
airship, Nicolary is something like the base commanding 
officer. But the blimp operation is comparatively low key, 
and although there is a dress code and uniforms for the 
crew, the close-knit camaraderie of shared tasks and 
dangers, and the sense of discipline required by the nature 
of the airship cause the pilot-in-charge to lead more with 
the carrot than with the stick. 

Nicolary learned to fly in the Army, first in L-19s, then 
in the OV-1 Mohawk. He got a little time in behind the 
stick of a T-33 jet trainer. When he left the Army he found 
work with Douglas Aircraft as an engineering tech writer. 
Thirteen years ago he spotted a classified ad that some¬ 
one had tacked to a bulletin board: Wanted: Blimp Pilots 

- We Will Train. 

The rest is a long tale of interviews, more interviews, 
check flights and a year as a student pilot, experiencing 
all kinds of flight conditions on the “Columbia’s” annual 
odyssey around the Western states. Nicolary became the 
“Columbia’s” commander in 1971 and, although he is 
only one of four pilots-in-charge, he's probably the best 
known. He's been in a number of Goodyear TV 
commercials and been interviewed by newsmen all over 
the country. But his most famous role was as the copilot 
in the motion picture “Black Sunday.” He was also the 
technical adviser for the film. 

Luck, Skill And Looks 

What does it take to become a blimp pilot? 

“Well, there’s a certain amount of luck involved with 
even getting an interview. We have an opening somewhere 
for a pilot maybe every 18 months to two years,” he 
explains. “The ‘Columbia’ has even less turnover than that 

— the junior pilot here has six years with us. Myself and 
two of the others have over a dozen years each. But when 
there is an opening, we advertise, and usually get 
hundreds of applicants. 

‘The pilot-in-charge will screen all the resumes to get 
that down to a workable number. We might actually 
interview 30 to 35 pilots. We're interested in pilots with 
the right qualifications as airmen, of course — instrument 
ratings, multi-engine experience, and so forth. We’re also 
looking for the right breed. We don’t want to invest a lot 
of money and time training a pilot who will leave us in a 
couple of years for a better-paying job with an airline. 

“By the time we get the interviewees down to maybe 10, 
any of them would be highly acceptable, highly qualified.” 
The final selection, however, isn’t made by a flier. It’s 
made by the head of Goodyear’s public relations 
department. 

The pilot chosen has not only to be a superb flier, but 
must also represent the company wherever he goes. So he 
must look good, sound good. All of the Goodyear airship 
pilots have that quality; it’s part of the reason the blimps 
are so successful as advertising tools. Goodyear blimp 
pilots can earn as much as $50,000 a year, though most 
earn somewhat less. The amount is contingent upon 
longevity with the company. 

Becoming a crewman is somewhat easier. Newcomers 
begin as “field wages” — part-time workers who 
manhandle mooring cables, tote 25-pound bags of lead- 
shot ballast, wash and clean the cabin and help erect and 
dismantle the mooring mast. A newcomer, typically a 
young man 18 to 22 years of age, might start at $1,000 a 
month, plus considerable overtime during several months 
a year. Other crewmen are hired for their skills in 
maintaining aircraft engines, the airframe and the radios, 
as well as the plethora of special support equipment, such 
as the computer that drives the lighted “Goodyear” night 
sign. 
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The “Columbia” travels as much as 250 days a year. 
The crew travels with it, for the airship must return to a 
base when it lands. The base requires only 400 square feet 
of landing area, but it must have a mooring mast and 
some ground support. Goodyear has developed a highly 
organized approach during its 25 years of advertising- 
blimp experience. The support crew’s ground route, via 
the road network, determines the airship’s flight route, 
since the traveling support team must try to stay within 35 
miles of the airship at all times. 

Another major factor is the terrain. While the 
“Columbia” and her sister airships can ascend to as high 
as 10,000 feet, the crew tries to keep her under 4,000 feet 
as much as possible. Rising above that altitude causes the 
helium in her bag to expand, and some must be vented. 
When the airship descends, the helium contracts, and the 
lift decreases. Helium is expensive, of course, but the 
main reason for conserving it while traveling is that it’s 
hard to find in sufficient quantity: the bag holds 202,700 
cubic feet of the inert gas. So “Columbia” crosses 
mountain ranges at passes, and sticks close to the roads. 

Blimp Entourage 

The support element travels in a special, 22-passenger 
touring bus, an 18-wheel semi-trailer and a van, all 
painted with the familiar blue-and-white company colors. 
Some of the crew travel in their own cars and are paid a 
mileage allowance. The trailer truck has both a complete 
motor-maintenance and an electronics shop tucked into its 
innards. The bus is built by the manufacturer of those in 
Greyhound service. 

“We’ve found this to be the solution to our bus- 
maintenance woes,” explains Nicolary. “No matter how 
small a town we visit, there’s a Greyhound depot some¬ 
where close where we can get all the parts we need.” 

The front portion of the air-conditioned bus is standard. 
The rear opens into a field office — with desk, typewriter 
and storage cabinets. There is also a highly sophisticated 
radio and radio-relay system. 

“We can communicate between the Fat Lady and the 
bus, wherever we are, with this setup,” explains Nicolary. 
“And we can use the relay capability to transmit messages 
from a ground crewman with a handheld radio, through 
the bus and to another portable in the crew chiefs hotel 
room. That way, if the crewman on watch needs help, he 


After launch, crew of riggers, field wages and pitch-in 
Capt. John Crayton collect unused ballast. Photo by 
Marv Wolf 






BLIMP - 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

O F all the words that have entered 
the English language because of 
man’s development of powered flight, 
the term “blimp” seems to hold excep¬ 
tional fascination for etymologists, those 
savants who study the origin and history 
of words. 

A blimp is defined as a non-rigid air¬ 
ship with the shape of its envelope, or 
bag, entirely maintained by the internal 
pressure of the lifting gas. 

How did such a flying machine come 
to be known as a blimp? 

Zeppelins, those huge airships with 
rigid, internal frameworks, like the 
“Akron,” “Macon” and “Hindenburg,” 
were named for the man who devel¬ 
oped such aerial behemoths, Count 
Ferdinand von Zeppelin. But tracing the 
origin of the word “blimp” has not prov¬ 
ed quite so simple. 

For years, The Goodyear Tire & 
Rubber Company of Akron, Ohio, a 
pioneer in the production of lighter- 
than-air craft in the United States, has 
been telling people that “blimp” is a 
contraction of the military designation 
of the World War I British airship known 
as “Balloon. Type B, limp.” 

This wasn’t just Goodyear’s story. It 
always has been the most popular and 
widely accepted account of how the 
word came into being. Even dictionaries 
list this as the probable origin of the 
word. 

Now Goodyear is ready to admit that 
this explanation is just so much hot air. 

The man who burst the historical bub¬ 
ble — or balloon, if you will — is Dr. 
A.D. Topping, an expert on the history 
of lighter-than-air craft, which provided 
man with his first form of flight. 

Dr. Topping serves as editor and 
historian of The Lighter-Than-Air 
Society, which draws its membership 
from all over the world. 


In shooting holes in the “Balloon, 
Type B, limp" theory, Dr. Topping 
claims that the British never had an air¬ 
ship with a “limp” designation before, 
during or after World War I, nor did 
they have anything referred to as “Type 
B.” 

Topping also discounts another 
theory that “blimp” is a contraction for 
“bloody limp,” as some etymologists 
contend, claiming that this misconcep¬ 
tion stems from the British habit of 
liberally lacing their speech with the ad¬ 
jective “bloody.” 

After considerable research on the 
subject, the LTA historian says he 
believes the truth about the origin of the 
word “blimp” can be found in the pages 
of the British magazine, “The Aero¬ 
plane,” which carried a series of corre¬ 
spondence about the matter between 
July and November, 1951. 

This material singles out not only the 
man who coined the word, but also the 
time and place the event took place. 

The credit, according to Topping, 
must go to Lt. (later Air Commodore) 
A.D. Cunningham of the Royal Navy 
Air Service, who, in December 1915, 
was commanding officer of the British 
airship station at Capel. 

On Sunday, 5 December 1915, Lt, 
Cunningham was conducting his week¬ 
ly inspection of the airship station. One 
of his stops was a large shed, or hangar, 
which housed His Majesty’s Airship 
SS-12 (the SS was for Submarine 
Scout). The shed was constructed with 
a deep recess in the floor to accommo¬ 
date the airship car, permitting crew¬ 
men and others to walk along the floor 
at the same level as the bag of the air¬ 
ship. 

During his inspection of the SS-12, 
Cunningham broke the solemnity of the 
occasion by playfully flipping his thumb 
at the gasbag. He was rewarded with an 
odd noise that echoed off the taut 
fabric. 



Cunningham smiled, then orally im¬ 
itated the sound that his thumb had 
drummed out of the airship bag: 
“Blimp!” 

According to “The Aeroplane” ac¬ 
count, the commanding officer then 
“straightened his face — and so did the 
midshipman commanding the SS-12, 
the first airship to be called ‘Blimp,’ ” 

The young midshipman, who later 
became Air Marshal Sir Victor God¬ 
dard, repeated the tale of this humor¬ 
ous inspection interlude to fellow of¬ 
ficers in the mess before lunch that same 
day. 

Topping believes that by this route — 
Cunningham to Goddard to the officers’ 
mess and then to the world — the word 
“blimp” came to enrich the language of 
flight. 

While “blimp” is now common to our 
language, the type of aircraft which it 
describes is not. There are only four 
non-rigid lighter-than-air craft operating 
on a regular schedule in the world to¬ 
day. These are the “America, Colum¬ 
bia, Enterprise” and “Europa,” all own¬ 
ed and operated by Goodyear. 

Goodyear News Bureau 



just pushes a button and a loud alarm goes off. We can be 
there in minutes.” 

The airship is always attended, day and night. At least 
one crewman stands watch, making hourly checks of 
lashings and helium pressure. The pressure is affected by 
atmospheric conditions but, more importantly, the 
possibility of a leak is always present. Catching a leak 
before the bag collapses is crucial. 

“If the bag is deflated — which can happen either 
accidently, as in a puncture, or on purpose when we pull 
the rip panel to make a forced landing — then we have to 
take the whole ship apart. We ship the bag off to the 
factory, where they inspect and repair it. Every square 
inch has to be checked, and then rechecked, for even a 
pinhole,” explains Nicolary. “It puts the ship out of action 
for six to eight weeks. So we try not to ever let it happen.” 

The bag contains two helium balloons, and is made of 
double-thickness Neoprene-coated Dacron. It’s about the 
same thickness as a shirt collar and is comprised of hand- 
cemented, machine-sewn panels, each three feet by six 
feet. 
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The “Columbia” is 192 feet long, 59 feet high and 50 
feet wide. She’s handmade, of course, since there isn’t 
much reason to set up an assembly line. “It cost us about 
$1.5 million to build her. But if someone wanted to buy a 
blimp, the cost would be closer to $4 million. That’s 
because we’d have to make a profit and because most of 
the hardware — the cabin, the engines, all the fittings — 
is refurbished each time we build a new airship. For 
someone to buy a new one, we’d have to build or 
subcontract for all this gear. And we’d want to make a 
profit, too.” 

So far there have been no commercial customers. Part 
of the reason is the initial expense; another is upkeep, 
estimated at $1.5 to $2 million a year for one blimp. 

“And anyone who wanted to fly her would have to either 
have us train the crew and pilots or hire away some of our 
people. We have pretty good pay and excellent benefits, so 
they'd really have to come up with a lot of money to get 
someone to leave,” smiles Nicolary. 


Preferred Passengers 

The airships can carry up to six passengers. Nearly 
every day the receptionist at the Los Angeles base gets 
dozens of phone calls and requests from ride-seekers. 

Most are turned down. 

“Rides aren’t available to the general public,” explains 
Bob Urhausen, the “Columbia’s” PR man. He started his 
association with the Fat Lady 13 years ago, as a field 
wage. “We do invite certain good customers of the 
company to come out for a ride. Well entertain requests 
from the news media, especially from TV stations, to use 
the blimp for a camera platform to cover sporting events.” 
This service is performed without charge, and the tradeoff 
is that millions of TV viewers see and hear announcers 
refer to the airship as it orbits the stadiums where events 
are televised. 

But to the hundreds of weekly visitors who turn off the 
freeway and walk into the office to ask for a ride, the 
answer is almost always no. Some come up with wildly 
implausible stories: They are considering buying an 
airship; they are movie producers; they are friends or 
relatives or otherwise connected to some celebrity. Most of 
these are turned away, politely. Once in a while someone 
comes up with a perfect con job, as the time, not so long 
ago, when a telephone caller convinced Urhausen that he 
was the son of a top-level executive of the Goodyear 
company. Urhausen didn’t find out he’d been conned until 
he later checked with the executive, who told him he 
didn’t have a son. 

When the Fat Lady is moored for the night at its base, a 
mooring mast is erected. Tightly secured to it, the blimp 
rolls in circles before the wind on its single wheel, which 
rides on a caster resembling that on a typewriter table. 
When the crew sets up its mobile base, the bus anchors 
the mast, which folds down for storage when the bus is on 
the road. ApaVr oi stabilizing wheels are affixed to either 
side of the bus chassis. They look like oversized training 
wheels on a kid’s bike, but they serve to keep the bus 
from turning over if a high wind catches the blimp. 

Perfect Safety Record 

The airship’s safety record is impeccable: Goodyear has 
never had a passenger fatality on any of its advertising 
airships. One blimp was lost in a 90mph wind in the 
midwest a few years ago. 

“It was moored to a mast, but the wind was just too 
much. It picked up an airplane and threw it through the 
air,” recalls Urhausen. ‘The airship was blown into a 
cornfield. By the time the wind subsided, it had flattened 
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about four acres of corn. Paying for the corn was cheap, 
compared with replacing the bag. But we salvaged all the 
hardware and fittings, so it wasn’t a total loss.” 

The airship flies nights with a lighted sign. A computer 
aboard directs the different colored lights on the sign to 
spell out messages. Often they are public-service 
messages, and a keyboard console permits the sign 
operator to spell out almost anything. The computer and 
lights require more power than the airship’s twin 210-hp 
engines can spare for electricity, so an auxiliary power unit 
(APU) is carried for night-sign operations. The 
combination of sign computer, technician and APU makes 
it impractical to carry passengers. 

How different is airship flying from heavier-than-air craft 
flying? 

‘The biggest thing is getting used to the fact that we’re 
so slow,” explains Nicolary. “It’s partly a mental 
adjustment that’s required. I have to think of myself as a 
ship of the air, where 35 knots cruising, 50 knots max, is 
pretty fast. It also makes you tremendously conscious of 
the weather. Weather is a big factor in airship operation 
— and becoming weather conscious makes you a better 
pilot in any kind of aircraft.” 

The “Columbia” and its sister ships are so big, 
according to Nicolary, that in a heavy rainstorm the 
weight of the water falling on the bag adds about 400 
pounds to the ship’s weight. Ice, which can form at higher 
altitudes, is even heavier and can be dangerous. The 
airship usually lifts off at about 125 pounds. The bag itself 
is a huge airfoil, and as air flows across the bag it exerts 
lift. As fuel is burned off, the ship is lightened and handles 
differently as the pilot returns to base for landing. 

For cross-country flights, measured in hours rather than 
ground miles, two pilots are required. There is a pilot- 
relief tube for urination, but no other toilet facilities. The 
cabin is large enough to stretch out, walk around and 
limber up in. Since its length is shorter than the airship’s 
center of gravity, moving about doesn't affect aircraft 
attitude. 
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AIRSHIPS, DIRIGIBLES, 
BLIMPS AND ZEPPELINS 

T HERE are three kinds of airships: 

rigid, semi-rigid and non-rigid. 
Rigid airships include such famous ones 
as the “Hindenburg” and the “Graf Zep¬ 
pelin,” which used metal frameworks 
within their envelopes to maintain their 
shape. The lifting gas — in the case of 
the two mentioned above — was high- 
ly-explosive hydrogen, carried in a 
series of separate cells within the frame¬ 
work. 

Semi-rigid airships feature rigid or 
jointed keels running the length of the 
ship. The pressure of the lifting gas 
within the envelope gives the bag its 
shape. 

Non-rigid airships, including all cur¬ 
rent Goodyear blimps, maintain enve¬ 
lope shape entirely from the pressure of 
the gas inside. 

A dirigible is a lighter-than-air craft 
that is engine-driven and steerable. This 
exactly describes the definition of a 
blimp. Thus all blimps are dirigibles, and 
vice-versa. But only a “rigid” airship is a 
zeppelin. All blimps, dirigibles and Zep¬ 
pelins are airships. —M.W. 


SOF contributing editor Marv Wolf at the controls of 
the Goodyear Airship Columbia, 900 feet over Los 
Angeles. Photo: Michele Rosen 

Each of the airship pilots maintains instrument 
proficiency by flying fixed-wing aircraft for a couple of 
hours a month. “Since there’s almost no way to turn an 
airship over — short of a tornado — you tend to get a 
false sense of confidence in airships. So that’s one reason 
we go back to fixed-wing for instrument flying,” says 
Nicolary. 

The “Columbia” and her sister ships have full 
instrumentation: glide-slope indicator, automatic direction 
finder, markers, transponders — full 1FR. But because of 
the airship’s 10,000-foot ceiling (see “How an Airship 
Works,” p. 51), blimps cannot fly above most weather. 
They either fly through it or don’t go. As a rule of thumb, 
airships won’t fly in wind over 20 knots. 

Ups And Downs 

‘The worst thing 1 can think of that could happen to an 
airship would be to be sucked into a thunderstorm. It’s 
never happened to me, but I’ve been under one a few 
times,” recalls Nicolary. “Several years ago the ‘America’ 
did get sucked into one. Try to understand what helium 
does: Temperature increases, helium expands. 
Temperature decreases, it contracts. Same thing with 
altitude. Helium expands as altitude increases. 

“They got sucked into a storm, got caught in an 
updraft. They had the nose down, but they kept going up. 
They were worried that they’d get sucked up so high that 
they’d valve off too much helium — they’d have to keep 
valving if they kept rising — and that when they went 
down they’d have lost the helium, lost the lift, and be 
much too heavy when they went to land. 

“But what saved them was that as they got sucked up 
higher and higher, the temperature kept dropping. For 
every foot of altitude they gained, the temperature got 
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lower, and a balance was struck. They ended up valving 
off only a little helium, so they were able to land safely. 

They were extremely lucky,” says Nicolary. 

Another airship found itself flying through freezing rain, 
which coated the car structure and the envelope. The 
legal limit of lift for airships like the “Columbia” is &00 
pounds heavier than air, but when the ice-coated ship 
landed, hurried calculations revealed she had carried an 
amazing 2500 pounds of ice. 

Slogging Away 

“It’s nice to know there’s that much of a safety margin,” 
says Nicolary. He also tells of flying in inversion layers, 
where the air at high altitude is hotter than at ground 
level. “You’re taking off at 1500 feet of climb a minute, 
and all of a sudden the nose starts to rise. That’s because 
the helium is cooler in relation to the outside air. All you 
can do is just keep slogging away until the helium warms 
up or until you climb through it.” 

Nicolary*s closest call in an airship came at the edge of 
a Texas thunderstorm. “It’s frightening. There isn’t much 
you can do but put your nose into the wind. It’s like being 
at sea in a storm — you just come around into it, try to 
keep it steady as you go and wait it out. Pray a little, 
maybe. In an average thunderstorm there is one big 
oscillation, the leading edge of the storm, and you just go 
to full power, put your nose into it and ride it out. Maybe 
you get pushed back some, for the first three or four 
minutes, and then it rides over you. At least the envelope 
gets washed off.” 

How long will Nicolary keep sticking his airship’s nose 
into the wind? T can’t speak for all the pilots, of course, 
but I’m sure most of them feel this way. Airships are 
addictive. There aren’t many of them, and not many 
pilots. I think most of us will fly the Fat Lady as long as 
they let us.” 

Continued on page 71 
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UT THE DOOR! 


SOF Conventioneers 
Jump With 1st 
Airborne 
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TOP: 1st Airborne demonstration team with SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown. Clockwise: Glen Thibodeaux, Robert K. 
Brown, Guy Richards, Frank Novotny and James Burke. ABOVE LEFT: Conventioneer expresses his feelings about the jump 
to come. MIDDLE: After receiving final equipment check, jumpers “relax” while awaiting plane. ABOVE RIGHT: SOF Art 
Director, Craig Nunn, practicing parachute landing fall (PLF) at Woods Memorial Airport. Note Canadian parachute wings earn¬ 
ed in 12th Special Air Force Group. 
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“OTAND in the door” — an order 
that has made many a young man 
wish he were elsewhere — became quite 
common at the 1980 SOF convention in 
Missouri. The order was given 119 times, 
followed by the simple word: **00.” Not 
one member of the SOF training class hes¬ 
itated to take that giant step that separates 
an individual forever from the world of 
non-jumpers. 

Issuing the commands were 15 men 
from the 1st Airborne Division, Ltd. — a 
non-profit, non-governmental parachute 
organization composed mostly of former 
members of the now-defunct airborne di¬ 
vision of the Confederate Air Force 
(CAF). 1 am its commander. Deputy com¬ 
manders are J.R. Lee, a 12-year veteran of 
the 82nd; Jack Joubert, currently a cap¬ 
tain in the United States Army Reserve, 
and chief pilot is Bruce Deville, a veteran 
of the 173rd Airborne. 

Airborne Info 

The division has 600 members all over 
the United States and Mexico. There are 
brigades in Louisiana, Missouri, Colora¬ 
do and California. Unlike most jump or¬ 
ganizations, the 1st Airborne is primarily 
interested in the military style of jumping 
and does most of its demonstrations in 
current American airborne uniforms, hel¬ 
mets and equipment. An average trooper 
will make five times as many jumps per 
year as the average trooper on active duty. 

We also spend a large amount of time 
promoting the heritage of the American 
airborne, as well as pushing for a strong 
American military posture. Our newslet¬ 
ter, The Maroon Beret , provides a central 
source of information on activities and 
many articles about airborne history. 

Relations have been close between the 
1st Airborne and Robert K. Brown, pub¬ 
lisher of SOF, for some time. Brown, a 
member of the division, has also taken 
part in operations, as have many em¬ 
ployees of SOF (see “SOF Jumps With A 
Ghost Squadron,” March ’79). There¬ 
fore, when it was decided to hold jump 
operations at the first annual SOF con¬ 
vention, planners chose the 1st Airborne 
to direct the activities. 

Safety 1st 

The 1st Airborne had aircraft available 
and more than 50 of the latest Army T-10 
parachutes as well as reserves. In addition, 
its training staff, directed by Deville, a 
United States Parachute Association in¬ 
structor and area safety officer, is prob¬ 
ably the busiest training cadre in the coun¬ 
try, holding jump operations every week¬ 
end. Over the years, the 1st has developed 
a program combining military training 
and experience as well as a training man¬ 
ual that enables a student to receive ade¬ 
quate training and make his first jump the 
same day. 
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Safety remains the primary concern of 
the training staff — and no student is al¬ 
lowed to take that first great step until 
they feel he can handle it. No 1st Airborne 
student has ever suffered a serious injury. 
After 119 student jumps at the SOF con¬ 
vention, no injuries were reported to the 
training cadre. 

Planning Ahead 

Plans for the training cadre and the 
operational schedule were developed four 
months before the operation by Joubert, 
who was appointed ground-school com¬ 
mander. Joubert, a graduate of LSU 
where he played center on the Tiger’s 
football team, is now in the oil business in 
Lafayette, La. Well organized and con¬ 
cise, Joubert’s time schedules for the 
school contributed greatly toward its 
ultimate success. 

Personnel were under the direct com¬ 
mand of Lee, owner of a construction 
company in Shreveport, La. By delegating 
authority, Deville and 1 had ample time to 
oversee the complete operation. 

It was also part of the operational plan 
to dispatch Supply Officer Sean Dill with 
half of the required training cadre and all 
of the equipment two days before the start 
of operations. Dill, a typical Irishman, 
served in the 82nd. His instructions called 
for him to approve and prepare the drop 
zone (DZ) and coordinate all activities 
with Convention Director Steve Schrein¬ 
er. Schreiner, also an 82nd veteran, ap¬ 
proved the decision to change the DZ 
from the Chapman Range to the Woods 
Memorial Airport, since one of the re¬ 
quirements for our training schools’ loca¬ 
tions is a spot that allows rapid jumper 
recovery. 

All Aboard 

The remainder of the cadre flew in the 
night before operations were scheduled to 
begin. Joubert, Deville, pilot Mike Phil¬ 
lips and I brought photo equipment and 


assorted supplies. It was a direct flight 
from Louisiana — and well within the 
range of the Beech 18 (formerly a Navy 
C-45). 

The plane, used only for jump opera¬ 
tions, has no seats in it. (Depending on the 
type of equipment used, the craft can 
carry up to 15 jumpers.) The plane also 
carried jumpmaster James Burke and 
Shreveport policeman Rick Buckley. 

The camera plane (a Cessna 182), 
piloted by 1st Airborne member John 
Graber, was scheduled to arrive early the 
next morning with my wife, Amy — who 
is airborne-qualified — as passenger. She 
was to be responsible for keeping the 
jump records straight. 

The flight’s only problem occurred 
when we tried to land on the small, single 
runway at Woods Memorial. 

Strip Glitch 

Landing in the middle of the night at 
what I hoped was the right airport was no 
way to build confidence at the start of an 
operation. Nor was reaching the end of 
the runway while we were still at max 
landing speed. Phillips immediately pulled 
back on the stick and we climbed. I re¬ 
member noticing a fence in the glare of 
the landing lights as we climbed over it. 

(The only problem facing the training 
cadre of the 1st Airborne while directing 
airborne operations at the convention was 
to be the exceptionally short length of the 
runway at Woods Memorial Airport in 
Columbia, Mo. The 2400-foot strip was to 
prove a constant problem in getting a fully 
loaded Beech 18 (C-45) off the ground.) 

At one end of the single-lane strip was a 
grove of trees and, at the other, a hill with 
a fence on top. Turning the aircraft 
around, we made a long, low pass around 
the perimeter of the airport and slowly 
dropped down over the trees, giving 
ourselves ample runway this time. 

By then, everyone on the plane was 
awake except Deville, who proved again 
that he could sleep through anything. 


Ready to go! Jumpers are double-timed to waiting Beech 18. 
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Joubert crawled to the front of the plane 
and inquired as to where we were. 

Buckley answered, “On the ground I 
hope.” 

Jumpschool Discipline 

Friday morning found the 1st Airborne 
preparing the complex paperwork needed 
for each student. By 1000 hours, the class 
was ready to begin. The first day’s ac¬ 
tivities consisted of forming seven sticks 
of nine troopers each. Sticks were 
separated by color and were marched to 
each area of instruction. The operational 
plan required adherence to military 
discipline. (To learn to jump, your mind 
must be alert at all times. A piece of infor¬ 
mation you miss could save your life.) 

After general instruction on the history, 
theory and application of the parachute, 
the sticks were moved to separate areas 
for harness training, parachute-landing- 
fall (PLF) training, aircraft-exit procedure 
and parachute recovery. The first jumps 
were planned for 1500 hours. 

In addition, a demo jump was sched¬ 
uled each day at 1300 hours over the 
Chapman Range. Only 1st Airborne 
members were allowed to participate 
because of the skill required. Maj. Frank 
Novotny, active Army and former mem¬ 
ber of an SF demo team, acted as team 
leader. Both demo jumps were excellent 
and were followed by a buzz job from the 
aircraft which, because of the low altitude 
and the size of the plane, made a big 
impression on the crowd at the range. 

By 1500 hours, the first sticks were 
ready and the troopers were issued their 
gear. After being thoroughly inspected, 
each stick was lined up in exit order and 
checked again for equipment problems. 
Safety was foremost in our minds — if 
there was a problem, we wanted to be sure 
it did not stem from neglected equipment. 

The excitement at the airport intensi¬ 
fied and the crowd of onlookers grew 
larger. (It seemed like every other person 
there was with the news media.) As the 
engines of the C-45 started up, everyone 
turned toward the first stick, 

Joubert turned them around and dou¬ 
ble-timed the stick to the waiting aircraft. 
Tension was high, as stick members realiz¬ 
ed that in less than 14 minutes they were 
going out an open door 2800 feet above 
the airport. 

The aircraft climbed fast. Recovery 
teams were quickly dispatched, and our 
chief Medical Officer Neal Lancon, a resi¬ 
dent of the rice fields and swamps of 
southern Louisiana, prepared his assist¬ 
ants. The plan of operation included sev¬ 
eral recovery teams, equipped with ropes 
and a gas-powered saw. In addition, Lan¬ 
con was prepared for any potential medi¬ 
cal problem. 

The aircratt leveled off and came over 
the DZ at the required altitude, releasing 
its wind streamer. On its second pass, ac¬ 
cording to plan, it would release three 
jumpers, turn quickly and release another 
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three upwind. The remaining three mem¬ 
bers of the stick would jump on the final 
pass. Upon landing, the plane would im¬ 
mediately take on the next stick waiting by 
the runway. 

The moment arrived, and the first body 
came out the door, followed quickly by 
two others. Before the third man had ex¬ 
ited the plane, the first man had a com¬ 
plete parachute. There was a roar from 
the crowd as three individuals earned a 
maroon beret. 

Sidelights 

The quality of the individuals in jump- 
school training was of a level that would 
make them desirable in any active unit — 
individuals like John Beauchamp, chief of 
police from Warrenton, Mo.; former SF 
officer and writer Jim Morris; and Craig 
Nunn, former 12SF member and art direc¬ 
tor of SOF Magazine. These people are 
only a few examples from a group with 
equal qualifications. 

The sticks all landed safely, although 
very few jumpers zeroed in on the DZ. In 
fact, on the last day, one of our jump- 
masters decided to spread troopers all 
over the field adjoining the DZ. 

Student Stunts 

One trooper landed in a tree and had to 
be recovered with the aid of a long rope. 
(The parachute took even longer to re¬ 
cover.) 

Another student scared us out of 10 
years’ growth by landing smack in front 
of an electrical power line. His main 
started folding rapidly across the lines. In¬ 
stead of cutting it away and running in the 
opposite direction, he just stood there in 
amazement. Our recovery-team leader, 
John Woods, late of the 75th Infantry 


Deputy Commander J.R. Lee gives 
Jumper final approval. 



(Ranger), ran toward him with his knife 
drawn. The student finally cut away, then 
realized that he had neglected to discon¬ 
nect his “Stevens System” — as the riser 
of the now-free main chute proceeded to 
deploy his reserve at his feet. Naturally, he 
was still connected to the main chute — 
still over the lines. Having seen more than 
one jumper burned by electrical current, 
Woods used his knife to disconnect the 
“Stevens System.” Only the dryness of 
the lines and main prevented the current 
from traveling down it. Very carefully, we 
recovered the main. 

Jumpmaster Joke 

For those who wonder how you go to 
the “head” in a plane that has no facili¬ 
ties, let me first assure you that it is not 
out the open door. For the purpose, there 
is a device called the “relief tube.” In ef¬ 
fect, it is a rubber tube with a funnel on 
one end and, with the help of gravity, it 
usually drains out the other end. The tube 
provides a perfect opportunity for a prac¬ 
tical joke — jumpmaster style. While sim¬ 
ple in design and efficient, it also looks 
like the old-style “speaking tube” used in 
ships. The odor coming from it is predic¬ 
table and, on a full load, a jumpmaster is 
hard put to keep himself from suggesting 
that the nearest novice jumper “pick up 
the speaking tube and tell the pilot 10 
degrees left.” I apologize now to those in¬ 
dividuals for the unresponsivencss on the 
part of the pilot. 

More Of The 1st 

Other members of the cadre that par¬ 
ticipated were Finance Officer Chris Pet- 
tus, Jumpmaster James Burke, Property 
Officer Tom Hunt, former SF trooper 
Guy Richards — who was on the demo 
team and also writes for The Maroon 
Beret — and Glen Thibodeaux of Loui¬ 
siana. In addition, Jim Waddell of 
Houston, Texas, and C.J. Harper of the 
Harris County Sheriff’s Department 
showed up. (Harper must have had infor¬ 
mation that the Hilton Bar was going to 
be held up, as he spent so much of his time 
guarding it.) 

Notwithstanding a late and noisy en¬ 
trance into the banquet hall, wc of the 1st 
Airborne, as usual, minded our manners. 
Wc did, however, set a new record for the 
number of bodies that will fit in a Chevy 
truck — and thisdncluded Alex MeColl 
who had a seat to himself. In the bulging 
truck, it was a long and interesting trip 
from the DZ to the banquet, and Scan Dill 
managed to get us lost twice. It was, 
however, time well spent, as it allowed 
MeColl time to expound upon the role of 
St. Michael in the Christian religion. 

The trip also reinforced our belief that 
camouflage uniforms have a unique effect 
on young women and, in the case of two 
or our members, not-so-young women. 
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We found ourselves well treated in Col¬ 
umbia — the one exception being some 
protesters, and those kids actually were 
treated more poorly by their local peers 
then by our group. (It was interesting to 
see local university students protest our 
being there. Not surprisingly, they were 
organized in the best Chinese-fire-drill 
fashion. Apparently, they were ejected 
first from a campus movie, then after a 
day of reorganization, they found the 
SOF headquarters hotel where three of 
them proceeded to march back and forth 
with signs.) 

We also boosted the local economy, 
especially through our beer purchases. It 
was, as well, a personal victory for those 
members of the 1st Airborne who worked 
all year to prove that you can have safe 
jump schools and a good time simultane¬ 
ously. 


A Job Well Done 

The 1st Airborne completed its mission 
at the SOF convention by jumping 119 in¬ 
dividuals, the majority of whom had 
never made a jump before. In addition, 
two demo jumps were made at the Chap¬ 
man Range. By 1500 hours Sunday, we 
had begun the long trip home — not only 
to Louisiana, but to Texas, Ohio, Kansas 
and Colorado. The only complications 
were that the C-45 flew all the way on in¬ 
struments with no ceiling and the Cessna 
182 was forced to spend two days in 
northern Arkansas, waiting for better 
weather. 

It is anticipated that the 1981 SOF con¬ 
vention will draw over 2,000 registered 
participants and at least 300 people who 
wish to jump. The 1st Airborne has ac¬ 
cepted the challenge and will meet it. 

We are on the road — and have room 
for any person willing to accept the 
challenge. In more ways than one, we 
practice our motto: To Strive, To Seek 
and Not to Yield. 





TOP: 1st Airborne commanding officer 
Madro Bandaries (left) and Maj. Tom 
Hunt talk to ABC newsman. MIDDLE: 
Attentive Jumpschool attendants during 
one stage of training. RIGHT: 1st Air¬ 
borne jumpmasters (In berets) making 
final equipment check before Jump. 
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EGO INTERFERES 
WITH 

MARSHALL’S 

MEMOIRS 


BRINGING UP THE REAR. A Memoir. 
By Samuel Lyman Atwood Marshall. 
Edited by Cate Marshall. San Rafael, 
Calif.: Presidio Press. 1979. 303 pp. 
$12.95. Review by J.D. Coleman. 

T HIS is a book that can stir up some of 
the classic “mixed emotions.” It 
reads fast, because Marshall, as always, 
writes extremely well. The passage of 
years had not dulled his adroit pacing, his 
deft turn of a phrase. The memoir is 
about his life, yet in reality it is a 70-year 
chronicle of this nation’s military history, 
as seen from the perspective of a uniquely 
qualified observer. 

The mixed emotions are called forth 
because the reader is constantly con¬ 
fronted with the massive Marshall ego, 
and the initial inclination is to dismiss the 
whole thing out of hand. Yet, without 
question, “SLAM” Marshall was a man 
of towering achievements. He authored 29 
books on warfare, and his early works 
have been widely quoted and used as texts 
and the basis for training manuals in 
several armies. Marshall originated a form 
of historical combat reporting that pre¬ 
served much of the essence of the battles 
of World War II, and served as a model 
for historical research in Korea and Viet¬ 
nam. 

Then, just as the reader is about to be 
won over by the sheer weight of the man’s 
genius, his egotism begins to wear on the 
mind and, presto, the reader is back at 
square one. 

In his foreword, Marshall states cate¬ 
gorically that he was the only American to 
know combat in four wars — World Wars 
I and II, Korea and Vietnam — and, in so 
doing, he was the only American to figure 
in half the wars of the United States. He 
also declares, “I have known well a larger 
number of military commanders and had 
personal experience with more troops in 
the field, by the tens of thousands, than 
anyone in our history.” Strong stuff in¬ 
deed, but how does one prove or disprove 
statements of that enormity? 

His statement about knowing a lot of 
military commanders probably is true. 
Bringing Up The Rear is a book of names. 
The late Brig. Gen, Samuel Lyman At¬ 
wood Marshall knew a lot of people in his 
77 years of life, most of them apparently 
general officers. The book reads like a 


BRINGING UP 


A Memoir 



Edited by Cate Marshall 


Who's Who of War for the 20th century, 
with most of the principals enjoying a 
close, personal relationship with the 
author. More than 100 general officers arc 
named and almost all of them, save the 
handful of Hitler’s commanders, have 
their names preceded by the line: “My old 
friend.” Add to that a dozen or so naval 
flag officers, a score of Israeli luminaries, 
and the presidential and congressional 
leadership of the United States, and it’s 
not difficult to sec why the index abounds 
with names. 

This is not to say that “SLAM” Mar¬ 
shall didn’t, in fact, know these folks. He 
did; but how friendly the relationships 
were will probably never be known. If 
everything in this book occurred exactly 
as related, Marshall deserved far more 
credit — official credit — than he ever 
received. But there is that nagging “if” — 
a skepticism born of personal experience, 
of being a subject of the famous Marshall 
interview technique. 

I was a First Cavalry Division rifle com¬ 
pany commander in May 1966, when my 
company was flown back to the An Khe 
garrison after being badly bloodied in an 
engagement with the NVA. My troops 
and I were delighted and honored to be 
singled out for the famous post-battle in¬ 
terviews by the esteemed historian. And, 
although his interview with me was con¬ 
ducted alone in my hootch and in less than 


an hour, I bared my soul to the old gentle¬ 
man — and so did my officers and NCOs 
when they were interviewed. But none 
were interviewed in depth or in a group 
environment, which the general points out 
is the essence of his technique. 

While this was proceeding, in the back 
of my mind was a warning uttered by my 
battalion commander, Lt. Col. John 
Hemphill, who, himself, was the subject 
of a Marshall interview and the victim of 
erroneous reporting in the book. Pork 
Chop Hi/l. Said the doughty Hemphill: 
“Don’t expect too much from this guy.” 

He was right. The book. Battles in the 
Monsoon , which ensued from the 1st Air 
Cav’s fight in the Vinh Thanh mountains 
in May 1966, and the 101 st Airborne’s 
battles at Toumorong, was replete with in¬ 
accuracies — of fact, of name, of situa¬ 
tion, of location. 

So, from that personal recollection, 
there remains a nagging doubt about the 
precision of the memoir. 

It was in the Battle of the Monsoon that 
Marshall elected to indict the working 
press of the world, and that of the United 
States in particular. He reiterates those 
allegations several times in Bringing Up 
The Rear, exempting only a few reporters 
from his accusations of self-serving, 
craven mediocrity. And he blasts them not 
only for Vietnam, but for Korean war 
coverage as well. Marshall went to Korea 
ostensibly as a correspondent for the 
Detroit News but, using the good offices 
of “my good old friends,” found all sorts 
of interesting military chores to perform 
and, in his own words: “I was given a 
military staff, a van, a chopper and three 
sergeant assistants to bird-dog stories for 
me so that I could meet the requirements 
of the Detroit News. In effect, I was serv¬ 
ing as an extra ADC, done without pay, 
but with all the backing I needed.” 

The same essentially was true of Viet¬ 
nam. Again, accredited as a reporter, 
Marshall flitted from base camp to base 
camp in helicopters provided by division 
and corps commanders, ate in the gen¬ 
erals’ messes, was given top-level brief¬ 
ings, had ground vehicles made available 
to him any time he desired, and made sure 
everyone subordinate to him knew he was 
a general, even though he had retired 
from the Army Reserve nearly two de¬ 
cades earlier. There are many who served 
in the press corps in Korea and Vietnam 
who would submit that any of them could 
have done as well with equivalent support 
and assets. 

For the reader expecting to find keen in¬ 
sights into the workings of a combat 
historian; for the person hoping to glean 
personal tidbits about the great and near- 
great; for the “SLAM” Marshall fan who 
wishes to know more about his idol .... 
there is a little bit for everyone in this 
book. Yet, as Marshall himself put it in 
his foreword, when discussing the ac¬ 
curacy of obituary notices: “One thinks 
of obits only to recall what the Sphinx 
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replied when asked by the Anzac for the 
digested wisdom of the ages: don’t expect 
too much.” 


Bringing Up The Rear is pleasant 
reading, if you don’t get mad; has a few 
surprises for even the most avid historian; 
will open a couple of memory banks for 
many; may send some back to the library 
to reread some of the earlier Marshall 
works; and will look nice on a shelf. 

But, overall, don’t expect too much. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Lt. Col J.D. Cole¬ 


man (USA Ret.) served tours in Vietnam 
both as a public information officer and 
as a rifle company commander in the First 
Air Cavalry Division. He now operates a 
public-relations firm in Atlanta, Ga. 

I can verify Col. Coleman *s allegation 
that S.L.A. Marshall got treatment from 
the Army not only preferential but un¬ 
conscionable . Army brass fawned all over 
him. I was an AP correspondent at An 
Khe during the incident reported here. 
Marshall comandeered the only jeep the 
public information office had, plus a 
driver to chauffeur him around. He was 
royally wined and dined by the command¬ 
ing general and afforded accommodations 
in that officer’s tent. And, of course, he 
had the power to command an entire com¬ 
pany of troops to appear for private inter¬ 
views. The only way other serious cor¬ 
respondents in Vietnam could get their 
stories was to accompany troops into 
combat. More than 50 of them got killed 
doing that and a couple of hundred of 
them were wounded. And this is not sour 
grapes — I was one of the correspondents 
Marshall praised.—Bob Poos 
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THE TEKNA KNIFE Weight is 5 oz.; overall 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 9 

S FA GULF 

CHAPTER ... 

A chapter of the Special Forces 
Association has been formed and 
chartered in the Central Gulf Coast 
area. 

It is Chapter XXX, the Col. A.J. (Bo) 
Baker Chapter. Any former Special 
Forces trooper living in the central 
Gulf Coast area interested in joining 
can get further information from 
William Twitty, acting secretary, 
Chapter XXX, SFA, P.O. Box 53002, 
New Orleans, LA 70153. 


S OF SEEKS 

RAID, OATES INFO ... 

SOF wants to contact anyone, mili¬ 
tary or civilian, who took part in cross- 
border raids from Rhodesia (now Zim¬ 
babwe) into Angola, Mozambique or 
Zambia. Respondents should write to 
SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown at P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 

Tom Oates. Imperative you contact 
Bill Wilson or SOF. 


Continued on page 88 
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razor sharp, and is securely housed »n the cap of 
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. ; . A specialty rig Combining a Commando 
style watchband and a knife sheath The 
fuJPy functional watchband serves as 


the base support for the leather sheath 
which is positioned to be worn spanning 
the under/inside of the forearm. An 
adjustable security strap at the point of 
the sheath asauTes a close, comfarlable 
Fit. The sheath is detachable so that the 
band can be worn independently. The 
rig is designed for high technology 
chronometers and Ihe A. G, Russell “Sting" 
and "Sting 1 a", bul will also accommodate 
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weapons: r _„ 
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IN REVIEW 

Continued from page IS 

I suspect 1 would find myself on the 
other side from Mr. Smith on most of the 
substantive social and political issues of 
the day, and his writing style is pedestrian. 
But the book does contain a well-organ¬ 
ized mass of useful information of value 
to the ordinary person confronted with 
application against himself of computer¬ 
generated information, specifically in the 
following areas: 

• Ascertaining accuracy and reliability 
of information that goes into one’s file, 
including such matters as purging all af¬ 
fected files, e.g., the record of an arrest 
that later resulted in an acquittal or the 
charges being dropped. 

• Control over dissemination of sen¬ 
sitive medical and other personal data to 
persons — for purposes other than those 
originally intended. 

• Access to and review of one’s files to 
check on the accuracy of its data. On this 
subject Smith tells us some real horror 
stories and also some ways we can get a 
crack at seeing our various files and trying 
to get them corrected. 

• When and where you have the right 
to refuse to disclose your Social Security 
number. 

Part III goes into such subjects as elec¬ 
tronic surveillance, “lie detectors” and 
other creations of modern technology that 
can impact on the individual. This con¬ 
tains instructive and sometimes alarming 
information, even for those of us who do 
not share Mr. Smith’s extreme sensitivity 
to this subject. 

Part IV is entitled “Physical Privacy,” 
with descriptive chapter headings which 
include “Sexual Privacy,” “In the 
Mails,” “In the Home” and so on. It’s 
something of a “purple bag” on such 
things as the right to practice odd forms 
of sex in the home, the law of search war¬ 
rants, plant-security systems and mail in¬ 
terception. 

The last section details Smith’s ideas 
about the psychological aspects of pri¬ 
vacy. Even if you don’t agree with all of 
them, the ideas here are interesting and 
provocative. The process of working out 
just why you disagree with him on any 
particular point will at least bring your 
own ideas into focus. 

Bottom line: This is a useful and in¬ 
formative book. I definitely recommend 
you buy, read and retain it for reference— 
against the day when you may have to do 
battle with one of the tentacles of the 
bureaucratic information explosion. 

Alexander McColl is a Contributing 
Editor /Military Affairs for SOF. He is 
also an investment manager , lawyer, Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer of Parachute Medical 
Rescue Service and a colonel in the U. 5. 
Army Reserve Special Forces. His first 
novel, Valley of Peril, based on his ex¬ 
periences in Vietnam, will be published 
soon. 


THE FILIPINO MARTIAL ARTS. By 
Dan Inosanto. Los Angeles: Know Now 
Publishing Co. 1977. 176 pp. $9.25. 
Review by David E. Steele. 

T HIS is a “concept” book of the Fili¬ 
pino arts of escrima and Kali as 
taught by Dan Inosanto. The book was 
compiled by Inosanto, Gilbert Johnson 
and George Foon. Most of the pictures 
are posed by Inosanto and his training 
partner, Richard Bustillo. 

Dan Inosanto is probably the best 
known Filipino martial-arls instructor in 
the United States. He is also the most 
famous student of Bruce Lee, and Inosan- 
to’s school in Torrance (Filipino Kali 
Acadamy, 23018 S. Normandie, Tor¬ 
rance, CA 90507) is one of the few places 
one can study Jeet Kune Do (JKD), Bruce 
Lee’s system. 

This book illustrates the technique 
taught in the first six months of 
Inosanto’s escrima course (length of time 
depending on the talent and persistence of 
the student). However, more than mere 
technique is contained in this book. It is 
designed to be what Gilbert Johnson calls 
a “concept” book. As he says in his 



Author Dan Inosanto 


foreword, “Until recently, most martial- 
arts technical books have struggled with 
laborious descriptions of martial-arts 
poses and Oriental terms. They were 
‘technique’ books, ‘terminology’ books, 
‘form’ books. And as chronicles of ‘style’ 
they served a purpose. But now ... a new 
kind of book is possible — the concept 
book. Movement concepts that follow 
physical laws of motion aren’t confined to 
styles or systems. Consequently, anyone 
can benefit from them.” 

The idea in JKD and in Inosanto’s 
escrima training is to fit the instruction to 
the individual. The instructor can teach 
techniques, but his main job is to open the 
student’s mind to basic concepts, and to 
let the student build a personal style from 
these principles. 

The parent art of the Philippines is 
Kali , an early form of fighting with edged 
weapons. Today Kali, escrima (from the 
Spanish word for fencing) and arnis de 
mono are taught primarily with the 
24-inch baston made of bamboo or rat¬ 
tan. However, the system does not limit 


itself to just one weapon, since its basic 
principle is that any weapon with a handle 
can be used. The knife, spear, bolo, sai, 
bo, nunchaku, yawara stick and empty 
hand can all be used with escrima tech¬ 
niques. In fact, Inosanto is credited with 
introducing Bruce Lee to the nunchaku 
(called Tabak toyok in the Philippines), 
and so we have Inosanto to thank for the 
most dramatic scenes in the movies, Game 
of Death and Enter the Dragon. 

Inosanto’s book is not perfect. Some of 
the techniques shown are too complex for 
someone to follow with only the book to 
learn from (I’ve always felt that a martial- 
arts book should be so clear and simple 
that an Eskimo finding it in the snow 
could teach himself everything in it — my 
own book on knife fighting has been ban¬ 
ned in South Africa, apparently because 
even illiterate terrorists could put it to 
use). However, the more complicated rou¬ 
tines shown do serve as a refresher for 
Inosanto’s students, as well as a rare refer¬ 
ence book for escrima students in other 
parts of the country. 

Also, some of the historical informa¬ 
tion is questionable. For example, Magel¬ 
lan was killed in the Philippines by natives 
loyal to Lapu Lapu, but how anyone 
could determine that he was killed with a 
rattan stick is beyond me. 

Inosanto lists 43 styles or systems of 
training — probably a conservative esti¬ 
mate since there are about 80 different 
peoples on the 700 islands of the Philip¬ 
pines. He discusses in detail those men he 
feels are most important in bringing the 
art to America and those “grandfathers” 
who passed on the art to him. 

My only real disappointment in the 
book was the comparative lack of knife 
techniques. As Inosanto says in the book, 
he has omitted 98 percent of the escrima 
dagger techniques upon the request of the 
publishers and some elderly escrimadores. 
Of course, as he points out, most of the 
empty-hand and baston techniques de¬ 
scribed can be adapted to the dagger. 

In all, The Filipino Martial Arts is one 
of the finest fighting books I have ever 
read. I would recommend it to anyone 
who is interested in a really cohesive, prac¬ 
tical system of self-defense that fills the 
ground between empty hand and fire¬ 
arms. Remember that an 8-ounce stick 
can easily make up for a 50-pound weight 
differential between opponents, especially 
when it is wielded with the skills of the 
escrimador. 

SOF contributing editor David Steele 
studied with Inosanto for almost a year . 
The two also recently completed work on 
a martial-arts movie epic as advisers, In¬ 
osanto providing his expertise, Steele pro¬ 
viding the knives. Steele says that Inosan¬ 
to is well educated, open to new ideas and 
sincerely concerned about the welfare of 
his students — but begins every class with 
a rope-skipping event to eliminate undedi¬ 
cated disciples . 
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SAS trooper lays out kit for extended jungle patrol for inspection. Note short-barreled, 12-gauge t 5-shot, slide-action shotgun — 
SAS found it most effective weapon for jungle fighting. Photo: Imperial War Museum. 


SAS AT WAR IN MALAYA 


Jungle Lab of Counterinsurgency 

by Leroy Thompson 
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SAS patrol moves upstream in Malaya. Note assorted armament — lead scout holds 
Sten SMG t other troopers carry Browning automatic shotgun, (J.S. Ml carbine. Next 
to last man in column carries Bren .303. Photo: Imperial War Museum 


A LTHOUGH the maximum number 
of British Special Air Service 
personnel committed at any one time in 
Malaya was less than 600, they had an ef¬ 
fect on the campaign against communist 
terrorists far out of proportion to their 
numbers. Even more important was their 
influence on subsequent special units 
fighting terrorist-guerrillas. Many doc¬ 
trines which became SOP with the U.S. 
Special Forces in Vietnam were, in fact, 
developed by the SAS in Malaya. 

When the SAS arrived in Malaya in 
1950 — after being detoured en route to 
the Korean War — they brought with 
them an enviable reputation as fighters, 


but certainly not as jungle-warfare ex¬ 
perts. Their origins were, instead, far 
removed from the jungles of Southeast 
Asia. Formed in the Western Desert by 
David Stirling during World War II, the 
SAS raided and harassed Rommel’s sup¬ 
ply lines, penetrating hundreds of miles 
into enemy territory. Later in the war, 
operating from forests in occupied 
France, SAS jeep patrols roamed the Ger¬ 
man rear, attacking supply depots and 
gathering intelligence for allied armies ad¬ 
vancing out of Normandy. 

Though inexperienced in jungle war¬ 
fare, the SAS’ high level of individual 
motivation and training made it adap¬ 


table, and it is likely it could have become 
just as skilled in arctic warfare as in jungle 
fighting. (SAS units assigned to NATO 
today are, in fact, trained to operate 
above the Arctic Circle.) 

Gen. Douglas MacArthur realized this 
ability to operate behind enemy lines 
could be valuable and asked for an SAS 
unit in Korea. But conditions at the time 
indicated that D Squadron of the 22nd 
SAS Regiment would be more useful in 
combating Communist Terrorists (CTs) in 
Malaya. The CTs, who had waged an 
escalating war since 1948, proved to be 
more than conventional troops could han¬ 
dle. Malaya’s wealth of rubber and tin 
(one-third the world supply of the former 
and one-half of the latter) looked as if it 
might end up under communist control. 
Three-quarters of Malaya was jungle, and 
between 5 000 and 10,000 CTs used it as 
their operations base. 

A high proportion of the British line 
regiments in Malaya served in static 
defense roles and had little real effect on 
the CTs. CT leaders — many of whom 
had fought with the British against the 
Japanese and were familiar with British 
military techniques — followed a policy of 
terrorizing aborigines who lived in the 
jungle and frightening them into giving 
warning whenever British patrols ap¬ 
proached. 

Such was the situation when the first 
SAS squadron arrived in Singapore and 
joined up with the Malayan Scouts. Of¬ 
ficers M.M. Calvert of the SAS and J.M. 
Woodhouse of the Scouts soon decided 
there were two keys to defeating the CTs. 
First, they would have to win over the 
aborigines and move them to safe areas. 
Second, they had to set ambushes for the 
terrorists when they emerged from the 
jungle, then send in patrols to attack the 
CTs in their own territory. 

To prepare SAS troopers for stalking 
the CTs in their lair, Calvert and Wood- 
house developed an intensive, realistic 
training program. One of the most effec- 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Leroy Thompson, a frequent con¬ 
tributor to SOF’s In Review, served as 
a special and base security officer in 
the U.S. Air Force. He has also work¬ 
ed as a deputy sheriff, a bodyguard in 
Europe and the Caribbean and a secu¬ 
rity chief for a large grocery chain. His 
academic background includes gradu¬ 
ate studies in military history at the 
Universities of Oxford, Edinburgh and 
London. 

Thompson now runs a military book 
business that supplies books to univer¬ 
sities, military academies and military 
installations throughout the world. As 
a writer, he draws upon his military 
and police background, specializing — 
as in this article — in military and arms 
topics.—M.L. Jones 
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previously held misconception that Euro¬ 
pean troops could only operate there for 
three weeks at a time. Eventually, SAS 
units remained in the jungle indefinitely. 
Carrying minimum rations and ammuni¬ 
tion and living off the country, they need¬ 
ed little outside support. If resupply were 
necessary, it was via airdrop. The SAS 
also developed the 7-to-14-day ration, 
forerunner of the British Battle Ration. 

Hand in hand with their deep penetra¬ 
tions into the jungle went the SAS 4 ‘hearts 
and minds** campaign in which, much like 
Special Forces work with the Muong or 
Montagnards and the Buon Enao experi¬ 
ment which evolved into the CIDG pro¬ 
gram, the SAS worked with the abori¬ 
gines, providing medical and defense as¬ 
sistance. 

In return, the aborigines stopped in¬ 
forming the CTs about SAS patrols and 
gave them active support instead. 

The SAS normally used Iban tribesmen 
from Borneo as trackers. However, as 
they gained experience, many SAS 
troopers became experts at following ter¬ 
rorists through the jungle themselves. One 
of the best was a Sgt. Turnbull, who many 
times followed a track for weeks at a time 
to a successful kill. 

Sgt. Turnbull was also known for his 
skill with the short-barreled 12-gauge 
shotgun favored by the SAS in Malaya. 
Loaded with special “Malaya Loads** 
containing buckshot surrounded by 
smaller shot, these shotguns were deadly 
at close range in the jungle. Turnbull, it is 
said, could empty the pump gun’s mag¬ 
azine so fast it sounded as if he were firing 
an automatic. Another favorite trick of 
Turnbull and other SAS trackers was to 
booby-trap CT fish traps. Once, in fact, 
they booby-trapped a turtle caught in one 
of the traps to blow up when the CTs 
prepared to eat it. 

Final Mop-up 

By 1958, after eight years in Malaya, 
the SAS grew accustomed to the heavy 
rainfall, high temperature and high 
humidity. They had adjusted to living and 
operating in the swamp, even developing a 
technique of building bashas , or lean-tos, 
in the roots of large trees which grew 
above the water. Not only did these 
bashas furnish dry sleeping places, but it 
was impossible to approach them through 
the water without making noise and alert¬ 
ing the occupants. This helped protect 
SAS camps from ambush. Even leeches, 
an SAS nemesis throughout Malaya, did 
not prove to be as bad in the swamp as ex¬ 
pected. 


Continued on page 76 


SAS parachutists dropped directly Into trees in Malaya, using 100-foot coil of rope 
they carried to lower themselves to ground. Photo: Imperial War Museum 


tive exercises consisted of arming two 
troopers with air guns and sending them 
into a prearranged area of jungle to stalk 
each other. They wore fencing masks to 
protect their eyes and face, but when hit 
on bare skin or a lightly clothed torso by a 
high-speed pellet, a man remembered the 

68 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


lesson well and worked to perfect quiet 
movement and stalking skills. In these 
training sessions, and later in jungle 
operations, the SAS learned to move 
slowly, quietly and observantly. 

As SAS patrols began to penetrate more 
deeply into the jungle, they disproved the 
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Sale 


Tiger Claw Training & Techniques, Leo Fong 

4.95 

3.96 


Bloody Iron, Knife fighting “Dirty Tricks"—-Brown 

12.95 

10.95 


Ninja Course + 2 FREE Ninjas 

5.95 

4.75 


Improvised Munitions, Vol #1, Improvised Weapons for CIA 

9.95 

7.95 


Instructor^ Special Forces Demolition Training 

8,95 

7 15 


Improvised Munitions, Vol #11, Improvised Weapons for CIA 

9.95 

7.95 


Bruce Leek Fighting Method-Bruce Lee, Uyehara 

29.95 

24.00 


Street Survival-Practical Guide to Self Defense-Demura 

9.95 

7.95 


Kung Fu Advanced Staff Fighting 

2.98 

2.25 


Iron Palm Training 100 Days-H.C. CHAO 

5.95 

4.95 


Kung Fu Combat Tai Chi-Andrew Lum 

11.98 

9.58 


Iron Palm Open Hand Fiqhtinq, Leo Fong 

5.95 

4.75 


Keys to Understanding Tubular Locks 

4.95 

3.95 


Nunchaku: Demura 

6.95 

5.55 


How to Open Handcuffs without Keys 

4.95 

3.95 


Advanced Nunchaku: Demura 

695 

5.55 

— 


A QA 

5.65 


Phillipine Stick Fighting: Amis System 

6.95 i 

5.65 
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Amis Figure Eight System Phillipine Stick Fighting 

5.95 

4.75 


Manuals on Mayhem-Steiner 
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Diary of the Way by Andrew Lum-Lily Siou 

6,95 

3.00 





Chinese Leg Maneuvers by Lee Arng 

9.98 

7.99 


BS 

waam 


Combat Tai Chi Kung Fu by Andrew Lum 

11.98 

9.50 

BUTOKUKAI 




Invisible Weapons—Jenks & Brown 

6.95 

5.60 

27 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 



Police Guide To Lock Picking 

4.95 

3.96 

(OWNER MARTIAL ARTS TEACHER FOR 33 YEARS1 



Poor Man Jamas Bond 

10.00 

8.00 


Postage: 75c first book, 35c each additional book. 

Fbreiqn Countries: Please submit Int’l MO or Bank 




How To Fit Keys By Impressioning 

4.95 

3.96 





How To Open Locks Without Keys Or Picks 

5.00 

4.00 

Draft payable in U.S. funds. N.Y. residents add 8% sales tax. 




Exotic Weapons—An Access Book—Michael Hoy 

6.95 

5.60 

M.O.D Check □ CashQ 




OSS Special Weapons Catalog 

7.95 

6.40 

Name (print) _ _ 




CIA Field Expedient Incendiary Manual 
(cannot be sold in Canada) 

8.95 

7.15 

Address 




CIA Improvised Sabotage Devices 
(cannot be sold in Canada) 

8.95 

7.15 

City _ _ State 7ip 



_ 
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Bugs & Electronic Surveillance 

6.95 

5.55 


USMC Sniping — US Marine Corps Bible 

5.95 

4.75 


Dynamic Kicks, by Chong Lee 

5.95 

4.75 


The Colt .45 Pistol 

4.95 

3.95 


T-22 Karate & Judo Exercises, by Tegner 

2.95 

2.25 


Walther P-38 Pistol by Major George Nonte 

4.95 

3.95 


T-20 Stick Fighting: Self-Defense, by Tegner 

2.95 

2.25 


Guerrilla Warfare Special Services 

7.95 

6.40 


T-18 Police Law Enforcement Techniques, by Tegner 

4.95 

3.96 


Ranger Handbook WWII Ranger Tactics 

6.00 

4.00 


T-17 Self-Defense Nerve Centers & Pressure Points 

2.95 

2.25 


Techniques of Harassment by Carpenter 

5.95 

4.75 


T-2 Savate French Foot & Fist Fighting, by Tegner 

2.95 

2.25 


Knife Self Defense Systems by Michael Echanis 

5.95 

4.75 


Combat Kung Fu: Street Fighting Art, by Leo Fong 

5.95 

4,75 


Training Hand Book American Underground 

6.95 

5.55 


Book of Ki, by Tochei 

8.95 

7.15 


Stick Fighting for Combat, by Michael Echanis 

6.95 

5.65 


Power Kicking, by Leo Fong 

5.95 

4.75 


T'Ang Lang Praying Mantis System #1, James Wong 

6.96 

5.55 


Tao of Jeet Kune Do, by Bruce Lee 

11.95 

9.95 


Deal the First Deadly Blow: 

Total Training Course Hand to Hand Combat 

12.95 

10.95 


Bruce Lee #1 Self Defense Techniques 

5,50 

4.40 


‘ 

Bruce Lee #2 Basic Training 

5.50 

4.40 





Bruce Lee #3 Skill in Techniques 

5.50 

4.40 

now to. BUTOKUKAI 




Bruce Lee #4 Advanced Techniques 

5.50 

4.40 

27 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 



Wei-Kuen Do, The Psychodynamic Art 
of Free Fighting, by Leo Fong 

9.95 

7.95 

; (OWNER MARTIAL ART3 TEACHER FOR 33 YEARS) 




Postage; 75c first book, 36c each additional book. 

Foreign Countries: Please submit Int'l MO or Bank 

Draft payable In U.S. funds, N,Y, residents add 8% sales tax. 




Close Shaves, Razor Fighting by Bradley Stewer 

8.00 

6.40 





The Shot Gun in Combat by Tony Lesco 

5.95 

4.75 





The Sage Monkey System of Kung Fu Wong 

5.95 

4.75 

M.O.D Check □ CaehD 




Dim Mak Poison Death Touch 

4.95 

3.95 

Name (print) _ _ ... - 




Eagle Claw of Choi Li Fut Kung Fu, Chua 

5.95 

4.75 





Northern Kung Fu Systems by Wong 

5,95 

4.75 

Address 

_ 


- 

The Locking Hand System of Praying Mantis, Chua 

5.95 

4.75 

City State Zip 
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The SMZ/X 


for the Ingram (MAC} M/11 SMGandSAP... 

... a highly specialized 
holster that stands 
jf& unchallenged as the fastest 

K| in the world for this family 

i ) of weapons. The superior 

ft; design provides a 

ft comfortable 

ftpVftS^ft^ftj^^ft while accommodating 

ft,' ' -W;. special attachments without 

sacrificing concealment. 
ftMET Constructed of a dense 
■ 1 JmmWf&Si&k polyethylene, the rig is not 

affected by moisture and 
requires no maintenance, 
i | This holster has been 

conceived to compliment 
\ professionals and operatives 

£ who require low profile 

M?- ..endowments. 


TJhe SMZ/X is classified as “Re¬ 
stricted" and may be obtained 
only by signed application. The 
SMZ/X - lor the M/1 1 Only - is 
$47.50- Fgra Procurement Ap- 
plicalio n. send a self addressed, 
sla m ped enve lo pe to our of hce 


ARMAMENT SYSTEMS PRODUCTS, UNLTD. 
P.0. BOX 18595-SOF: ATLANTA, GA 30326 USA 


MINI-14 FOLDING STOCKS 



Specifics: 

The stock body is made from a fiberglass reinforced structural nylon with a black, non- 
reflective surface similar in texture to the H & K. The pistol grip is molded as an in¬ 
tegral part of the stock forming a strong, one piece unit. Resistance to impact, 
chemicals and temperature extremes surpasses the most demanding military and 
civilian standards. The steel folding unit (with nylon butt pad) duplicates the ap¬ 
pearance and strength of the FN-FAL stock. The look mechanism features dual lock¬ 
ing lugs making it very tight and rugged. Length of pull from trigger to buttplate is 14 
5/8”, the optimum length as determined by military and civilian researchers. Each unit 
is iully guaranteed and will fit #181 and newer series Mini-14’s. $99.95 ppd. (3 or more. 
$89.95) 

NOTE: These are not the cheap, ill-fitting ABS or aluminum units seen elsewhere. 

MINI-14 VENTILATED PLASTIC HANDGUARD 

Genuine Ruger AC556K military handguards with metal liners. $12.95 ppd. 

MINI-14 FLASH HIDER AND SIGHT ASSEMBLY 

Flash is reduced 90% and muzzle climb is partially eliminated. These units are 
machined from solid steel and will fit standard length or shortened barrels. Mounting 
duplicates the method used by the Ruger Factory. $30.00 + $1.50 shipping. We will 
shorten, crown and permanently mount our flash hider on your barrel as well as 
parkerize your barrelled action. (See catalog). 

Our new 1981 CATALOG of riot gun folding stocks, magazine extensions and other 
shotgun accessories, H & K firearms - and others, combat accessories, Day/Night 
sighting systems, auto sears for most paramilitary firearms, etc., etc., is available for 
$2.00. (Refundable with order). 

R & R ENTERPRISES —P.O. BOX 385 — JEFFERSON, S.D. 57038 — (605) 966-5382 
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BETRAYAL 

Continued from page 31 

you.” She then tossed me a quart of “Old 
Crow.” I later learned she was Maggie 
Higgins, the famous war correspondent 
and author of Our Vietnam Nightmare . 

We got some hot food, then embarked 
on LSTs to go out to the waiting troop 
ships which were to carry us south to 
Pusan, South Korea. On board the trans¬ 
port there was once again time for reflec¬ 
tion. As we sailed south, my thoughts 
were those shared by all of us — home, 
family and the close friends I had lost. I 
also thought of the “free” peasant who 
had burned his life savings to show his 
belief and faith in our words and the UN 
mission. 

Never To Be Forgotten 

The “Frozen Chosin” campaign will 
never be forgotten by any of us who were 
there and came back alive. The battles and 
skirmishes were nothing short of drama¬ 
tic: 

My platoon — ambushed by four Rus¬ 
sian T-34 tanks below Koto-ri — knocked 
out three of them. 

The Chinese blowing up the spillway 
bridge south of Koto-ri, which if not 
spanned by us would have resulted in our 
being killed to a man, and the flying box¬ 
cars (C-119s) dropping a fully assembled 
steel bridge (the first time it was ever 
done) so that we could cross. 

The TBFs flying into the unbelievably 
high, short airstrip at Koto-ri, with the 
LSOs standing bravely under continual 
sniper fire, with their brilliant paddles 
guiding them in with supplies and out with 
wounded. 

Being held up by a mine field going into 
Wonsan and finding Bob Hope and Mari¬ 
lyn Maxwell entertaining there. 

The eeriness of the bugling and the 
Chinese soldiers chanting in unison and in 
English as they attacked: “Sonofabitch 
Marines, we kill. Sonofabitch Marines, 
you die.” 

Our tankers painting “14-13-12 etc. 
shooting days until Christmas” on their 
tanks. 

Army Gen. Lowe (President Truman’s 
personal in-the-field representative) 
arranging for a fresh quart of milk for 
each Marine at Wonsan. 

The unprintable language heard when 
we were told that the father of a Marine in 
our division, who owned a bakery in Bos¬ 
ton, had specially baked 19,000 one- 
pound fruit cakes, soaked in rum, to be 
shipped to us and, at the last moment, the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union 
pressured Truman into short-stopping our 
Christmas cakes in Japan. 

“Is he still alive?’’ 

But, of all of these, the one event which 
I think of most was the night I spent in a 
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crude mud hut, five miles south of the 
Chosin Reservoir and watched an old 
peasant truly experience his first and 
maybe his last feeling of freedom. 

I often wonder if he is alive, or if his 
fate was that of other North Koreans who 
accepted the promises of UN forces. If he 
is still alive, does he still have the UN won 
we gave him in the jar under his hearth? 
Does he sometimes gaze down at the rut¬ 
ted track passing his farm and look for the 
UN flag? 

I have the fervent hope that there will 
never again be a farmer in another land, 
left with nothing. 

Most of all I wonder, does he still hope? 

* 
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Continued from page 55 


LIGHTER THAN AIR: 
PAST AND FUTURE 

T HE “Columbia” and her sister ships 
are the biggest things in the sky (a 
Boeing 747, for example, is 195.6 feet 
long but is only a third the volume of the 
“Columbia,” which is 192 feet long), 
but are small compared to blimps of the 
past. They’re about one-tenth the size of 
the last active-duty Navy airships, the 
ZPG-3Ws, four of which formed part of 
the nation’s early-warning-radar net¬ 
work until 1962, when they were re¬ 
placed by conventional airplanes, and 
later by earth satellites. 

But even the ZPG-3Ws were midgets 
compared to the “Hindenburg,” which 
was 804 feet long and had 35 times the 
gas capacity of the “Columbia.” The 
“Hindenburg” floated on hydrogen gas 
— the U.S. had most of the worlds 
helium and wouldn’t sell any to Hitler’s 
Germany. Although helium can lift only 
90 percent of what hydrogen can, it is 
inert, and hydrogen is highly explosive. 
The “Hindenburg” was an accident 
waiting to happen. That finally occurred 
in 1937, cause to this date unknown, 
just 200 feet from its mooring mast at 
Lakehurst, N.J. 

Other airship crashes, those of the 
Goodyear-built “Macon” and “Akron” 
in the ’30s, gave airships a bad name. 
But lighter-than-air advocates point out 
that it was weather that did in the two 
large helium airships — weather that no 
airplane of the times would have dared 
to venture into. 

If airships are now just an advertising 
gimmick, the future may hold much 
more for them. It has to do with energy. 
Airships are fuel efficient. A blimp like 
the “Columbia” can operate for nearly a 
week on the amount of fuel that a jum¬ 
bo jet takes to crank up and taxi to the 
end of the runway. Giant improve¬ 
ments in weather forecasting also make 
APRIL/81 


DARE TO BE THE PURSUER 
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Don’t be the prey — helpless in 
emergencies! Prove your power 
potential by saving others! 

SEARCH AND RESCUE MAGAZINE 

teaches you the search, survival and 
rescue skills that mean the difference. 
Subscribe now to our quarterly and 
add a super new dimension to your life! 

Mail to: Search and Rescue Magazine 
Box 641 

Lompoc, CA 93438 




Order now and SAVE up to $15.00 over 
newstand prices! 

□ SAVE $15.00 on a 3 year $30 

subscription, enclosed is $27 

n SAVE $ 9.00 on a 2 year $21 

subscription, enclosed is $19 

□ SAVE $ 300 on a 1 year S12 

subscription, enclosed is $11 


Name . 
Street . 
City_ 


_ State. 


-.Zip- 


NEED NEW ID?... CREDIT?! 

START LIFE OVER! HERE'S HOW: 


* Create new name, change age 

* Cover negative records 

* Get diplomas, degrees 

* Find better-paying jobs 

* Change citizenship 

* Disappear perfectly — 
Reappear undetected 

* Return from “exile" 

* Secrets of fingerprinting 

* Create new Identity with Govt - 
Issued ID: Blrfh certificates, 
SSN t Drivers licenses, 
Passports, State ID 

* PLUS much, much more In 


* Get “AAA"credltln30days, even 
it: New In area , Divorced, 
Bankrupt , or Have No Credit 

* Loans up to $3,000 — with no 
questions asked 

* Clear present bad credit 

* Gef all kinds of credit cards 

* Beat debts without bankruptcy 

* Increasing credit limits 

* Your rights under all the recent 
“Credit Acts" 

* Inside credit bureaus 

* Clever credit maneuvers 

* Inside “pro" secrets in 


THE PAPER TRIP 1 

Don’t 
Miss: 


$12.95 □ 


CREDIT! $7.95 □ 

t) “100 Ways to Disappear and Live Free” $2.00 □ 
: f “How to Bear the Bill Collector” $5.00 □ 

SPECIAL OFFER—ALL FOUR BOOKS.only $19.95D 


Your 


Total amount of items checked 
Calif, residents add 6% Sales Tax: 
(Regular Postage and shipping 
Choice I First Class mailing 

TOTAL OF ORDER 



$ 

□ 

2.00 

n 

5.00 

s 

. 


Enclosed is my □ cash, □ check, □ money order for total ordered. 
Please send to: 

NAME_ 


I 

ADDRESS_ I 

1AL CITY-STATE-ZIP_ . 

MaH t0 . EDEN PRESS • P.O. Box 8410-SF* Fountain Valley, CA 92708 | 

| All orders paid by check are held 2-3 weeks for bank clearing | 
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Assault Rifle Case (left) black or 
camoflauge. Constructed of nylon. Keep 
your weapons system ready to go. 
Available for all assault rifles. They will 
carry; Rifle, five 30 round magazines, 
scope, suppressor, bi-pod, hand gun & 
more. Military quality - fully padded in* 
side. All enclosures are velcro or zip- 
pered. Comes complete with padded 
adjustable shoulder sling & carrying 
handle. $50. plus $2.50 

postage/handling 


Shoulder Holster (below) black balistic 
nylon weighs less than V 2 lb. adjustable 
nylon strap & velcro straps for securing 
weapon. Highest quality nylon holster 
on the market. Fits all 45 s & most 
medium & large frame automatics. S28. 
plus $2.50 postage/handling 


Assault Bags (black or camoflauge) Constructed of nylon. Two sizes: Flight 
Bag (above left) (14L x 11H x 9W) One large main compartment and one 
large outside zippered compartment $36. plus $2.50 postage/handling 
Assault Gear Bag (above right) (22L x 10H x 12W) Large bag with inside 
zippered compartment. Will hold complete “Alice Gear’'. $36. plus $2.50 

postage/handfing 

Both bags have heavy-duty reinforced wrap around nylon webbed handles. 
Included: Detachable, adjustable, padded, nylon webbed shoulder strap. 


Current issue 30 round M-16 mags (new) S6.00 each 
M-16 suppressor dummy for the collector to complete his weapons system. 
Exact duplicate weight & size. Does not quiet weapon, but looks like 
original sionics. $48. plus $2.50 postage/handling 

All items in stock for immediate delivery. Master Charge, Visa or C.O.D. 
Personal checks allow 3 weeks for delivery. Phone or write for FREE 
complete list of special items too numberous to list. Tons of parts & equip¬ 
ment available. Send you order to: 

Assault Systems P.0. Box 20615 St. Louis, MO 63139 
or call: (314) 351-4454 Dealer Inquiries Invited 


CGMMAIMDG ™ Indestructable Nylon Band with Exclusive 
WATCH BAND Crystal Cover Strap! 

‘Protects your Watch* 

'Conceals Nighttime Glow* 

Heavy-Duty, Resin Treated Type 8 Mil-Spec 
Web, 1-23/32”. Sewn with nylon thread. 
Nearly indestructable and will not rot. Hook- 
n-Loop closures secure the cover and our 
unique double-locking wrist band. Will not 
come off even under stress. Washable. 
Measure wrist to nearest 1/4” and specify 

color. Olive, Black, Sage Green, Navy. 

Order now, only $5.50, postpaid. 


BRIGADE’S KNIFE POUCH 

A Tiffing accessory for most pocket knives Made of the same 
material v as our Commando Watnhband. Regular size fits most 
pocket knives and all width belts. Hook-n-Loop protective flap 
keeps knife safe and ready when you need it. Same color choices. 

PCH-ST, only $3.95 

PCH-XL, Extra Large size for Buck size knives and Champion. 
Specify type. Olive, Black or Tan. Just $4.95 

NYLON PARAPACK COMMANDO WALLET 

Made to our specifications. Rugged Parapack or Cordura Nylon 
Cloth. Durable, Water repellent finish. Rugged, 5 pocket wallet, 
stows I.D., Credit Cards and Money. Velcro® strip keeps wallet 
securely closed. Rof resistant, floatable, washable, form fitting and 
mighty comfortable. Now available in Olive, Black, Red, Brown, 
Blue and Camouflage. Now $8.25 postpaid 





Order these action products by sending your check or money order to: 


Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. 

P.O. Box 476, Marietta, GA 30061 
Phone Orders: (404) 428-1234 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 


it safer for airships. Satellite weather pic¬ 
tures provide accurate weather data 
almost instantly, and highly reliable 
communications systems combined 
with navigation improvements make 
lighter-than-air craft safer to use. What 
remains is for some organization to in¬ 
vest the money required for research 
and development. 

Nick Nicolary thinks that airships can 
outperform conventional aircraft in 
many ways: “Look at what you have to 
do to put a million pounds of payload 
into a 747,” he explains. “You have to 
break it down into packages small 
enough to fit inside. With an airship — it 
would take a very big one, but there’s 
no doubt it could be built — you don’t 
have that problem. You could carry an 
entire factory in one piece — just sling it 
below, the way we’ve been doing with 
helicopters.” 

A transcontinental crossing could be 
made in about 24 hours, he explains, 
which is more than the 4Y2 or five hours 
that a 747 would take, but much less 
than a train or truck. And much more 
efficient, because there would be less 
loading and unloading time, while fuel 
consumption would be about V 2 or V 3 
the amount consumed by a jet. 

The Coast Guard is interested in the 
lighter-than-air concept. Adm. Alfred 
Manning, commander of the 11th 
Coast Guard District and formerly in¬ 
volved with the Coast Guard’s Wash¬ 
ington, D.C.-based research-and-de- 
velopment activity, says airships could 
be used to patrol the country’s sea fron¬ 
tiers out to the 200-mile limits. “We 
could put them 100 miles out to sea, 
equip them with radar and have them 
sit out there for days at a time, keeping 
track of everything going on over a vast 
area of ocean. It would take very little 
fuel.” The Coast Guard has spent over 
$200,000 in research-and-develop- 
ment funds on feasibility studies for air¬ 
ship operations. 

“That’s a step in the right direc¬ 
tion,” says Nicolary. “But let’s face it — 
you can’t develop an industry for a few 
hundred thousand dollars’ worth of 
R&D. It took hundreds of millions to 
develop the Boeing 747. We haven’t 
had any significant airship research in 
nearly 50 years, and in that time we’ve 
discovered all kinds of new ways to 
fabricate aircraft. It’s going to take a ma¬ 
jor investment, maybe half a billion 
dollars, to get airship technology to 
where we can start building huge air 
freighters and have them operate at a 
profit. Somebody or some company is 
going to have to be willing to front that 
kind of money, or nothing is going to 
happen. I think as the price of fuel con¬ 
tinues to go up, you’ll see it start to hap¬ 
pen, Airships could cross the Atlantic, 
the Pacific — any ocean — carrying the 
kinds of cargoes that sea-going vessels 
now carry, but more quickly and more 
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efficiently. There could be a tremen¬ 
dous rebirth of lighter-than-air, but 
somebody’s got to put up real money 
first.” he says. 

One agency that has put up some 
money is the U.S. Forest Service. They 
plan to spend $10 million over the next 
three years to demonstrate a hybrid air¬ 
ship called the Heli-stat. The first one is 
an off-the-shelf assembly of surplus, 
somewhat antiquated components: 
four Sikorsky H-34 helicopters and a 
Navy ZPG-3 gasbag. The bag, originally 
built by Goodyear, is 240 feet long and 
will lift 15 tons, which is almost what the 
four H-34s and the rigid airframe 
assembly that links them together, plus 
a crew of five, will weigh. 

“The Heli-stat will take off with about 
95 percent of its weight supported by 
helium,” explains George M Leonard, 
who oversees the project for the Forest 
Service. Other government agencies in¬ 
volved are the Department of Transpor¬ 
tation (the Coast Guard is intensely in¬ 
terested), the Navy (which supplied the 
old blimp and the helicopters), and the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 

The Forest Service is in charge of the 
project, which is aimed at demonstrat¬ 
ing the feasibility of such a hybrid. “One 
of the big problems facing the forest in¬ 
dustries today is increasing the lumber 
yield without adverse effects on the en¬ 
vironment,” explains Leonard. “Most of 
the existing timberland is being 
harvested at capacity. To get into 
remote areas means building logging 
roads. They average around $50,000 
to $60,000 a mile, and they damage 
the watershed and wildlife. 

“Loggers work some of these areas 
now, but using conventional helicopters 
means a practical range of about one- 
mile radius from the staging area. That 
calculates to 3,300 acres. We think the 
Heli-stat will give us an effective range 
of five miles, which would open up 
43.000 acres to lumbering,” says 
Leonard. 

The Heli-stat is being built at Lake- 
hurst Naval Air Station in New Jersey, 
the site of the 1937 “Hindenburg” 
disaster. The Piaseki Aviation Co., of 
Philadelphia, is building the craft. The 
Heli-stat will be flown from the left rear 
H-34 by a single pilot, but flight 
engineers will be stationed in each of the 
four helicopters. All controls will be link¬ 
ed to the pilot’s location, with the flight 
engineers standing by to take over if a 
problem develops. The Heli-stat will lift 
25 tons of payload. 

“We don’t envision it coming in much 
lower than 150 to 200 feet when it’s be¬ 
ing used for logging. We’ll use a steel 
cable and a self-actuating hook to sling¬ 
load the lumber out. We think the con¬ 
cept is sound, and it will greatly reduce 
the amount of fuel needed, because 
when the ship is in ferry mode, return¬ 
ing empty, it will not have to keep a 
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ANNOUNCING THE ALL NEW 

22 AUTO NINE 


.22LR High velocity 


.22 AUTO NINE 



Light Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking Indicator 
Pushbutton Safety 
Superb Balance & Pointing 
9 Oz. Loaded (8 Vi oz, empty) 

Smaller Than Colt Jr. .25 Auto 
Hard Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Support Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 


FTL MARKETING CORP. 

12521-3 OXNARD STREET 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD. CA. 91608 


NUNCHAKU 

Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 



Many times more effective than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo¬ 
tion afforded by flexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness with ultimate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finished in clear 
laquer to show off their fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from 1V4” to 1” at 
connecting end. 12” lengths are most popular 
and give a little extra speed. 14” gives a bit 
more power and reach. 


Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 


OCTAGON Chain Style 

NO. 114 - 14 IN.. 15 OZ.. Black 
NO. 115- 12 IN.. 14 OZ.. Black 


Each 

$8.95 


NO. 102 - 14 IN.. 17 OZ.. Rosewood 
NO. 103 - 12 IN., 16 OZ.. Rosewood 


$11.95 



ROUND Chain Style Each 



NO. 120- 14 IN.. 15 02 . Black 
NO. 113-12 IN.. 14 02 . Black 


$8.95 


atvle - No knots Showing > 


OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style 

NO. 106 - 14 IN.. 12 OZ.. No finish 
NO, 107 - 12 IN.. 11 OZ.. No finish 


Each 

$4.95 


Martial arts throwing knife. 
Throw like dart. 200 is 4” 
& 201 is 2-5/8” Both are 
1/16” thick & nickel plat¬ 
ed. Pro model 226 is 1/8” 
thick, 3Vi' & sharpened. 
High grade steel. 



Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2 95 

Black vinyl, zippered case fits all nunchaku. 


Book - NUNCHAKU & SAI No. 9090 - $7.95 

By Ryusho Sakagami. Complete nunchaku train¬ 
ing manual. Extra clear multiple photo tech¬ 
nique shows how to use this amazing weapon. 


BANKAMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE 

Accepted for orders over S20. Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
coliect calls. MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment Personal 
checks are held for clearance 


SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

DOLAN S SPORTS 

Dept. SF, 26 Hwy 547 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727 


ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under SI 0—75c 

SI 0 to $20_Sl.00 

Over $20-$1.50 
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U.S. CAVALRY STORE me. 

1375 North Wilson Road 
Radcliff, Kentucky 40160 
Call (502) 351-1164 
WORLD WIDE CATALOG SALES 
POSTPAID to U.S./APO / FPO 


GENUINE U.S. ARMY 
LENSATIC COMPASS 
(FSB6605-151-5337). 

New First quality 
With pouch and 26" lanyard 

#07-1308 

Lensatic Compass $39.75 






DEFILADE FIELD MAP CASE. 

Tri-fold map case Gripper strip 
closure protects maps from ele¬ 
ments 

lightweight 10" x 12" open. 

10" x 5" closed 
#07-1143 Camouflage outer 
#07-1144 Olive drab outer $11.75 


MILITARY WATCH. 

New government issue 
olive drab nylon band, 
Made by Hamilton 
17 jewel. Quality 
watch can be 
repaired. 

f Stainless steel back 

#05-1220 $59.75 


SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT STOVE. Small, 
lightweight, portable Contains stove base, wind clip, 
drinking cup. cooking pan, spoon/handle, solid 
fuel packet 

#13-1079 Special Forces^ 

Combat Stove 



$12.75 

Send $2.00 fora FULL COLOR 


ibooo] 


SURVIVAL/RESCUE 
TDOL. 

Unique handle allows use 
of hands while holding 
the tool Uses include 
axe. chisel, saw. wire 
stripper plane, wedge, 
kmve. bone saw. glass cutter Stainless steel with 
nylon cord and leather sheath 
#05-1137 Survival/Rescue Tool $39.75 



14 

PS 

H 

era 

§ 

i 

B 

cm 
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18" STEEL MACHETE Made of sturdy steel 
Durable Dlack plastic handle Genuine U S military 
item 

#07-1239 18" Steel Machete * 9 - 75 

4-BLADE POCKET KNIFE. Genuine issue 
USMC and U S Army Stainless steel Contains 
blade bottle opener can opener hole punch Per¬ 
fect for the single knife scabbard 
#07-1237 4-Blade Pocket Knife $8.50 

U.S. ARMY SURVIVAL KNIFE. Genuine 
issue Rugged carbon steel blade with sereated 
back edge for sawing Hammer-end handle Lea¬ 
ther scabbard and sharpening stone included 
#07-1234 U S Army Survival Knife $19.75 

MARINE CORPS SURVIVAL KNIFE. 

Genuine issue Carbon steel blade 12" full length 
Comes complete with leather scabbard Brand new 
#05-1061 U S M C Survival Knife $19.75 

164 PAGE CATALOG! 


\ 


CELESTRON GIANT 
11 x 80 BINOCULARS 



As evaluated in SOF 
December, 1979, p. 61 

PRICE: $349.00 ppd. 
complete with case, lens covers, 
straps and tri-pod adaptor — 
(Other fine binoculars available - 
see our Catalog) 

Weight: 5 lb. 


K - 88 FOREWARD RECON 
SCOPE 



As evaluated in SOF 
October, 1979, p. 52 
PRICE: $345.00 ppd. 

complete with mini-pod, case, 
erecting prism and 46x eyepiece - 
(Other eyepieces and photo 
accessories available — see our 
Catalog). 

Weight: 41b. 


SEND $2 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
Cash, Money Order, Certified Check ONLY, or Master Charge 
or Visa number (and expiration date) to: 

RMS, Inc. 

P.O. Box 4489, Dept. SOF 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
Phone (303) 442-6805 


heavy load in the sky. We’ll need to 
study the logistics of support for this, 
because it will need an open area about 
600 feet in diameter to land and take 
off. But we think this will not be a prob¬ 
lem,” says Leonard. 

The Heli-stat’s three-year testing 
period is intended to demonstrate the 
practical application of the concept. “To 
build just one, as we are, it’s cheeper to 
use old gasbags and helicopters. But if 
you wanted to start producing these on 
a large scale, it would be cheaper to 
develop an engine/transmission/rotor 
module specifically for the aircraft. 
Goodyear Aerospace is very interested 
in this and is working on design con¬ 
cepts now,” says Leonard. 

“There are many possible applica¬ 
tions for a hybrid,” explains Leonard. 
“For example, we now take powerline 
suspension towers, in as many as six 
sections, into remote sites by helicopter. 
Taking it in completely assembled 
would not only save fuel, but also 
shorten and simplify crew support while 
it’s being assembled. A machine like a 
Heli-stat could be used to take a factory- 
assembled house, for example, and 
move it hundreds of miles to a waiting 
foundation 

“But we’re concentrating on the log¬ 
ging application because these ma¬ 
chines will be expensive to build, and 
since logging goes on almost all year, 
we think that might make it profitable 
for companies to buy them — if they 
can keep them busy,” adds Leonard. 
The Forest Service thinks that there 



THE PARALYZER STOPS 


Muggers, Molesters 
and Rapists ... 

YOU CANNOT PURCHASE A SAFER 
STRONGER, MORE EFFECTIVE TEAR 
GASOR CHEMICAL DEVICE. 

• The "PARALYZER" has 
been editorialized on 
NBC, CBS and ABC 
television, in national 
newspapers and maga¬ 
zines, as a precision 
protective Instrument 
that will instantly stop 
even a 300 lb. man up to 
twenty minutes. No 
permanent injury to 
assailant. Has twice 
the strength of competitive 
devices; will not clog. 


• Fits in pocket or 
purse. 

# Fires 50, one-second 
blasts up to a distance 
of 8 feet. 

GET YOUR "PARALYZER" 
Send 55.95 plus $.65 
postage. Our “SPECIAL 
OFFER” three for $16.00. 
We pay shipping. 

Check or Money Order. 


TO: PATCO ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 5006 — DEPT. SF 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45205 
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may be a worldwide market for as many 
as 1,000 Heli-stat-type craft. Good¬ 
year’s designs are based on payloads of 
up to 100 tons — giant airships that 
could be used by the military or as 
freighters of the sky. 

There is more interest in lighter-than- 
air now than there has been in nearly 40 
years. The chances, say airship advo¬ 
cates, are that the soaring cost of fuel 
and increasing concern about the envir¬ 
onment will encourage a marriage be¬ 
tween the 19th-century invention and 
current aerospace technology. One day 
soon, they feel, a giant shadow will fall 
upon an upturned face, and it “won’t” 
be the Goodyear blimp, but one of the 
other guys. 

—Marv Wolf 



THE “COLUMBIA”: 
PHYSICAL DETAILS 

Length; 192.1 feet 
Width: 50 feet 

Height: 59.5 feet from landing 
wheel to top of upper fin 
Lifting Gas: 202,700 cubic feet of 
helium 

Passenger Capacity: 6 persons in 
addition to the pilot 
Power: Twin 210 hp., fuel-injected 
six-cylinder, pusher-type engines 
Cruising Speed: 35 mph. 
Maximum Speed: 50 mph. 

Range: 20 hours 

Altitude: 1,000 to 3,000 feet nor¬ 
mal; 10,000 feet maximum 

Envelope or Bag: 2,400 square 
yards of two-ply rubber-coated 
polyester fabric 

* 




MILITARY GRAPHICS 

DEPT, 3 - BOX 228 
DUNKIRK, MARYLAND 

20754 _ 


t 


WORLDS LARGEST SELECTION OF MILITARY ; 

INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 

FOR LARGF.R SEL ECTION SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG ‘ 
CHECK-MONEY ORDER-MASTER CHARGE-VISA ; 
PHONE (301) 741-5216 


..** RING NECK—T-SHIRTS $8.50 SWEATSHIRTS $10.50 T-SHIRTS S7.50 


Style Bodv Color/Trim 


A'. 

B. 

c. 

1 ). 

F.. 

F. 


Lt. Green—Drk. Green 
White-—Drk, Green 
White—Blue 
Tan—Brown 
Lt. Blue—Drk. Blue 
Grav—Black 


Colors Available 
White, Blue. Green, 
Gold, Gray, Scarlet 


Colors Available 
White. Blue. Tan, 
Cold. Green. Scarlet 


♦Orders outside the U.S. K: Canada, add 20 r >f to prices for Air-Mail Delivery* 

* Delivery WUhin 4 Weeks* 

♦Credit Card Orders—Include all Numbers on Card* 


Specif\ Shirt I vpe • Color * Stsle • Insignia No. • Shirt Sizes. Small — Medium—Large.—X-I.arge 


vj: 

i. 

D.S. Special Forces 

18. 

British Parachute Regt. 

.31. 

Devils Brigade—Airborne 



2. 

U.S. Marine (airps Insignia 

17. 

British Rovalc Marines 

32. 

10th .Special Forces Croup 

7 


3. 

British Gimmandn 

18. 

Waffen SS Runes 

33. 

Luftwaffe F.aglc 


* 

4 . 

U.S. Master Airborne Wings 

19. 

SS Deaths Head 

34. 

Rhodesian African Rifles 

7 

>’v 

5. 

ll.S. Senior Airltornc Wings 

20. 

Scottish-Blackv.atch 

.35. 

Lovat Scouts—Scottish 

v 


6. 

U.S. Novice Airborne Wings 

21. 

Viet-Nam—Airborne Wings 

36. 

Grenadier Guards—British 

* 

:>>: 

7. 

U.S. 101st Airborne 

22. 

U.S.M.C. Drill Instructor 

37. 

Roval Scots Cress—Scottish 

*•3 


8. 

U.S. 82nd Airborne 

23. 

5th Special Forces Group 

38. 

Scottish Rifles 


>*•:* 

9. 

U.S. Marine Corps Recon Wings 

24 . 

101 st Air Assault 

39. 

Irish Guards—British 

X 


in. 

Rhodesian Airborne Wings 

25. 

Explosive Ordinance Disposal 

40. 

Fallschirm-Jager—Germans 


>* v 

II. 

U.S, Navy S.F..A.L. Insignia 

26. 

U.S. Army Ranger Insignia 

41. 

I..R.R.P.—Airborne 

y 


12. 

Rhodesian .Security Force 

27. 

Special Forces—Special Operations 

42. 

1st Cav,—Airmobile 


*7** 

13. 

British Special Air Service 

28. 

British—Long Range De.srrt Group 

43. 

Wild Geese—Airborne 

y 

;*v. 

14, 

French Foreign Legion 

29. 

Rhodesian .Selous Scouts 

44. 

Royal Scots Fusiliers 


1 # *• 

i i. 

French Gtmmando 

30. 

Special Forces—Mike Force 

45. 

R.A.F.—Pilots Wings 

y 


AWARD CERTIFICATES *8 x 

11 in 

Color* *Space for Name/Rank/Dates* 

*$8.00 each 3 for SI5.00* 

y 



C-l U.S.M.C.—Force Reton 


C-l 6 U.S. Marine Corps—Rifle Kxpert 

❖: 



G-2 ll.S. Special Forces 


C-l7 ll.S. Marine Corps—Pistnl Expert 

**.. 



C-3 U.S. Nsivv S.E.A.I.. 


C-18 U.S. Army—H.A 

■ I..O. 


Iv 


C-4 II.S. Airborne—Master 

C-5 U.S. Arms Ranger 

C-6 Special Forces—Jungle Kxpert 

C-7 Special Forces—.Guerrilla Warfare 

C-8 Special Forces—Weapons Expert 

C-9 Rhodesian Securtts Force 

C-lfl U.S. Marine Corps—Wrap. Kx|>ert 

C-Il U.S. Airborne—Senior 

C-l 2 Special Forces—Demolition Kxpert 

C-13 Rhodesian—Parachute Regt. 

C-14 U.S. N’avv S.E.A.L.—Wrap. Expert 
C-15 5th Special Forces Croup 


C-I9 U.S. Amiv—Rifle Expert 

C-20 U.S. Arms—Pistol Expert 

C.-21 l .S. Arms—Automatic Weapons Expert 

C-22 U.S.M.C.—Automatic Weapons Expert 

C-23 U.S. Nan S.E.A.L.—Demolitions Expert 

C-24 U.S. A rim Ranger—Mountain Warfare Expert 

G-25 U.S. Army Ranger—Jungle Warfare Expert 

C-26 U.S. Arms—Long Range Reconnaissance Platoon 

C.-27 U.S. Armv—Airborne Path Kinder 

C-2fi U.S. Armv—Hand to Hand Gun bat Instructor 

(.-29 U.S. Armv—Heavy Weapons Expert 

(.-30 U.S.M.C.—Heavy Wcajtons Expert 



Notice the big barrel on this carbine. 
Forty-five caliber to be exact, a size 
considered ideal for sheer stopping 
power. Or blowing a can away. 

As a sporting rifle, the CA Mark 45 
semi-automatic carbine makes a lot 
of sense. It's light handling, fires 
with great accuracy, little recoil 
and little noise. But without 
the danger 


of long range ammo. For plinking, 
it's a blast. 

The Mark 45 was engineered with 
military practicality for toughness 
and reliability at low cost So its 
appearance is somewhat 
formidable, an advantageous 
deterrent if you also need a gun for 
protection. A show of force can be 
stopping power worth having. 

Write for free brochure SF with 
details on 45 cal. or 9mm 
models, grips, cases, clips, 
sights and slings. 
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TECH SEC 





MICRO TAPE RECORDER 


Ultra-small, 4.75" x 2.125” x .625", yet capable of three hour-per-side 
recording time. Exceptional fidelity. Best for its size. Very simple to 
operate. Record volume is automatically level controlled. Will pick-up a 
whisper. Excellent choice for conversations, interviews, conferences, or 
notes. Supplied with playback headphone, tape, and batteries. Available 
with self-contained VOX. 


PORTABLE TELEPHONE SCRAMBLER 




This handy speech frequency inverter has been designed to use with 
all types of telephones. It will allow private communications between a pair 
or more of users. No wiring, nothing to plug in. Powered by simple 9VDC 
battery. Portable, take it anywhere, 11” x 3.5" x 4.5". Twenty-five separate 
codes are switch-selectable for added security. 


yv. 






TRANSMITTOR/RECORDER DETECTOR 


Compact and lightweight. A full range of detectors are available to 
alert the presence of concealed radio transmitters or tape recorders. 
Pictured, the POCKET XMTR/RECORDER DETECTOR. Smaller than,a 
cigarette pack. This detector offers exceptional sensitivity and features a 
vibrator type silent alert. Rechargeable battery, discrete antenna probe 
and comprehensive instructions supplied. 


MARK II VOICE ANALYZER 


\/C 


The Mark II Voice Stress Analyzer electronically processes speech 
from any source: live, recorded or telephoned. The voice is electronically 
analyzed, and a numerical value, representing the emotional stress level, 
is instantaneously displayed and/or recorded on a paper graph. The 
Mark II features a real-time conversation analyzer, helpful when 
processing interviews and negotiations. 110/220VAC, 50/60HZ. 




■\/" 


SPECTRUM ANALYZER 


When threat of bugging must be neutralized, and when the enemy 
possesses a certain sophistication, a portable spectrum analyzer is most 
useful. With a frequency range of .4-1000MHZ, and AM/FM demodulator- 
audio amplifier, you can identify, even locate the source of, RF trans¬ 
missions present. Supplied in a rugged carrying case, with antenna, 
rechargeable battery and comprehensive instructions. 


WATER-JEL FIRE BLANKET 




The most effective fire protection device ever devised. Fire escape, 
fire entry, extinguishing, proximity, and pre-medical first aid burn 
treatment. Not the run-of-the-mill fire blanket. Will withstand flame and 
temperatures in excess of 2700F. F.D.A. accepted. Being adopted world¬ 
wide. Available in two sizes: large, with 5’ x 8’ blanket: or small, with 2.5’ x 3’ 
blanket. Easy to store and deploy. Water Jel provides multi-purpose, 
Jire life-safety functions. 


( ^SCIENCE OF ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 

This book is a complete state-of-the-art review 
of all known audio surveillance techniques. 


METAL DETECTOR 1 

Portable, sensitive, in use around the world. 
All-purpose, handheld. Ideal for body searches. 


HAND SHOCKER 

Excellent for personal defense, this pocket- 
sized unit produces a non-lethal shock 


REARSCOPE 

Top quality eyeglasses, with concealed, adjust¬ 
able mirrors, permit you to see behind yourself 


"A complete catalog of TECHNICAL SECURITY hardware is available for ten dollars per copy, 
refundable with future purchase, m jmje *—^ jmg/ggm 

Dealer inquiries invited Most items shipped from stock 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 

it HOLMES STREET • BOX 128 • BELLEVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07109 PHONE 201/761-0001 • TLX 642073 • LEABLVL • CABLE: LEA. 




SAS 

Continued from page 68 


By 1958 the CTs had been in retreat for 
years, and the SAS learned that many of 
the hardcore remnants were camped in a 
large swamp. That year, the SAS decided 
it was time to go after this group and sent 
a squadron — slightly more than 100 men 

— after theim Soon found by the SAS 
and Iban trackers, the CT hideouts were 
burned and most of the leaders killed. 

By the summer of 1958 the situation 
was well in hand, and the SAS squadrons 
in Malaya were redeployed or rotated 
back to the United Kingdom. Although 
the maximum SAS commitment to Ma¬ 
laya had been only five squadrons of 112 
men each, it had a great impact. Besides 
killing lots of terrorists, the SAS set an 
example for other Commonwealth troops, 
who now realized it was possible to stay in 
the jungle for extended patrols. And ex¬ 
amples of SAS mental toughness — like 
troopers who marched their feet almost to 
the bone rather than drop put of a patrol 

— gave other units a standard to strive 
for. 

SAS jungle patrols were also much 
more productive than they might Appear 
sometimes when judged by the number of 
enemy dead. Far more important was the 
psychological shock to the enemy — he 
wouldn’t feel safe no matter how deep in 
the jungle he hid. Once the CTs lqst their 
safe refuge they went from-the offensive 
onto the defensive. These patrols also ac¬ 
counted for hundreds of dead CTs who 
were driven into ambushes set by the 
Ghurkas or other crack British regiments. 

Finally, the SAS established precepts 
which became accepted doctrine in 
counter-terrorist or guerrilla warfare. The 
U.S. Special Forces’ concentration on 
learning indigenous languages and giving 
medical treatment to local populations 
resulted from SAS experience in Malaya. 

Other techniques developed by the SAS 
while in Malaya included parachuting 
directly into the trees in heavily forested 
country rather than looking for a clearing. 
Each parachutist was equipped with a 
100-foot coil of rope which he could then 
use to climb down. Malaya experienced 
the first major use of the SAS after World 
War II and .the first of the communist 
guerrilla wars. There, the SAS proved that 
its emphasis on intelligence, mental and 
physical toughness and realistic training 
was justified, and that units like it or the 
U.S. Special Forces were a necessity in 
dealing with communist guerrillas. 


* 



THE COLT .45 AUTO PISTOL . SB.30 

AR-15, M-16AN0 M-16A (5.56mm Rifles) SB.70 

INGRAM MAC-10 55,50: Ml CARBINE $8.75 

The most comprehensive, best illustrated manuals for the use, 
maintenance and repair of these effective weapons. 

Money order or credit card only* in store or by mail* catafog SI .00 
SURVIVAL BOOKS (213)763-0804 

Dopt. S0F • 11106 Magnolia Bivd • North Hollywood. CA 91601 
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$100.00 IH-123 

A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL 



THE 
SOLDIER’S 
HANDBOOK 


PREPARED BYLT. COL. ANTHONY B. HERBERT, (Ret.) 

"Americas Most Decorated Soldier" 


WARNING! 
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SOON TO BE A MOVIE. SOLDIER 

Over 1 Million Copies Sold 


TWO BOOKS 

4 BY K 

~ AMERICA’S V 
SUPER SOLDIER 


“If you are a survivor 
of an airplane crash, I 
would hope that you 
would have The Sol¬ 
dier's Handbook in 
your survival kit. If 
you don’t plan to sur¬ 
vive, take a martini!” 

Wally Schirra 

10 April 1980 


THE SOLDIERS HANDBOOK 


$100.00 


THIS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EX¬ 
TRAORDINARY TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOW TO 
FIGHT, PROTECT YOURSELF AND KILL! HOW TO 
BLOW UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! AND 
SURVIVE. THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COUR¬ 
AGE AND DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES 
WHICH CAN BE LEARNED. THE REMAINDER OF THE 
TEXT IS DEVOTED TO TIPS AND TECHNIQUES WHICH 
DO AWAY WITH LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME 
CONSUMING TRAINING. IT REDUCES HAND TO HAND 
COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF HOW TO 
KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS IN WAYS 
WHICH CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS; HOW TO 
FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE FIRST TIME YOU PICK 
ONE UP, CORRECTLY, SIMPLY AND EFFECTIVELY! 
HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT EXPLO¬ 
SIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY 
ITEMS; HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILD¬ 
INGS, OFFICES, SAFES, FILE CABINETS, DESKS AND 
VEHICIES; PROFESSIONAL METHODS OF ASSASSINA¬ 
TION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR EQUIP¬ 
MENT OR PRACTICE; TIPS ON SURVIVAL IN JUNGLES, 
THE ARCTIC, ON THE DESERT. AND IN BARROOMS, 

OR ON THE STREETS; THE BASIC KNOTS AND ROPE 
TRICKS WHICH PERMIT YOU TO DO ALMOST ANY¬ 
THING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING IT FOR 
DINNER; HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS 
AND SILENCERS; EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COM¬ 
BAT FIRST AID; PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIF¬ 
FERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES, ESTABLISHMENT 
OF CLANDESTINE BASES, COUNTER-AMBUSH TECH¬ 
NIQUES, SEARCH, HANDLING OF POWS: AND MORE! 
—BY AMERICA’S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE 
SOLDIER—TONY HERBERT. AND IT FITS INTO YOUR 
FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET—ALL 200 PLUS PAGES. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAIL¬ 
ABLE. 

SOME WILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METH¬ 
ODS AND TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED HAVE BEEN 
PASSED ON THROUGH THE OFFICES OF THE CIA, 
DIA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION HEAD¬ 
QUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME 
CAN ONLY ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPA¬ 
BILITIES AS WELL AS AID YOU IN PROTECTING 
AGAINST THEM. 

Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to obtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLDIER HANDBOOK by Anthony 
B. Herbert, Lt. Col. Ret., at a price of $100.00 per copy. Each 
book is numbered and will be individually autographed by the 
author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order in which 
filled out coupons, accompanied by checks, are received. 


J T ,J 

$2.95 


ANTHONY B. 
HERBERT 

v ixcouni’T. 

r WITH JAMliS T. 

WOOTEN 


WARNING: 

THIS BESTSELLER 
IS POWERFUL, 
EXPLOSIVE— 

AND TRUE! 

"Adventure and 
excitement 
enough for a 
dozen novels!" 

—tOS ANGELES TIMES 




’Americas 
Most Decorated 
Soldier 


SOLDIER 

by Anthony B. Herbert, Lt. Col. (Ret) 

Paperback - No. 1 IPB . $2.95 

SOLDIER Poster No. 77P . ..$2.50 

20" x 28" color poster — replica of book cover 

Only nine men in history have won the Osminieh (Turkey's 
Medal of Honor) — Eight Turkish soldiers and America’s Tony 
Herbert — only one of his many unique accomplishments. 

“THE SOLDIERS HANDBOOK" 

Limited Edition 

$ 100.00 

Only 50,000 Copies 
Will Be Sold 


own a genuine collectors item. 


Quantity 

Item 

Price ea. 

Amount 


Soldiers Handbook 

$100.00 



Soldier Poster 

$ 2.50 



Sofdiei Paperback 

$ 2.95 


Total Amount 
Shpg. & Hdlg. 
Total of above 





Satisfaction guaranteed or 
return book within 10 days 
and we will refund your 
money. 
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Your copy will be sent 
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FEDCORP EXPERT PICK 
SET 



$35.00 


Fedcorps "picks are hand¬ 
crafted by expert machinists 
in our own machine shops 
and made of the highest 
quality blue clock spring 
steel, Another Fedcorp ex¬ 
clusive is our solid machined 
interchangeable handle, that 
holds the pick securely and 
comfortably. The expert set 
is an excellent choice for 
general locksmithing or the 
progressive student. 


FEDCORP 

TUBULAR PICK 
$29.95 



This hand crafted precision pick is milled 
from heat treated steel. Precision con¬ 
struction allows fast and easy picking of 
tubular locks with center spacing. Comes 
with complete instructions. 


FEDCORP PROFESSIONAL 


FEDCORP VIBRATOR PICK 


PICK SET 



$45.00 





r'oi> fl 


Complete with Carrying Case 
s 175.o° 


The Fedcorp professional Pick Set is for the master 
locksmith who desires an extensive assortment of 
Picks and Tools and features Fedcorps exclusive 
machined aluminum pick handle to hold securely 
and comfortably 


At last a percision machined Vibrator Pick 
that works. Made of the highest quality 
aircraft aluminum, comes with assorted 
picks and the Federal adjustable tension 
wrench. 


FEDCORP SAFE 
MANIPULATION 
COURSE 


LOCKSMITH I.D. 


$250.00 


SAFE 

MANIPULATION 
COURSE 


S'?*}? 

I C 
->a 




Actually hear contact points 
clearly with Federal’s new 
manipulation amplifier ! Kit 
comes complete with (1) am¬ 
plifier unit,(2) magnetic contact 
microphone, (3) dual high 
impedance headphones and 
external amplifier jacks. Federal 
combination lock,change key 
mounting hardware, book on 
safe manipulation. 



Two-Color Lock¬ 
smith I.D. in leather 
case with badge. 
Includes Heat lami¬ 
nation and prepara¬ 
tion of card with 
color picture. 

I.D. Case & Badge 
S29.95 

I D. Only S9.95 


GENERAL MOTORS 
PICKS - ALL YEARS 


$45.00 



MASTER KEYS FOR ALL CARS 
$85.00 


ALL YEARS 
AVAILABLE 


Fedcorp GM Master 
keys opens all years 
from ‘67-'81 with 95% 
success ratio 



CAR OPENING TOOLS 


$9.95 ea. 


Actually picks GM locks! Picks work on all GM cars 
from 1935 to 1980 & 1981 and can be used year after 
year no need to update. Will open both door, trunk 
and ignition locks. Complete set of 13 picks in a 
leatherette case. Comes complete with operating 
instructions. (Note: Picking skill required as with all 
locks picks). Lifetime quarantee. 


Here's the money maker you've been waiting for, 
This precision ground spring steel tool will open 
95% ot all cars in less than 10 seconds. 


Order 

Your 

Giant 

Catalog 

Complete Line 
of Products 


$5 


PPRECSION 

Locksmith Tools 


LOCKSMITH 

SUPPLY 

CATALOG 


PRECISION LOCKSMITH TOOLS 

Jam Packed with the latest Locksmith 
Tools, Electronic Picks, Complete Line 
of Pick Set, Closed Circuit T.V. Systems, 
Truck Decals and I.D.'s for the Progressive 
Locksmith. Write for free Catalog. 
FEDCORP, P.O. BOX 1767, ROCKPORT, 
TEXAS 78382 


HONDURAS 

Continued from page 22 

spite of comments made by “old” army 
members about gringo captains. It was to 
be the start of a 20-year career, the record 
of which is difficult to believe, but very, 
very true. Before he had much of an op¬ 
portunity to brush up on soldiering, he 
was summoned to Tegucigalpa. 

Revolution Upsets the 
Apple Cart 

Terencio Sierra, minister of war — pro¬ 
moter of several — was about to succeed 
Policarpo Bonilla as president, but the 
revolution had upset his apple cart. Duron 
and his gringo captain (El Aventurero) 
were the idols of all Honduras. Even then 
they were on their way to the capital and a 
monstrous welcome. Sierra was in no 
hurry to take on the insurrectos at the mo¬ 
ment; a victory within two or three weeks 
would have a more profound impact upon 
the upcoming election and would almost 
assure his victory. 

To the delight of Sierra, Duron’s army 
was beaten at Puerto Cortez when a can¬ 
non exploded in its midst, killing and 
maiming several. Republican forces drove 
through the breech, overwhelming the 
rebels. Duron’s army melted like the ice 
cakes at Laguna. Christmas escaped to 
Nicaragua on the back of a mule. Oppor¬ 
tunist Sierra marched on the rebels at the 
head of a force of more than 2,000. 

Intrigue followed intrigue in Honduras, 
and it was not long before the citizens, 
reeling under Sierra’s tyranny, were plot¬ 
ting revolution. Led by Manuel Bonilla, 
one of the most beloved men in the na¬ 
tion’s history, the movement to overthrow 
the regime began. Patriots recalled the 
feats of El Capitan Christmas, who had 
almost won the previous war single- 
handed. 

Terencio Sierra was also aware of the 
Yankee’s popularity and abilities. He 
scooped the opposition by giving the 
American a secret assignment in 
Guatemala. Upon completion of this 
assignment, Christmas would be permit¬ 
ted to return to Honduras. Sierra made 
the surly, foul-mouthed gringo director of 
police of the Republic of Honduras. The 
position involved the command of 185 
seedy-looking men. Duties consisted of 
escorting drunks to jail — hardly a posi¬ 
tion for an aspiring Napoleon. 

Sierra promised to turn the reins of 
government over to Manuel Bonilla at the 
expiration of his term — a commitment he 
had no intention of fulfilling. He kicked 
Bonilla upstairs by assigning him to a 
Pacific Coast command. Bonilla declined 
— he had a higher post in mind. But with 
Christmas out of the way, Sierra hardly 
counted on problems with Bonilla. 

Police Commissioner Christmas did a 
fabulous job with his force. He whipped 
them into a well-drilled, well-disciplined 
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unit. Sierra was delighted with the 
transformation. His personal security was 
insured with such a body of men at his 
beck and call, though he shuddered when 
he heard the cost of their luxurious blue 
and gold uniforms. 

When the long-awaited election returns 
came in, Manuel Bonilla had 28,850 votes, 
Arias 25,518 and Soto 4,857. None had a 
majority, and the crafty Sierra sprang his 
coup — he would be president. 

And so another civil war was born. 

On the night of 31 January 1903, at the 
head of his police force, Lee Christmas 
slipped out of Tegucigalpa. Each man was 
equipped for a long campaign in the field. 

Showing considerable skill in maneu¬ 
vering around a large Sierra garrison at La 
Cruz, he headed for the coast and union 
with Bonilla, the duly elected president of 
Honduras. In an epic march through a 
country swarming with hostile forces, 
Christmas made junction with his new 
leader without losing one man. 

To complicate the picture, defeated 
candidate Arias outlawed Bonilla and 
named himself el presidente and his 
predecessor commander-in-chief of all 
Honduran armies. Christmas was named 
a traitor to the nation and sentenced to 
death by hanging — when captured. A 
price was put on his head. This had little 
effect on the American, who moved on 
the capital heading an army of 12,000 
men. Encircling the city, Christmas 
delivered a surrender ultimatum which a 
dejected Arias accepted. He was granted 
asylum in El Salvador. 

Clemency For Christmas 

Lee Christmas was now General de 
Brigada , and the idol of all Honduras. To 
prove he was no flash in the pan, he 
routed two more dissident armies. For his 
gallant service he was presented a custom- 
made sword and a new gold-braided 
uniform. Christmas looked every inch a 
soldier. 

A few months later, Christmas was shot 
from his horse while leading a charge 
against invading Nicaraguans. Surround¬ 
ed by the foe, and the hated enemy of the 
Bonilla regime, Policarpo Bonilla (no 
relation), Christmas attempted to use the 
bullet he had saved for himself, but the 
weapon misfired. The general, in his gray 
corduroy field uniform, was taken before 
Policarpo who summarily pronounced the 
sentence of death upon him. 

“Shoot me now, if you’ve got the guts. 
But do me one favor, don’t bury me,” 
raged Christmas. 

“But why not, Senor Gringo?” grinned 
the captor. 

“Because I want the buzzards to eat 
me, and shit all over you,” ranted the 
wounded man. 

“In a few days we will shoot you,” 
warned Bonilla. 

When Christmas was told that the ar¬ 
mies of the republic had been crushed. 



Woolly Fully® 

The Original British Commando Sweater™ 
100% Pure New Wool 

Made in England Quality with rugged twill 
reinforcing patches. Men & Women’s sizes 32 
to 48. 

Available now for only $49.95 postpaid 

A great ribbed knit sweater for backpacking, 
boating, hunting, and all cold weather 
activities. Extra long body prevents “ride-up” 
Reinforcing patches over shoulders and 
elbows for nearly “everlasting” wear. Home 
washable. Choose from Olive Green, Navy, 
Blue Grey, Forest Green, Black and V-Necks 
in Sand & Peat Brown. 


OLIVE GREEN AUTHORIZED BY U.S. MARINES FOR OPTIONAL WEAR 


SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 
BOOTS 



An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, 
these boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features : 

Laced-to-toe 7’* Boot * Black grain-out 
leather * Rolled cushion top * Ankle binder 
pads * Full gusset * Fully lined with glove 
leather * Goodyear welt construction * 
VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole * Square 
trimmed toe and grooved heel for 
conventional Ski Binding * Removable felt 
slip soles with an extra pair provided * Pull 
stud post hooks and eyelets for rapid lacing/ 
unlacing, all Black. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 
to 12. Regular or Wide. 

C-990, S.F. Boots - Special $89.95 


“DOG TAGS” 

Complete G.I. Specification Identifica¬ 
tion Necklace. 2 Stainless steel plates 
and chains embossed with your 
information. 16 characters per line/5 
lines/tag. Great for medical info or 
identifying keys & luggage. 

TAG-145, I.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
TAG-159, Rubber Silencers/$ .75 


“WEB NAME TAPES” 

Mil-Spec cotton web tapes with your 
information embroidered on one line. 
Choice of Black on OD, White on Blue, 
Black on White or Navy on OD. For 
uniforms & personal equipment, 4 tapes 
of same name (up to 14 letters) and color 
for only $4.25. 

NAM-140, Name Tapes/$4.2$ 


COMFORTABLE 

MESH 

BASEBALL 

CAP 


Available in Olive Green or ‘Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organiza¬ 
tions. Sizes: Medium or Large or send 
head size. 

BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$3.95 
BAS-C7, Game Mesh Cap/$3.95 




CAMOUFLAGE 

T-SHIRTS 


At last, a regulation ‘Nam Leaf Pattern 
Camo T-Shirt. Full Cut, 50/50 blend for 
comfort. Perfect match with Jungle 
Fatigues. Sizes S, M, L, & XL. 

Short Sleeve - $5.95 



MILITARY BERETS 

Original Mil-Spec 100% Virgin Wool 
with Leather Sweat Band. Fully lined 
with stiffener for Flash. The absolute 
finest made, anywhere. Purchased in 
Canada. Choose from Special Forces 
Green (RG), Ranger Black [BLJ, 
Airborne Red (MR). Khaki/OD (KHJ. 
State hat size or send head measure¬ 
ment. 

MBE-1, Beret/$12.00 


UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 
DESIGN. Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop 
Camouflage. Looks sharp. Not 
regulation. Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL. 

CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 


JUNGLE FATIGUES, Camouflage, Rip- 
stop Poplin. Latest issue. Genuine 
government contract goods. Sizes: XS, 
S, M, L and a few XL. Coat or Trousers. 
CAM-1, Camo Coat/Trouser/$20.00 ea. 



Money back guarantee. All items postpaid CONUS, Send check. Money Order or 
Charge to Visa or Master Charge. 

We accept phone orders charged to your Bankcard. 

Call Today! (404) 428-1234 
SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 


Brigade-- 

Quartermasters, Ltd. 

P.O. Box 476, Marietta, GA 30061 
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with few surviving and the president 
banished, he was certain he would face the 
firing squad. But Policarpo respected 
courage and ordered the prisoner taken to 
a hospital in the capital. 

With four claimants for the office of 
president, Terencio Sierra once more led 
an army on Tegucigalpa, but was defeated 
by Policarpo forces. The man who had 
schemed for years was solidly entrenched 
and a new era of despotism and misrule 
was established in Honduras. Executions 
took place almost daily. Policarpo stifled 
all opposition, but underestimated 
Christmas. The wily Yankee escaped from 
the hospital one night in his torn corduroy 
uniform and made for neutral Guatemala 
City. . 

While in Guatemala, Manuel Bonilla 
and Christmas kept up endless correspon¬ 
dence, all bent on one subject — the 
liberation of Honduras. .At this time, Guy 
Molony of New Orleans cast his lot with 
the revolutionary movement. An expert 
with the machine gun, and an artificer of 
some renown, he was a hero of the 
Spanish American war, and a rifleman in 
Queen Victoria’s war with the South 
African Boers. Molony was a soldier of 
unflinching courage. 

In a masterpiece of smuggling aboard 
the cabin cruiser Hornet , Christmas 
managed to sneak arms and ammunition 
out of the United States, almost under the 
nose of the Navy. Jubilant with the suc¬ 
cess of the mission, Christmas was dis¬ 


mayed to learn that one of his trusted 
aides, Gen. Juan Marin, had gotten 
gloriously drunk and revealed the invasion 
plot to Policarpo. He even mentioned 
names and places. Arrests and executions 
followed. 

In the meantime, President Davila, the 
dummy who sat on Dictator Policarpo’s 
knee, had endeared himself to American 
bankers. He asked for American interven¬ 
tion against the invaders, promising to 
sign a treaty which would have given the 
J.P. Morgan interests control over Hon¬ 
duran financial matters. The republic was 
outraged at the sellout —• but Uncle Sam 
was not buying the deal. 

Versatile Gen. Christmas, in a new, 
United States-made corduroy uniform, 
led a naval expedition against the 
government-held island of Utila, captur¬ 
ing the garrison. Invasion of Honduras 
was imminent, and both the United States 
and Britain issued warnings to Christmas. 
Then came 25 January 1911. 

The Federal army had laid several lines 
of barbed wire across a bog. Beyond this 
stood a rampart fortified with 12 x 12 
timbers and reinforced with sandbags. A 
short distance beyond the redoubt was 
open ground, bisected by a railroad track. 
The government army could sweep all 
avenues of approach with devastating fire. 
The position was impregnable and Hon¬ 
duran commander-in-chief Pedro Diaz 
hoped that Christmas would be foolish 
enough to attempt a frontal assualt on La 


Ceiba. Diaz had 400 troops, with more on 
the way, several machine guns and two 
Krupp guns. 

As Christmas moved on the position, 
his army was met with murderous, high- 
trajectory fire. 

“General, the barbed wire does not ex¬ 
tend to the sea. By wading into the ocean, 
and following the narrow neck of land, we 
can come ashore with the wire behind 
us,” explained Molony. 

“If we maintain fire-superiority plus a 
diversionary attack we can do it. We must 
keep them pinned down,” ordered 
Christmas. 

As the defenders turned to sweep the 
road upon which the diversion was being 
made, Christmas, at the head of a small 
force, moved into the almost neck-deep 
water. Moving around the tip of the tiny 
peninsula with their rifles held overhead 
and the barbed wire at their rear, the 
revolutionaries reached shore. 

Firing in bursts, Molony swept the tren¬ 
ches with withering fire. Pressure was 
maintained on all sides. With an exultant 
shout, Christmas unsheathed his sword to 
direct the charge against the works. To his 
utter dismay, roly-poly Diaz abjectly sur¬ 
rendered. 

Although the victory cost Christmas 
dearly (he lost more than half of his little 
army in the diversionary charge led by 
General Leiva), it had been a brilliant 
triumph — one that was to hit the 
magazine section of a dozen American 


Car Tools 


DESIGNED 
F8R- LOCKS Mil US 


Identification 


CORVETTE TOOL No. ALS-16 

Can be used in a matter of seconds on either door of all late 
models. Made of high carbon spring steel, hand finished. $9.30 

PORSCHE OPENER .No.ALS-914 

Will work on both doors of model #914 Porsche. Makes the un¬ 
locking doors so EASY you will be amazed. High quality music 
wire, cad-chrome plated... $9.30 

VOLKSWAGEN TOOL A .No. ALS-14 

Made for earlier VW models, but has many other uses, like fitt¬ 
ing door buttons, turning handles on vent windows. Durable 

music wire, cad chrome finish. Illustrated instructions. $9.30 

VOLKSWAGEN TOOL B No. ALS-15 

For latest models of Volkswagen Bug and Bus. Durable music 
wire, cad chrome finish. Instruction sheet.. .... $9.30 

DELUXE FINGER SET No. ALS-4 

For opening foreign and domestic automobiles with vent win¬ 
dows — both button and handle types. Made of carbon spring 
steel, can be formed into different shapes. ...$11.30 

SLIM LONG JOHN .No.ALS-30" 

Especially for 1900 hard-to-open automobiles - only one end of 
tool enters car — no damage to locking mechanism. Slimmer 
than any other tool available. Made of .032 clock spring steel, 
measures 30" long. Cad chrome finish. FREE handle. . $9.30 

SUPER SLIM JIM .No. ALS-11 

For easier, faster openings on most foreign and domestic cars. 
Made wider and thicker with new concave end, revised hook 
design. Locating locking operating rod is easier. Does not enter 
inside of car. Made from best high carbon spring steel. .032 
(hick by 1 V« inch wide and 22V; Inches long.$9.30 

NEW SLIM JIM. .No. ALS-10 

Most valuable car opening device ever! Faster! Open car using 
only one end of tool. Both push-down and pull-up methods in¬ 
corporated at same end. Does not enter inside car. Spring steel 
finish. .032 thick by ^ inch wide and 22'* inches long. .$9.30 

IMPORTANT — The following (signed) statement must 
accompany ail orders for '‘picking" tools: I am licensed to prac¬ 
tice locksmithing or a licensed apprentice. OR I am over 21 
years old. have never been convicted of any crime which might 
preclude my participation in this trade. OR I am learning the 
trade through "seif-teaching." 


SIGNATURE 



DATE 


wt Am ii.» 

MONEY ORDERS ONLY 
IN STORE DR BY MAIL 


THE PAPER TRIP I . ,.$14.70 

THE PAPER TRIP II $16.70 

Ever/thing you ever wanted to know about false IDs! The BEST, 
MOST COMPLETE books or the subject. 

THE BLACK BAG OWNER'S MANUAL. .$7.75 

What can go wrong with false identification, how to ditch your 
new personality, and MORE! 

PRIVACY.. $14.75 

Make good use of your new identity — avoid taxes, bank in 
Switzerland, establish secret mail systems, and MORE! 



CRIMINAL USE OF FALSE IDENTIFICATION . $5.35 

If you want to disappear from the government records, learn 
how . right from the horse’s mouth — the U.S Department 
of Justice. 

COUNTERFEIT CREDIT CARO METH00S EXPOSED . $9.30 

An illustrated police technical manual on credit card counterfeit¬ 
ing — how phony cards are made, what the banks do to stop 
counterfeiting, etc. 


Lock Pick Books 


Lock Picking Simplified . $6.50 

Police Guide to Lock Picking 

and Improvised Lock Picks 6.50 

Lock Pick Design Manual 6.50 

Locks, Picks and Clicks 7.50 

LockOut 8.50 

Involuntary Repossession or In the Steal of the Nile 13.50 

Illustrated Art of Lock Picking . 8.50 

Complete Handbook of Locks and Locksmithing 8.50 

How to Make Ycur Own Professional Lock Tools 8.00 


SURVIVAL BOOKS 


F0RGE0, ALTERED AND COUNTERFEIT CHECKS . $8.85 

The ptng-pong scam, counterfeit bank certifications, do-it- 
yourself check printing! All the fns and outs of hanging paper 



HOW DRIVERS LICENSES ARE MA0E 

WITH THE POLAROID CAMERA .. . $9.30 

With a tew inexpensive pens, art supplies and a camera, anyone 
can counterfeit a driver’s license. Detailed illustrations. 



100 WAYS TO DISAPPEAR AND LIVE FREE .$3/35 

Advice on handling every-day situations with your new identity. 
Avoid attending church, use a mail forwarding service, blend in.‘ 
A real handbook to survival! 



SHORT CONS .$11.30 

All the hot scams — the wallet drop, three-card monte, poker 
bunco, etc. Shows how hustlers make a living. 



THE INTERNATIONAL MAN TTffrT .$17.95 

Feel like leaving the USA for good? Here’s everything you need 
to know about resettling in another country — passports, ex¬ 
tradition laws, asylum, world currency. A complete guide to the 
worid's last frontiers! 


11106 MAJGNDUA DLVD\. DEFT. SDF 
iHQHTH HOLLYWOOD CALIF. 9l6Q1 
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No. 28—FEB. ’80: Sole Survivor; POW’s Epic Escape; Wheelgun Winner; 
Shootout: .45 vs 9mm; Apocalypse Now: Bonanza or Bomb?; Soviet Black 
Berets; A Blade for Life; Plowshares Into Swords. 

No. 29—MARCH ’80: Defeat Without Destruction; Dumbo Drop; Bomber 
Boneyard; Achtung; Terrorists (G.S.G.9); But Will They Fight? 

No* 30—APRIL ’80: World's Greatest Machine Gunner?; “Peace With 
Honor’’; “We Will Fight to the Death”; Ready to Go, Ready to Fight. 

No. 31—MAY ’80: Khe Sanh: No Dlen Bien Phu; 3-1 Battalion Bushmen; 
Kings of the Khyber Rifles; Roll Your Own Rifles; Pathen Tribesmen of 
Northern Pakistan; Visit to Darra; Beside Bokassa. 

No, 32—JUNE ’80: Silent Invasion; From Escape to Escapism; Delta Am¬ 
bush; Lethal Lightweights; Guns for Gals; RSA’s Cuban Killer; Handy But 
Hidden; Wolf Pack Skipper. 

No. 33—JULY '80: Down but Not Out; MGs for Rent; SOF Takes a Dive; 
Light for Night Ops; Fury on Hill 64; Soldiers of the Knife, 

No. 34—AUG. ’80: ConlacftJSOF Staffers In Rhodesian Flfeflght; Hot Steel 
on Target; “Workers Paradise” In Trouble; Gunfight at Fort Hustler; “Do 
Not—Repeat—Do Not Fire.” 

No. 35—SEPT, ’80: Assignment Afghantsten; In Cuban Waters; SAS pares 
and Wins; Rhodesia’s “No Win War”; American with a Mission. 

No. 30—OCT. ’80: Jihad irt Afghanistan; Fatal Feather-Weight; Ivan’s Elite; 
Shot In the Heart; Operation Assassination; Circle of Stealth. 

No. 37—NOV. ’80: ‘Operation Smokeshell” Smokes out SWAPO; Invisible 
Enemy; Filer for Hire; SMGs Find Home on the Range; Crossing Thunder 
River; Pistols with Polish. 

No. 38—DEC. *80: Howard's Hill; Airwave Warfare; IBS goes to MARS: 
Desert Shakedown; Ruger’a Mlnl-14 is no Mattel Toy; Dangerous Conver¬ 
sion; Upward Bound; Parting Shots. 

No. 39—JAN. ’61: Sharpshooting with Chairman Jeff;Blowup!; JourneyHnto 
Hell; Anatomy of a Combat Knife; A Breed Apart. 

No. 40—FEB. ’81: Subterranean Route Recon; Sellers of Deceit; Behind our 
Backs; AK-74; SOF's Milestone Shooting Event;Gathering of Professionals; 
Cambodia’s Three-Way War; Hanol’3 HU List; Straight out of “Star Wars 
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You Can Survive 

* v wwm 


You can 
survive.., 
you know 
how. These 
manuals don’t 
gloss over the 
truth. They are 
realistic and give 
the straight facts 
about the ultimate 
weapons. They cover 
problems often skipped 
by other books. 

NUCLEAR WAfT SURVIVAL - The Information 
that will save your life, put together as only a pro¬ 
fessional can do It. “Nontechnical and directly to 
the point.. ."Journal of Civil Defense. L-1 $6.09 

SHELTER/REFUGE DEFENSE - The book on 
guarding your shelter against desperate preda¬ 
tors. Everything you’ll need to stay alive and to 
keep what’e yours. L-9 $7.49 

CHEMICAUBIOLOGICAL WARFARE - Not just 
what It Is and how It works, but how to survive this 
deadliest form of warfare. L-12 $6.96 

All concisely written by Duncan Long to 
help you protect your loved ones when your world 
goes Insane. 

All prices Include tax and postage. 
MONEYBACK GUARANTEE 

Mall to: LONG SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS 
Box 153, Dapt. FF-3 
o, Kser -- 


Warn ago, KS 56547 


Total anoloi 

Mama _ 

Address _ 
City . 


Hurry.. .It may be later than you think. 



New! 

A Kaufman's Exclusive! □ COMMANDO SUBDUED D00 
TADS - Set includes: 2 G.l. Stainless Steel tags (regulation 
size) specially treated to be non-glare fiat black, plus 2 black 

(4" & 24") ball chains. , .$4.00/set ppd. 

Also □ regulation G.l. dog tags of stainless steel • 

set as above..$2.50/se1 ppd. 

Want us to emboss them? We’ll print ANYTHING - to 6 lines, 
up to 16 characters per line (spaces count). Please print info 

desired. □Emboislng . , .Only 75* per tag. 

T-Shirts TELL IT ALL) Huge Striking designs of killer elite, 
commando forces. Our finest quality shirts feature Bold 2 
color imprints. NOT a rubbery heat transfer. WON’T peel, chip, 
fade or make you sweat! Choose □ Special Forcei (Grey 
shirt, black & white design. Shrink-free, comfort blend. 50% 
polyester/50% cotton) or □ Airbome/Ranger (Black shirt, 
red & white design. Natural fiber 100% cotton). Only $7.95 
plus $1.25 shipping each. Specify size (S, M, L, XL), Another 
Kaufman’s Exclusive! 

Check or money order to: 

Kaufman's Weal, Dept. A-35 


All orders shipped 
within 24 hours by UPS 


504 Ifele S.E., Albuquerque. N.M. 87106 
^ JATISFACTION GUARfflTEED ^ 



the 

hunters 


Made for professional hunters to hear approaching animals at a great distance, 
the Hunter’s Ear has now been discovered by the security industry. On city ter¬ 
rain, sounds leap across blocks and streets . . . approaching vehicles . . . 
voices. Guards are using in prison courtyards to listen to convicts. The range 
of uses of the Hunter’s Ear is astonishing and satisfaction is overwhelming. A 
solid state, electronic breakthrough, it weighs less than 2 pounds, is like 
holding up a flashlight, even lighter,and earphones have adjustable volume 
control. It works off a 9v tiny battery, is made for tough outdoor use and long 
life. You can listen to the breath of an elk over the hill, or of a person across the 
street! It’s a sonar device for fogbound navigation. The uses are endless. Sold 
direct by mail for $135.00 and worth it. Order from: 

Send check or money order or charge MasterCharge or Visa. 

ORDER BY MAIL from SHAWNEE CHEMICAL CO., DepL V 

5815 Dearborn St., shawnee mission, Kansas M202 _ 


BRINGS IN 
SOUNDS 
SHARP 
& CLEAR 


newspapers in the months to follow. 

Manuel Bonilla returned to the 
presidency and Christmas was rewarded 
with a handsome salary and title of In¬ 
spector General of the North Coast. He 
was the toast of Honduras and respected 
throughout Central America. He had 
defeated several armies, established five 
presidents, remodeled the national police 
force and restored national dignity. Hon¬ 
duras was now a Central American power 
— no longer a doormat. 

Fame is fickle, and within a few years 
Lee had lost his personal fortune and 
taken another wife — his fourth. He fell 
into disfavor with the new regime that 
succeeded Bonilla. His resignation was ac¬ 
cepted, to his surprise. In April of 1917, 
the great soldier applied for a commission 
in the United States Army — war with 
Germany being almost a certainty. 

Making a formal application after an 
audience with President Wilson, 
Christmas was certain he would be 
granted a commission. In October his ap¬ 
plication was denied, many claim due to 
health reasons. Christmas stood on the 
sidelines throughout the war, bitterly 
commenting that he could “lick the entire 
lot that turned me down.” 

Christmas never recovered from the 
rebuff or the ingratitude of the Honduran 
nation. He died in 1922 at the age of 59. 
The desperately ill soldier passed away 
during the midst of an argument over 
hospital rules. He was a rebel to the very 
end. 

History has not been unkind to General 
Lee Christmas, Commander in Chief of 
the Armies of the Republic of Honduras. 
It has just forgotten him. 

I WAS THERE 

Continued from page 20 

regaining use of paralyzed facial muscles. 

It was a gunfight that won’t soon be 
forgotten in this small, rough western 
town on the Yakima Indian Reservation. 

If you have a combat or adventure 
story for “It Happened to Me” or “I 
Was There, “ triple-space type it and 
send it to SOF, P . O. Box 693, Boulder , 
CO 80306, Attn: M.L. Jones. All 
stories should be 500 words or less . 
Upon publication, SOF will become 
owner of all publication rights. Sub¬ 
mitted articles are subject to editing 
and revision, although their content 
and theme will not be changed. Photos 
(with captions and credits) are also 
helpful. Captions should be typed on a 
separate sheet of paper and keyed to 
each photograph. Enclose a stamped , 
self-addressed envelope so we can 
notify you of acceptance or return of 
your story. Article payment is $50, 
upon publication. All entrants will 
receive an SOF patch. * 
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COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT 

Continued from page 14 

People have been interested in a 10mm 
pistol cartridge for a long time. In fact, 
Colt first considered a 9.8mm cartridge 
for the Government Model pistol back in 
1910. A prototype was made up in this 
caliber and tested in the Balkan countries 
prior to the adoption of the 1911 in .45 
ACP. But the 1911 ’s success and the ensu¬ 
ing demand for it left the 9.8 in the 
shadows. More than a decade ago, some 
Guns &. Ammo staff people started play¬ 
ing with the idea of a .40-caliber auto¬ 
pistol cartridge, and the result of their ex¬ 
perimentation was the .40 G&A cartridge. 

Now, with the coming of the Bren Ten 
pistol, interest in a modern 10mm car¬ 
tridge has been revived. The Bren Ten 
prototype pistol — offered by Dornaus & 
Dixon Enterprises, Inc., Dept. SOF, 
16718 Judy Way, Cerritos, CA 90701 — is 
well thought out. All its controls are 
located for easy use, and the standard gun 
should not require any custom features. 

The Bren Ten is a large pistol, but not 
unhandy. It is designed to hold 12 rounds 
of 10mm ammo in the magazine. Produc¬ 
tion Bren Tens will be made of both 
stainless and regular carbon steel. Stand¬ 
ard features include a safety that can be 
converted to either right- or left-hand use, 
a selective magazine catch, high visibility 
and rugged, fully adjustable sights. The 
front sight is replaceable — and comes in 
various shapes and colors to suit in : 
dividual taste. 

The Bren Ten’s design insures that — 
like its pattern gun, the CZ75 — it will be 
inherently accurate. Non-snagging sights 
have the popular three-dot aiming system. 
Design features that should make the 
competition shooter happy include a 
built-in recoil buffer, screwdriver set and 
replaceable barrel bushings. Overall 
length of the pistol is 8.53 inches; height is 
5.50 inches, and width is 1.48 inches at the 
grip. Weight is 38 ounces empty — nearly 
the same as the Colt 1911. 

The prototype pistol had a Barsto bar¬ 
rel of outstanding quality. Fit and finish 
are far better than most normally seen in 
the industry. However, as with any pro¬ 
totype product, the finish is expected to be 
exceptional. 

The key to the manufacture of the Bren 
Ten is the use of tape-controlled machin¬ 
ery that will hold very close tolerances and 
produce well-finished parts with minimal 
need for handwork — a decision that is a 
positive step forward, since the track 
record of guns with investment-cast parts 
has not been what many “experts” would 
lead us to believe. 

Tape-control means a high-quality pis¬ 
tol at a reasonable cost ($450 projected at 
this time) that will be competitive on the 
market. Southern California has many 
high-quality, precision manufacturing 
plants, as a result of the location of the 
aerospace industry there. These manufac- 


STARLIGHT 
★ SCOPES ★ 

SEE in TOTAL DARKNESS Passively 

These are NOT cheap INFRA-RED look alike but the real thing?! And we are 
selling them at less than l/25th of their original cost of $12,800. This is less 
than 1/12th the cost of currently available commercial models. How can we 
make such an offer? We have acquired a shipment of 167 Navy surplus units 
that are in excellent condition. 

Each unit comes with a canvas carrying pouch and batteries, no other ac¬ 
cessories are available. Each unit has been thoroughly checked out and is 
guaranteed to be in excellent working condition. These units will be sold on a 
First Come — First Serve basis. If for any reason they do not perform as stated 
a full refund or exchange will be given upon receipt of the unit by us in its 
originally delivered condition. 

Each unit is hand held with a special 65mm objective. The effective magnifica¬ 
tion is IX and overall light gain is in excess of 40,000X. Viewing pupil is 25mm 
and scene emission is from a P4 phospher screen. Unit with batteries weighs 
18 oz. and is 7” long. The image intensifiers are three stage RCA types. Hous¬ 
ing and electronics are shockproof and water resistant and can be used safely 
in heavy rain without damage. While these units are approximately 9 years old 
they still exhibit a high degree of technology and as such can not be sold or 
shipped outside the domestic United States. Standard Unit $500 while supply 
lasts. 


In addition to the standard unit we have a limited number of units which were 
rifle mounted and contain 3X optics. These units weigh 25 oz. with all other 
specifications being identical. These units mate with the Redfield Ml mount. 
The Rifle Mount Units (minus the Ml mount) are $700 each. 

Each order will be shipped insured UPS within three to six weeks depending on 
order and previous schedules. We pay shipping. Sorry No C.O.D.s, Phone 
Orders, Purchase Orders, or Quantity Discounts. Sold ONLY on a First Come 
— First Serve basis. No FFL required. Check with local and state laws before 
ordering as units may be illegal in some localities. 


INTERNATIONAL SECURITY CORPORATION 



1703 RAINTREE DR. 



RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23233 



Send me_Standard Units at $500 each. Send me_* Rifle Units at $700 each. 


I have enclosed $_.. (Do not send cash) 

( ) VISA ( ) MASTER CHARGE ( ) CHECK 

Credit Card #_ Expiration Date__ 


NAME___ _ 

STREET. . .. 

CITY __ 

STATE __ZIP_ 

*1 understand that If supply is exhausted I will be shipped a Standard Unit with a $200 refund per substitution. 
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Be Prepared! 

“LEARN TO SURVIVE” 
Ken Hale’s “1981” 

CATALOG OF BOOKS ON SURVIVAL 

and related skills . 


My New 32 Page Book Catalog Is Ready 

“BE A SURVIVOR.” 

Only the wise and strong shall sur- 
vive the coming turmoil in America 
.Depression, Economic Col¬ 
lapse, or even NUCLEAR WAR I? 
We cover SELF-DEFENSE, WEAP¬ 
ONS, LIVING IN THE WILDS, GUER¬ 
RILLA WARFARE, DEMOLITIONS, 
plus much more. 

If you don’t have my catalog 
yet . . DON’T DELAY! 

It’s the BIGGEST. & BEST 
In its Field. Rush $2.00 to: 
KEN HALE (109 ) 
MCDONALD, OHIO 44437 
"LEARN TO SURVIVE" 
I’ll send it free, if you don’t have 
bucks, But GET IT NOW... 


Send to - 

Name _-— __— 

Address ______ 

City_State_Zip 


turers are skilled makers of close-toler¬ 
ance parts made of quality materials. 

Tom Dornaus is the man in charge of 
the manufacturing end of the Bren Ten 
project, and his skill in this field is second 
to none. The work and details of the Bren 
Ten reflect a professional attitude not 
often found in U.S. weapon design. 
American arms producers have been re¬ 
luctant to become involved in new hand¬ 
gun designs that have merit. 

The H&K P-7 (PSP) is a good example 
of how far ahead of the U.S. other coun¬ 
tries are in arms manufacturing. Ameri¬ 
can companies, not part of the New Eng¬ 
land big four, have had a hard time mak¬ 
ing it, as the history of the AutoMag and 
Wildey shows. Smaller corporations have 
difficulty getting into the business. 

The Bren Ten uses an already perfected 
pistol design and is a weapon for serious 
application. It need not be marketed as a 
plaything. For a new pistol design to be 
successful, it must result in a sidearm with 
superior function and action. The weapon 
must be reliable and easy to operate. It 
must provide enough punch to do the job. 
The Bren Ten does this job with ease. 

I was only able to fire the prototype 
Bren Ten with a .45 ACP conversion kit 
attached. Firing it was enjoyable. It is ac¬ 
curate, easy to use and controllable. Al¬ 
though its grip size is large, it is comfor¬ 
table. Anyone who handles a S&W M-59 
or P-35 will find the Bren Ten manage¬ 
able. The double-action stroke is short 
and smooth — in fact, one of the nicest I 


have ever tried on an auto pistol. But this 
is expected on a prototype pistol — the 
final proof will be in a production piece. 

As of now, the Bren Ten is still in its in¬ 
fancy. There will most likely be some hard 
times ahead — but I sure hope that this 
one makes it. Historically, only a few 
handgun designs really stand out. John 
Browning's work still remains on top after 
all these years and the H&K P-7 is the 
most recent weapon to gain the respect of 
the practical pistolero. Now, with the pro¬ 
spect of the Bren Ten, the future looks 
much brighter. 


DON’T WAIT! 

/ m \ \”TILL YOUR HOME 
I W 1 IS ROBBED 



Ransacked, Your Prized Pos¬ 
sessions Gone, and even Loved 
Ones in Danger! Protect your Home 
with "AT YOUR PERIL’ Decals on each 
window. Even if you do not have an Alarm system or gun the 
Burglar not knowing, will move on to an easier target. 

The Burglar's greatest fear is to trip an alarm and then face 
The Armed Citizen. So turn that power of fear to your advan- 
vantage. Order Now before it Happens to You. 

DECAL 3Vj* DIAM. is Bone white on Jet Black sticks on in¬ 
side or outside of glass. 

4 Decals*3.98-Save! 8 For *5.98 

“19 WAYS TO PROTECT 
YOUR HOME FROM 
BURGLARY” 

Fast Delivery • Money Back Guarantee • Clip Ad. 

T & G ENTERPRISES DEPT. 9824 

428 UNION AVE. PATERSON, NEW JERSEY 07502 




Kingsley Carlstein and Gordon Cormack have combined many years 
hunting and safari experience in Africa to put together a very fine 
trophy antelope safari. References from numerous satisfied and 
successful hunters can be provided. The hunting areas consist of a 
mixture of bush and open plains and are extensive in area. 


CHARGES INCLUDE: 

1. Very comfortable accommodation, 
meals and laundry. 

2. All licences and concession fees. 

3. All mileage and transfer fees to and 
from airport to hunting areas. 

4. Services of professional hunters and 
staff (trackers, skinners, cooks and 
cleaners). 

5. Field preparation of trophies. 

6. All reasonable requests to make your 
safari a success. 

CHARGES DO NOT INCLUDE: 

1. Alcoholic beverages — available at 
cost. 

2. Extra journeys made out of hunting 
areas at client’s request. 

3,Items of a personal nature. 

4. Hiring of rifles and ammunition — 
available at RIO per day. 

5. Dipping, packing, shipping and in¬ 
surance of trophies. 

THERE ARE NO HIDDEN CHARGES. 

Dates are available from March to end of 

November. 

DEPOSIT: 

A 30% deposit is required to confirm 


your booking. Balance payable on ar¬ 
rival. 

DAILY CHARGES: 

1 client one professional hunter R300 
per day. 

2 clients one professional hunter R280 
per day each. 

Accompanying non hunters R 50 per 
day. 

TROPHY FEES: 

Blesbok ..R120 

Blue, Wildebeeste...R220 

Black, Wildebeeste.R450 

Duiker, Grey.R 50 

Eland...R450 

Gemsbok.R425 

Hartebeestc, Red ..R400 

Impala .. R120 

Kudu.R400 

Reedbuck, Mt.R100 

Springbuck.R 75 

Springbuck, Black.R300 

Steinbuck...R 50 

Zebra..... . . R400 

Trophy fees are payable for all animals 
shot or wounded and lost. 


TULA 

HUNTING SAFARI 

5, Anchises Street, Kimberley 8301, 
Republic of South Afica, 
Telephone— (0531) 21616 


HUNT WITH 
THE PROFESSIONALS 
Kingsley Carlstein and Gordon 
Cormack offer you very fine 
hunting in Southern Africa. 10 day 
safaris for a wide variety of 
trophies. 
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! Nawl and Marine 
I Badges and fcwgnia 
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Parachute Badges and Insignia of the 
World. R.J. Bragg and Roy Turner. 64 pages of 
color illustrations based on a unique collection of 
1200 parachutists qualifications brevets, this book 
gives brief histories of the airborne forces of 102 
nations. 200 pages. 5" x 7V6" 

hard cover $12.95 


it Army Badges 
\ andinsigrw 


Y «P 


Army Badges and Insignia Since 1945. 
Guido Rosignoll. A companion to the previous 
volume, this information-packed book illustrates 
over 2,000 badges and insignia of the world's 
modem armies. 218 pages, 5" x 7", 80 pages of 
full color illustrations, index. 

hard cover $8.95 

Army Badges and Insignia of World War II, 

Guido Rosignoll. A compact and colorful volume 
which illustrates over 2000 badges and insignia of 
the principal armed forces which competed in 
World War II. 228 pages. 5" x 7", 80 pages of full 
color illustrations, index. 

hard cover $10.95 

Sky Diving. Uwe Beckmann. The author exp¬ 
lains every aspect of parachuting: from the selection 
of the right equipment to your first free fall jump. 
Emergencies and landing safely under the most 
adverse circumstances are also covered. 128 pages. 
7V' x 10Vi", 200 photographs, Index. 


Army Uniforms Since 1945. Michael Chap¬ 
pell. This book features 48 pages of detailed color 
plates which show the uniforms of the armies and 
irregular forces engaged in actual fighting through¬ 
out the world. 176 pages, 5" x 7" 

paper $6.95 

Army Uniforms of World War II. Andrew 
Mollo and Malcolm McGregor. An easy reference 
handbook on the uniforms and equipment of the 24 
nations that took part in World War II, illustrated 
with 257 full color drawings. 183 pages, 5" x T\ 
index. 

hard cover $8.95 

Tank Facts and Feats. Kenneth Macksey. The 

latest information—even including one tank which 
has barely come off the drawing board. 

Featured are Tank nomenclature; camouflage; prin¬ 
cipal campaigns and battles; specifications of major 
tanks; their armaments; anti-tank guided weapon 
data; estimates of the tank strengths of the nations; 
and tank construction considerations. 256 pages, 
5%" x 9M'\ with many photographs, maps and 
diagrams. nard cover $17.95 


Naval and Marine Badges and Insignia of 
World War II, Guido Rosignoll. Describes and 
illustrates in full color 1,360 badges and insignia of 
the major navies of World War IT. Special attention 
paid to the marines, whose roles differed from coun¬ 
try to country. Also covered are the badges of the 
naval air arms. 168 pages, 5" x 7", 64 pages in full 
color. hard cover $12.95 

United States Naval Fighters of World War 
II, Michael O’Leary. Bristling with a you-are-there 
narrative on the great air and sea battles of the Padflc 
war, this vividly detailed book also contains more 
than 200 action and close-up photographs of naval 
fighters. 160 pa^es, 9" x 11". hard cover $17.95 

United States PT-Boats of World War II In 
Action, Frank D. Johnson. From development to 
the Important actions of the American Motor- 
Torpedo boat service, an “In Action" saga of daring 
and courage. War-time production and construction 
details are all detailed both in words and over 200 
dramatic photographs, 160 pages, 9" x 11". 

hard cover $17.95 


hard cover $12.95 

Naval Fast Strike Craft and Patrol Boats, 
Roy McLeavy. 64 pages of color illustrations por¬ 
tray the whole range of small warships from missile 
craft and fast patrol boats to torpedo boats and fast 
gunboats. 200 pages, 5 M x 7" 

hard cover $10.95 


Tanks and Other Tracked Vehicles in Ser¬ 
vice, B.T. White. Selected from all over the world, 
they range from main battle tanks like the American 
XM-1 to the small Japanese, self-propelled mount¬ 
ing for twin recoiling rifles. 190 pages, 5“ x 
64 pages in full color. 

hard cover $9.95 


Uniforms of The French Foreign Legion 
1831—1980, Martin WindFow. Celebrates the 
150th anniversary of Its formation in March 1981. It is 
the first serious study of the development of the le¬ 
gionnaires appearance, including equipment from 
the Legion's formation to the present. 160 pages, 
IW - 10", 32 pages in full-color, 153 black and 
white Illustrations. hard cover $ 19.95 


Published and Distributed by Sterling Publishing Co., New York City. 
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KICK-PUNCH 

KARATE 



Amtrlean Kick-Punch Kirite la a crutten: an Amtrlean varalen ol IN wldihl 
piKttcad and moil raapactid art ol tterite. Thli an wu wlglnitN by IN 
AKP Rjrau FtdanBon aa a muni to provtda American cfUtiBI ■rren a nnH- 
tent and Inupamiva way to practice, team A ultimately achieve tN rank ot 
“SLACK BELT' In our own "AMERICAN" term ot the an. AKP Karate hil 
evotvad aa ona of IN moat iftecttvi manthoda of wupenteat aalf-deftnia. a 
auparb method of maintaining phyakat Htnaaa. and an eaotttng k growing 
apon within tN United Stater 


TMt couraa la no gimmick! Wa otter no "Sterol Trleka" or “Irow-Muacte" 
mathoda. Wa teach tound teehniqutt oi aalf-dafanii By comptetlng 
lelwdflM training, you win davtlop tho agility and ability to datend yauraalt 
agoimt ill typai of anacNral AKP Karate mattiodi of training era designed to 
promote courage, humility and contldanea. and ira praettetd by man, woman 
and ehUdrtn of all ago* 


Cauraa cnmpteNn through raildant claim and/or homo study wtH tead ts 
pomtmnt award tel IN rank ot "BLACK BELT" In American Kick-Pupch 

Karate 


AKP KARATE FEDERATION 7« 

POST OFFICE BOX 21831 
QNEENSBORO. NC 27*20 

pihh ruth bfochuro on n 0 * "i" can tain my BLACK BELT Quickly and tatlly 
In t*i nemeat and moat MCHlng martial ail— AMERICAN KICK PUNCH 
KARATE 11 Enoloitd find 11.00 to covar ooitaga and handllnp. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


CITY.. , . STATE . ZIP * 

“^heTmerTcan'maWiaTart" 



GUARD 

AND 

ATTACK 

TRAINING 


Train your K-9 to respond 
aggressively, to guard and 
attack on your command. 

This 8-track tape and picture 
manual give you the profes¬ 
sional training techniques to 
make your dog a Man 
Stopper Don't waste your 
dog by leaving him untrained. 

Just send check or money order 
for $16.95 to: 

B & M Enterprises. P.O. Box 3303A 
Parkersburg. West Virginia 26101 


Life Insurance by 

T-Shirts 

Only $6.95 


Hand Silkscreened 

Oii U.S.-Made Shirt 

VjYVv/ 

Silver on Navy 

Smith&Mvsson 

Colt Also Available 

Shadowshirts 

Send Size, Make and S6.95 + $1 p&h to 
Box S5045 L ittle R ock, A R 72205 



i 


NAZI-Col lectors M-43 Style 
Black S-S Caps. Only $15.00 
Postpaid. Order your size 
NOW. Our 224 page fully il¬ 
lustrated catalog only $3.00 (free 
with order). 

Over 40,000 Items in Stock 
W.W. #2 Ltd. <F) Box #2063 
St. Louis, MO. 63158 
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WOODPECKERS ... 

Sirs: 

SOF is gutsy, informative and very 
much to the point. The article, ‘‘Airwave 
Warfare* * (SOF , December *80), was ex¬ 
tra-special to me. I was a high-speed field 
radiotelegraph operator. In the Army 
Signal Corps, I was in radio relay and car¬ 
rier operations, providing commo for 
Hawk missile units in West Germany. 

The damn Russkies are using an “over- 
the-horizon” radar that transmits up and 
down over the high-frequency radio spec¬ 
trum. The signals they put out sound like 
a woodpecker. As an amateur radio oper¬ 
ator, having to put up with Ivan’s 
“woodpecker” gets to be a pain. The 
Russkie signals not only interfere with our 
“ham” frequencies but also with other in¬ 
ternational radio communications. 

Governments around the world have 
filed complaints with Ivan. Ivan does not 
even acknowledge the radar signal is com¬ 
ing from him — but it is. The Russkies, 
unlike the unemployed “peanut farmer” 
from Plains, Ga., do not give a damn 
about world opinion and do damn well as 
they please. 

Sincerely, 

John J. Wallace 
Minden, Louisiana 



WWIII 


The next world crisis can be at your door any day now . . . but 
you can survive IF you know exactly what to do... . 

These books don’t gloss over the problems. They cover pro¬ 
blems often skipped by other survival books. They give realistic, 
straight answers. 


YOU CAN 
SURVIVE 


SURVIVAL BARTERING—The secrets 
and facts that teach you how to live 
after an economic collapse. 

L-20 $5.98 

All concisely written by Duncan 
Long to help you protect your loved 
ones when your world goes insane. 

All prices include tax and postage. 
MONEYBACK GUARANTEE 

Circle the books you want and mail to: 

LONG SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS 
Box 163, Dept. FF-1 
Wamego, KS 66547 

Total enclosed: _ 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip_ 

Hurry. . .it may be later than you think. 


NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL — Infor¬ 
mation that will save your life, put 
together as only a pro can do it. 
“Nontechnical and directly to the 
point. . .“Journal of Civil Defense” 

L-l $7.49 


MINI-14 HANDBOOK — takes up 
where the owners manual leaves off. 
How to strip it to replace parts, and 
modify it into a battle-ready weapon. 

L-l8 $3.98 


CHEMICAL/BIOLOGICAL WARFARE 
SURVIVAL — Clear instructions on 
how to survive these deadly weapons. 
Includes decontamination and medical 
treatment procedures. L-l 2 $6.99 


870 REMINGTON HANDBOOK — 

How to keep this survival/defense 
weapon going, parts to have, and how 
to modify it. L-19 $3.98 


SHELTER/REFUGE DEFENSE — The 

book on guarding your shelter against 
desperate predators. “If you . . . think 
there might be a need to defend your 
home or retreat, buy this book.” Sur¬ 
vival News. L-9 $7.49 
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F an mail 

FOREVER ... 


Sirs: 

I’ve never written fan mail before so 
this may be overenthusiastic, maudlin, 
bizarre or all of the above. I have no 
military background, haven’t shot a gun 
in 12 years and am generally thought of as 
apolitical. In spite of all that, I find your 
magazine the most satisfying periodical on 
the market for several reasons: your ar¬ 
ticles are consistently well written, well 
researched — and only rarely suffer from 
pedantry or sophistry — you do your 
homework; you go where the action is 
(Rhodesia, Afghanistan, etc.), you seem 
to have a healthy sense of humor about 
yourselves and the people who make you 
out to be mangy, bloodlusting, terminal 
syphilitics with gun permits. 

Many thanks for your 
fine magazine, 

Lawrence Hooper 
Palo Alto, California 
We really should let this letter stand on 
its own but we can’t resist the impulse to 
take a bow,—The Eds. 


Continued on page 90 
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FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 
ALL STATVS A PNOVIHCSS 

-FREE BIRTH CERTIFICATE - 

24-Hour Sm-vIc* • MorayWdi OuarwitM 
SIND 15.00, Nam*, Addrss*. Sax, 

Haight. Wtight, Color Hatr, Eyp», 
•mhdata 5 Small Photo. 

CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. DR382 

information, m)25f. BOX 6W0 • JACKSONVILLE. FLORIDA 32207 

PHOTO I DW 



ADVENTURERS 
TELEPHONE AND 
TEST SET 


MODEL 1011 


CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RUGGED, MON-REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 


*68 


With Shipping & Ins Paid 

CASH, CHECK, MONEY ORDER 
VISA* & MASTER CHARGE* 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 

Graan Plastic DiaHn-Htndaat atyta Taat Sat 
Push-Tone and DIH combined Tatt Set 
Bailery powered Reid Phones 
Sound powered Field Phone* 

Telephones and Books on Telephones 


CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) ^ 

V t £t -Amerlc an 


109 Fin Una, N. Capa May, NJ 06204 



AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS AND RIFLES. 


SPECIFICATIONS: 

t*. NYLON WiaaiNO 
11 lLAITtC SHILL LOOPS 
FULLY ADJUSTABLE LlNOTH, WITH OO IWIVKLI 
pop iv (Militapy) swivels 
PON r (COHMINCIAU SWIVELS 
MATCHINO tO NO lANDOLIEN 
I NO. BUTTSTOCK AMMO CANNIEN 

I pKttf C*Mr l »M irOOf tnS CMhr ar 

twata afta* artarMf (NClVPf If SO Aailaf* 
ar *ra*r COO 

SATISf ACTION OX XIFUNO 


COBRA DEFENSE ACCESSORIES, LTD. 

P O Bo* 30035 • Midwest City. Oilshom* 73110 


114 II 

sat as 
suss 
lists 
11100 


Learn POLICE SCIENCES 
& LAW ENFORCEMENT 


rprepaie al ho me | 
1 in spare time— 
\ NO PREVIOUS 

TBMNWG 

necessary*. 


The LAW ENFORCEMENT COURSE 
Written by Experts Based on Actual 
Police Academy Training Programs! 

If police work sounds exciting...if 
crime prevention, helping others, 
and making the world a better place 
to live are important to you, send 
for free information about Police 
Sciences Institute. The experts on 
our staff have trained hundreds of 
|\^Zmen in resident police academies. 

Experts Show You What to Do, How to 
r Do it... Guide You Every Step of the Way! 

Everything explained in easy-to-understand language, 
complete with drawings, diagrams, charts and photos. 

You receive materials and instruments you need to actually 
learn by doing as you follow simple instructions. You'll learn 
everything from patrol procedures, criminal investigation 
techniques — fingerprints, photography, gathering evidence to 
traffic control, accident investigation, crowd control and 
making arrests. 


COURSE INCLUDES 3 BIG KITS 


CRIME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHY You receive 
camera, film, flash bulbs, batteries. 
FINGERPRINTING FIELD KIT Includes pow¬ 
der. brushes, fingerprint strips, 
sensitizing pad to lift latent 
fingerprints. 

EVIDENCE COLLECTION KIT 
Includes sampling pipette, col¬ 
lection bottles and baqs. slides 
and training microscope. 

Plus Traffic Investigation Field Kit, 
Drug Enforcement Fact Book, 
Illustrated Policemen’s Glossary. 

-CALL TOLL-FREE 



1 - 800 - 228 - 2028 /Dept. 3 Rso 4 i 

(Except in Nebraika call (402) 571-4900/EXT. 375 

CALL ANYTIME — Operators to take your 
call 24 hours a day. 7 days a week No cost 

OR MAIL_COUPONJpDAY__-^ 

Police Sciences institute, Dept. RS041 
4401 Birch Street. Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Please rush free facts that tell how I can learn 
Police Sciences at home. No obligation, no 
salesman will call. 



name ~ _ . . 


AGE 

ADDRESS 



CITY 

STATE 

7IP 





JEFF COOPER’S 

CiReWoRks 

A Gunsite Anthology 

The Ultimate Cooper 

Foreword by: Mel Tappan Illustrated by: Fred Lucas 

AVAILABLE NOW from Casebound $19.95 + $1.00 Postage 

the Dor^us pRess 

P.O. Box 578D • Rogue River, Oregon 97537 • (503) 582-1520 

Dealer Inquiries Invited. 

Books paid for with money orders or cashier’s check shipped within 24 hours. Personal checks must clear. 
Please include street address for UPS shipment. 


APRfL/81 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 87 























BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 64 



HK 91/93 Scope Mount 


$4095 

+ $1.50 Shipping 


Rings Included. 


No Drilling • No Tapping • Easy On 
Easy Off • Holds Zero • Scope & Base 
Is One Unit • Clamps On Receiver • No 
Protrusions • "See-Under" Type-Use 
Scope or Sights Without Change • Rugged 
Light Weight Military Type • Attractive • 
Matches Gun . 


■SQUARE CO. 

POST OFFICE BOX 11281 • FORT WORTH, TX. 76109 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
n -800-433-2909 


SALUTE 

The Lafayette Gun Club of 

Virginia, Inc. would like to 

recognize and express its appreciation to each of the sup- 

porters listed below for their contributions and direct support 

of the highly successful 1980 United States Practical Pistol 

Championship. We salute each of you for both your support 

and your kindness. 


Lafayette IPSC Championship Commission 

American Pistol Institute 

Lyman Products 

Bar-Sto Precision Machine 

Maryland Gun Works 

Behlert Custom Guns, Inc. 

Miniature Machine Co. 

Bianchi Gunleather 

O. F. Mossberg & Sons, Inc. 

Bo-Mar Tool & Mfg. Co. 

MTM 

Bullshooter s Supply 

Natchez Shooters Supplies 

Canadian Region IPSC 

Navy Arms Co. 

Chapman Academy 

Northeast Pistol Institute 

Chapman Mfg. Co. 

Numrich Arms Corp. 

Colonial Armory 

Pachmayr Gun Works 

Colt Firearms 

Police Marksman Assoc. 

Custom Design 

Price Combat Guns 

Dade Screw Machine 

Rogers Holsters 

Products 

Safety Direct, Inc. 

Dare Gun Room 

Jay Scott Grips 

G. Wm. Davis 

Second Chance 

Devel Corp. 

The Sho Gun Shop 

Essex Arms Corp. 

Shooting Times 

H. K. S. Tool Products 

Smith & Wesson, Inc. 

Hercules, U\c. 

Soldier Of Fortune 

Herrett's Stocks, Inc. 

Milt Sparks 

Hogue Combat Grips. 

Starlight Training Center 

Hornady Mfg. Co. 

Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc 

Jackass Leather Co. 

Targetworld 

Kolpin Mfg., Inc. 

Thompson/Center Arms 

George Lawrence Co. 

Dan Wesson Arms, Inc. 

Lenz Firearms Co. 

Wilson's Gun Shop 


O N JOINING FRANCE’S 
FOREIGN LEGION ... 

Want to join the French Foreign 
Legion? 

Tips for those interested in joining 
the Legion: Try to get some French 
language background before you go. 
Recent returnees from France indi¬ 
cate difficulties in finding English- 
speaking types at the Legion recruit¬ 
ing center. If you go to France, make 
sure you have money for a return 
ticket to the United States — some 
Yanks were rejected for enlistment 
and had to borrow money from 
friends to make it back home. 

Following is the address of the 
French Foreign Legion: 

French Foreign Legion 
Poste d’lnformation de la Legion 
B.P. 78—13673 


Aubagne, France 

We hope the above information will 
be helpful. 


M SC FORMED 

IN ILLINOIS ... 


Three midwest combat pistol clubs 
have formed the Midwest Shooters’ 
Coalition (MSC) to hold joint matches 
and other activities. The MSC mem¬ 
ber clubs are: Illinois Valley Firearms 
Association (IVFA), Northern Illinois 
Shooters Association (NISA) and the 
Outdoor Sportsman Practical Pistol 
League. 

The initial event was held 21 Sep¬ 
tember 1980 at the IVFA range in Uti¬ 
ca, III. More than 70 people competed 
in three events. 

Plans are being made for another 
match to be held in April 1981. It will 
be open to all qualified combat shoot¬ 
ers, regardless of club affiliation. 

For further information contact 
Larry Goldberg, Midwest Shooters’ 
Coalition, 7500 Elmhurst Road, Des 
Plaines, IL 60016 or call (312) 
680-8080. 


WARRIOR 

SOLID spuiw 


ONE OUNCE 
HEAVY DUTY 
ORIGINAL DESIGN 

$ 59.95 

alse available 
silver yhte S 58.95 

'**nd finder si m 

Siding Prices Subject 
To Change,, 



1 For iKi Mari 
Wh& is a 
Brad Bjiart 


CREATIVE HORIZONS 
Ml BOX \m 
PARKVELLE. MDlSISM 
818-5064 
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SECRET SOCIETY 

IN TIMES OF VOILENCE, SOCIAL 
DISORDER AND DESPAIR, MEN HAVE 
TRADITIONALLY JOINED SECRET 
SOCIETIES FOR SAFETY IN 
NUMBERS, STRENGTH THROUGH 
UNITY, AND MUTUAL SUPPORT! 

YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR MEMBER¬ 
SHIP IN AN EXCLUSIVE SECRET 
SOCIETY. THE GRAND COUNCIL HAS 
VOTED TO EXPAND ITS MEMBERSHIP 
IN NORTH AMERICA. 

FOR PARTICULARS WRITE: 

S.L. LEE, BOX 116, POSTAL STATION "A,” 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, CANADA R3K 1Z9 



MACHINE GUNS 
AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 

-FOR SALE TO SHOOTER 
OR COLLECTION— 


THOMPSONS. SCHMEISSERS 
S'TENS, B.A.R.S, M-16s, MG-34s & ,42s 
LEWIS GUNS. MAXIMS. WINCHESTERS. 
COLTS, SPANDAUS, AND MANY OTHERS. 
—LIVE OR OEWAT—ALL FEDERALLY 
REGISTERED AND TRANSFERABLE. 

SEND $5.00 FOR LARGE PHOTO-ILLUSTRATED 
BROCHURE OF GUNS. PRICES. LAWS, AND 
FACTS OF INTEREST: 


J. CURTIS EARL 

5512 NORTH SIXTH ST., PHOENIX AZ 85012 


The famous C.I.A. 
“Get out of jail free” card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. .Do not detain or question him! He is 
authored to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types .. 

“If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc... printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 

RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil’s Brigade 

Box 392 

Mt. Ida, Arkansas 71957 


LOCATE Missing Persons: Pro¬ 
fessional, proven secrets, track 
them down yourself, cheaply, 
easily!!! Moneyback guarantee. 
$4.99, postpaid; Long Survival 
Publications, 163-YY-2, Wame- 
go, KS 66547. 



Retailer Omega Group, Limited is pleased to an¬ 
nounce a Retail Display Plan available to all retailers 
Interested in earning a display allowance on Soldier 
of Fortune who purchase the magazine from sup¬ 
pliers other than Fiynt or the publisher. To obtain 
details and a copy of the formal contract, please 
write to Progressive Magazines, Inc., Director of 
RDA, P.O. Box 807, Glen Rock, NJ 07452. Under this 
plan, in consideration of your acceptance and fulfill¬ 
ment of the terms of the formal contract to be sent 
to you upon your request, you will receive a display 
allowance on all copies sold by you. This plan will 
become effective with all issues of Soldier of For¬ 
tune delivered to you subsequent to the date your 
written acceptance of the formal Omega Group, 
Limited Retail Display Agreement is received and 
accepted by our company. 


oil 

1^1 BEACHHEAD ... 

Reports from Vietnam say that 
some Western oilmen who have been 
working out of the old resort town of 
Vung Tau have left, but that others are 
still trying to establish a presence 
there. However, the scramble to get 
back into Vietnam after it went com¬ 
munist in 1975 has not borne fruit 
thus far. 

The three Western firms that had 
contracts for offshore drilling opera¬ 
tions were Deminex of West Ger¬ 
many, Agip Overseas Ltd. of Italy and 
Bow Valley Consortium of Canada. 

Soviet technicians reportedly re¬ 
placed most of the Westerners, but 
Western oilmen do not believe that 
the Soviets have the expertise to con¬ 
duct successful offshore drilling 
operations. This leads them to believe 
that Hanoi might still be open to fur¬ 
ther negotiations with Western firms. 

The Western oilmen say they be¬ 
lieve the Vietnamese would welcome 
the return of American offshore 
technology as a balancing factor in 
its international-trade relationships. 
However, this is forbidden at the mo¬ 
ment because of the existing U.S. em¬ 
bargo on commercial relations with 
Vietnam. 

The Western drillers say they 
believe there is plenty of oil offshore 
Vietnam and that it is only a matter of 
drilling in some new areas to bring it 
up. 



ATTENTION 

CHICAGO AREA READERS: 

Due to a shipping error, January 1981 
copies of Soldier of Fortune did not arrive 
in Chicago. Those Chicago-area readers 
desiring a copy of the January 1981 issue 
may obtain one by sending $2.50 to: 
Soldier of Fortune, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 
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... as British as gin 
and tonic ... as 
oriental as the 
carvings that decor- ^ 
ate the sheath and 
handle. No colonial 
gentleman would 
have walked the 
streets of Singa¬ 
pore or Mandalay without 
his sword canal The 
craftsmen who made 
these are about all gone. 
These are real collectors 
Items, carved from fa¬ 
mous shlsham wood, 
have stylized lion’s head 
as top decoration. You 
can use these as sturdy 
walking sticks. Sword Is 
good quality steel. Before 
^ long you may not be able 
p to get these at all. A great 
buy while they last at 
S24.95, we pay postage. 
Order by mail from: 

UNITED SAFETY SUPPLY 
310 W. 9th St. 

Kansas City, Mo., 64105 


Name _ 
Address. 

City_ 

State 


Zip 
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THE GREATEST LOST 
WILDERNESS THRILL 
IS NOW YOURS - 

MANTRACKING! 



MANTftACKfNG is the first book ever to teach you the ancient skill 
of tracking and signcutting. Famous frontiersmen of yesteryear 
dazzled the city slicker with this lost search tool, and now you can 
too! MANTRACKING carefully takes you through the unique Step- 
by-Step Melhpd' to trailing perfection and the greatest sense of 
satisfaction you've enjoyed in years. 120 pages. 36 illustrations, 
softbound 


Order now and save $1.00 off the regular price of $8.95 

Mail to: Search and Rescue Magazine 


Send me 
_copies 

Box 641 

Lompoc, CA 93438 
Name 


Street 


of Man- 
tracking at 

the Special 
Introductory 
Price of 

Hity 


State 

Zip 

(Calif, residents add 


$7.95 each. 

6% sales tax 



DEALER INQUIRIES 

WELCOMED 


MAGNIFICENT 

BRASS 

PAPERWEIGHT 


Full size replica of the Knuckle Duster 



ORDER TODAY! 

$7.95 postpaid 

Aluminum paperweight 
$3.95 postpaid 

For novelty paperweight use only. 
Net intended for any other use. 

Send check or M.O. to: 

BEST 

SPORTS SUPPLIER 

P.O. Box 4, Dept. 14 
Hazelwood, Mo. 63042 
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ADVENTURERS ... 

Sirs: 

My experience should be a red light for 
all SOFers. We are faced with an enemy as 
silent as a Ninja and as deadly as any VC. 
We have the means to contain it but usual¬ 
ly ignore it and become casualties — 
either dead or maimed. My recent en¬ 
counter with this killer made me aware of 
our vulnerability. 

Pm 45, a member of a top reserve unit 
with 28 years’ service. I’m not the man I 
was at 28 but have remained active. Even 
though I don’t jump out of airplanes 
every day, I do manage a four-mile speed 
walk every morning, warm-up exercises 
and weight lifting. I’ve been blessed with 
good health except for some broken bones 
and bruises that are to be expected in our 
business. Most of us, particularly the he- 
man type, ignore doctors unless we’re 
wounded or very ill — we think anything 
can be handled by a good, sharp Gerber 
or Colt Commander. 

In December, I was anticipating a 
short-term job in the Far East. It had been 
some time since Pd had a real physical. I 
made an appointment with an internist 
friend of mine. I told him where I was go¬ 
ing (not why) and that I wanted a real ex¬ 
am, not just a “turn-your-head-and- 
cough job.” The doctor started with the 
usual blood-pressure check. 


ATTENTION 
9MM SHOOTERS!! 

STOP PAYING HIGH PRICES FOR 9MM 
AMMO!! This is your last chance to buy 
high quality CZECH 9mm ammo at less 
than half the cost of commerical ammo. 

500 rounds—S54.95 postage paid UPS 
1,000 rounds—589.95 postage paid UPS 
5,000 rounds—$85.95 per 1,000 postage paid UPS 
10,000 rounds—$75.50 per 1,000 truck freight collect 
20,000 rounds—$69.95 per 1,000 truck freight collect 
50,000 rounds—$65.50 per 1,000 truck freight collect 
Sample box of 80 rounds—$10.00 postage paid UPS 

Czech manufactured in 1950-60s. Berdan 
corrosive primed. Near 100% reliable. 
Suitable for all 9mm pistols, semi auto 
MACs and all 9mm submachine guns. We 
have now sold over 1,000,000 rounds of 
this ammo with no complaints .. . only 
reorders. FFL license must accompany 
each order. If you are not a dealer, find a 
local dealer or gunshop who will accept 
shipment for you. Orders with certified 
check or money order are shipped same 
day they are received. Personal checks 
held 10 days. 

Semi-Auto MAC M10 pistols and carbines 
in stock, call for current availability and 
price. .45, 9mm, .380. These are pattern¬ 
ed after the infamous MAC-10 subma¬ 
chine gun but are available for purchase 
same as any pistol. 

QUALITY PRODUCTS CO. 

Division of Paragon S-S 
P.O. Box 301 
Romeoville, IL 60441 
(815) 725-9212. 
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I usually say, “Like a teenager’s, 
huh?” but this time the answer shocked 
the hell out of me. “Not hardly,” said the 
doctor. He took readings from both arms, 
waited until he did more of the exam and 
took it again. 

The previous May I’d had a blood-pres¬ 
sure check and the military doctor had 
remarked, “Yep, like a teenager — you’ll 
never have to worry about high blood 
pressure.” I took him at his word and 
later ignored the occasional ringing in my 
ears, headache and shortness of breath. I 
wrote the symptoms off to temporary 
stress. 

I am fortunate the enemy was caught in 
time. Many aren’t as fortunate. They have 
strokes, heart attacks or kidney failure 
and are left crippled or with months of 
rehabilitation — or in the small farm in 
the big local cemetery. 

Age or sex is no protection. Anyone can 
develop high blood pressure. It can be 
controlled but not cured. Some people are 
more prone to it than others but everyone 
is vulnerable. As SOFers, adventurers or 
plain guys, our best asset is our good 
health. After my experience, five of my 
associates went for physicals. Two of 
them had high blood pressure. SOFers, do 
yourself a favor and get your blood 
pressure checked — or better yet, have a 
complete physical check-up. It takes a 
healthy man to soldier. 

Sincerely, 

Lee Holt 

Arroyo Grande, California 

* 




PACK A .38 


THIS UNIQUE, LIMITED EDITION 
T-SHIRT WAS DESIGNED JUST FOR YOU 


You’ll feel comfortable 
and look fantastic 


At last! A shirt for gun 
lovers. Wear this top 
quality T-Shirt enhanced 
with our full color print of 
a Coll. 38 Special "packed 
into your belt." 

• Expertly silk-screened 

• Will not fade, crack, 
peel or discolor 

• Hanes top quality 50/50 
polyester/cotton 

• Full color, blue steel 
walnut grips, “Nicker’ 
trim. Ruger Eagle. 

• Light blue shirt, sharp 
navy blue trim. 

• Our trusted, money- 
back guarantee 

PRINTED T-SHIRT 
small, mod., large, 
extra large 

$ 5.95 Plus $1.00 

post, and hndlg. 

ORDER 2 OR MORE 
and we pay postage 
SPECIFY QTY. AND SIZE WHEN ORDERING 

INNOVATIVE PRODUCTS CO. 

P.O.BOX Mil CORAL SPRINGS, FL MOM 


Dealer Inquires Invited 


STRAIGHT TWINING CGNTGf 

SPECIALISTS IN WEAPONS TRAINING 

Join the many who have improved their shooting skills. Learn from the pros how to 
handle firearms safely and proficiently in many and varied situations, Be able to see 
and fire the newest and most efficient weapons on the mkt. today. We offer courses 
ranging from basic firearms instruction to high stress defensive combat shooting. 
Only the finest and most advanced equipment and techniques are used in our 
police anti-sniper program, Because of demand we now offer courses on survival 
weapons and their use, covering all aspects, from defending your retreat to living 
off the land. 

For brochure , send $1.00 to. 

Starlight Training Center 

Rte. 2, Box 68 Liberal, MO 64762 



NOIJCENsERpq 

; us* SURVIVAL ^ 

JSH h unting 

&Etn.38& as* 

SILENT. POWER FL’I*, ACCURATE. HITS _ 

Thrillingsport! Kills varmints, pests. Defense. ideal gift Compressed breath gives amazing power. 200 ft. 
Astound fnends! Rugged .38 caJ. precision aluminum, rubber grips. Pierces ‘V plywood. Speed 300 ft sec 
iy! Has 100 steel darts fkit) cam'case, i ns true linns. Compart 4Vjn. model $8.97! PopularSVi ft.$9.97! Magi 



$j93£ n *' 


T.EBlTLhl. Improved versicxiotfamous 


GUARANTEED 15 YEARS' 


t. range iz e; 

,_ — r . * Pt'sec,NotaJ'i- 

toylHas 100 steel darts (kit) carTy case, instructions. Compart 4Vin. model $8.97! PopularSVi ft. $9,971 Magnum 6‘ r.i = z- 
$10.97!Extradarts$3.50.for 100!$5.95 200!$14 500!S26M!SuperBONUSBUY2gunsgetB00darts.sling.quiver, j| ==‘ 
patches, camouflage, taigets.^cany box ($22 FreeJ 1 . B1 T Y _3 SAME* clearung j-od j- 900 f$32_Free)! BUY 4 ‘ 

AddSl, . 
back if not delighted. 

VTSA/Maater Charge 



0uy <*rBct from manufacturer 

___ _ . MUSTSTOfTOBEnEVE 

CARO order* ONLY: CALL TOLL FREE NOW 24 hr*: 800-824-7888:AK Hawaii 800-824-7919. Ask tor operator 720 


; Telephone Listening Device 


Record telephone con versa* ions in your office or home Connects 

between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone or 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service 




Super Powerful Wireless Mic 

10 times more powerful than other mics. Transmits up tomalel 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit 15V battery (not incl.) I 
Can (SOS) 725-1000 or tond $18.95 + $1.00 chipplnfl per Item 
to UK Corp., P.O.Box T- 20S2, Melbourne, FL 32901. COD'* 1 
accept For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and other] 
specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp 


she tcu' 

Each 

$ 18.95 

Oly Disc Avail 
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Randall and Custom Knives 



guaranteed by our return policy. Complete 
coupon and send $2 for glossy color photos 
and detailed list. 


NORDIC KNIVES 
1634C-4 COPENHAGEN DRIVE 
SOLVANG, CA. 93463 


RUSH Photos and List to: 

Name_ 

Address _ 

City _State. 

□ $2 enclosed. Zip_ 


-J 


THE 

MX MILITARY EXCHANGE 

If it's military, MX is for you! MX is the international 
monthly paper to advertise your sales and find your 
bargains. MX covers alt arms, vehicles, equipment, 
and supply - land, sea, and air. $6.00 for 12 month¬ 
ly issues. Act now and you get a FREE 20 word clas¬ 
sified ad (at our 9C per word rate). Our low classified 
and display ad rates are attractively priced and can't 
be beat! MX, The Military Exchange, P. 0. Box 3, 
Dept. SF . Torrington, CT 06790. 



NAZI S-S Officer’s BeH Buckie 

Hand finished in fine silver plate (with fasteners modified to fit 
any T%” belt). Only 
$13.00 postpaid. Our New 
224 page fully illustrated 
relic collectors catalog - 
$3.00 free with order. 
W.W. #2 Ltd. 

Box 2063 Dept. F 
St. Louis, MO 63158 
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CLASSIFIES 



REQUIREMENTS 76$ per word per Insertion, Including 
name and address — Minimum oharge $15.00. Personals 
are 25$ per word, $5.00 minimum. Copy must be accom¬ 
panied by remittance. Mall to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80308. Insertion 
will not be made without payment. All ads must be re¬ 
ceived with advence payment by not later than the 15th 
of the fourth month preceding date of issue. For exam¬ 
ple, the closing date for the April issue Is December 15. 
We reserve the right to delete or change any copy which 
we determine to be objectionable. Please type or print all 
ads. We do not furnish proofs. Include name end ad¬ 
dress In counting number of words. Post office, tip code 
and stete count as one word. Abbreviations such ae A.P., 
20mm, U.S., etc. count as one word. Hyphenated words 
are counted as two words. Readers of classified adver¬ 
tising are advised that 80F magazine does not have the 
ability to verify validity of every advertisement ccntelned 
herein. Should any reader have e problem with producte 
or services offered by a classified advertiser, he should 
seek esslstanoe from his nearest Postel inspector. 


GUNS AVAILABLE AT WHOLESALE AND MANUFAC¬ 
TURERS PRICES. Confidential Suppliers List SB,00. Hor- 
ton, Box 06332SF, Milwaukee, Wl 53208. (46) 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, Individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
dear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J, Pedergnana, Jr., 1034 So. Claremont, 
Chicago, IL 60612. (42)__ 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45.00 
complete, ready to use. Wynn Engineering Co., 8600 
Hammerly, Suite 509, Houston. TX 77080; (713) 464*8170. 
Catalog of related devices. $2.00 (43) 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3/32” diameter, water- 
prpof. 10 feet $1.00 — 34 feet $3.00 — 58 feet $5.00 
postpaid. Other goodies. Catalog 25c. Zeller Enterprises, 
Drawer W-2X, Wlcksnburg, AZ 85358. (49) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price lists, send $1.00 to 
ACE FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (42) __ 

VIETNAM CATALOG NO. 1. Including a free copy of a 
photo booklet "Vietnam photos." $2.00 postpaid. World 
War II catalog No. 7 $2.00 postpaid. War Shop, Rd No. 1, 
Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. (43) 

WANTED: PATRIOTS, especially veterans, who see the 
coming national crises and desire to be prepared. Write 
for free Information to CHRIST!AN-PATRIOTS DEFENSE 
LEAGUE or CITIZENS EMERGENCY DEFENSE SYSTEM, 
Box 565K, Flora, IL 62839 or call (618) 665-3937 day or 
night. Attend free weekend Freedom Festivals and Con¬ 
ferences in June and September on 55-acre Estate with 
over 30 classes In Food, Shelter, Clothing, Defense, and 
Finances. Free camping. Fifteen hundred from forty 
states attended last conference. ACT NOW — TIME IS 
SHORT. (48) 

CRIME FIGHTERS send $1.00 lor Illustrated police 
catalog. B—PEC, Dept. SF380, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, 
CA 90 706. (42) _ 

VIETNAM CATALOG (including a free copy of a photo 
booklet "Vietnam Photos”) $2.00. War two catalog $2.00, 
War Shop, Route 1, Box 154. Milford, DE 19963. (45) 

HANDCUFFS — Smith & Wesson $22.50 pair. Two 
$38.00. Leg irons $28.50 set. G. Noramaco, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul, MN 55175. (45) _____ _ 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Lockpicking, crime, police manuals, 
fake ID. survival, unusual weapons, Investigative and 
undercover techniques, life extension, strange 
philosophies, much more! Beat book catalog In the 
world! 500 titles In huge illustrated catalog! Only $2.00. 
Loompanics, Box 264, Mason, Ml 4B854. (45) 

NEED NEW ID? Get government-lssusd ID, new credit, 
batter jobs, new life! Complete book catalog 25$ EDEN 
PRESS. Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (45) 

LE MERCENAIRE1 Monthly newsletter for professionals. 
Hard Intelligence on Terrorism, Communist subversion, 
Mercenary actlvltlas. Sampla $1.00 or $10.00 per year. 
$13.00 overseas. 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 80608. (51) 


FIND OUT WHAT the liberal media won't tell youl Be up- 
to-date on national and International events, Subeorlbe 
to the Dally News Digest for the stories that don't oome 
out of Washington and New York. To obtain this weekly 
digest of Information, send $15 for a 5-week trial 
subscription. A one-year subscription costs $125, or elx 
months for $89. Send to Box 39027 — SOF, Phoenix, AZ 
86089, or oall 1-800-528-0559. (TO)_ 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRSI Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, flags, uniforms, everything! Illustrated 
oatalog $10 bill (refundable). Disco. Box 331-X, Cedar* 
bug, Wl 53012, (47)_ 

BADGE COLLECTORS send 75$ for list of railroad, fire, 
and law badges or $5.00 for next 12 monthly lists. B-PEC, 
Dept, 8F58Q, 9889 Alondra Blvd,, Bellflower, CA 90706. 
(42)__ 

MOST EXTENSIVE CATALOG of unusual & fascinating 
books on creative revenge, weaponry, survival, silencers, 
lockamlthlng, guerrilla warfare and morel $1,00. Paladin 
Press, Box I307-6FC, Boulder, CO 80308, (42)_ 

8MALL ARMS MUNITIONS FACTORY AT HOME. High 
volume tools to back up your firepower. Wholesale 
catalog $9.95 + survival foods, water purifiers, "How to 
Information," (Starf)re) Box 1087 SOF, San Fernando, CA 
9134Q (213/365-4450). (44)_ 

WWII GERMAN NEWSREELS, Krlegsmarlne films, rare 
Third Reich features, Allied documentaries, Contem¬ 
porary Soviet army filme on video cassettes. Send stamp 
for free Illustrated brochure. International Historic 
Filme, P.O. Box 29036, Chicago, IL 60629. (49)_ 

ATTENTION TEAMS, squads, Special Forces, short run 
custom belt buckles with your logo my specialty. Solid 
sandcast silicon bronze, all hand finished. Brochure 
available. Buckles by Mike, 1225 Manzanlta, Dept. SOF, 
Los Angeles, CA 90029, (42) 

NEVER BEFORE IN PRINT! KUNG FU. Can your Chi be 
felt 25 fast away? “KUAN SHU: The Ancient Taoist Box¬ 
ing” shows how It can be done. Taolet Internal Kung Fu; 
no meditation or breathing exercises. Send certified 
check or money order to SHANNACH, 432 South 51 
West Avenue, Tulsa. OK 74127. $8.95 per copy. (44) 

MONOGRAPHS, an extension of "Kuan Shu.” Each Mon¬ 
ograph takes a certain aspect of the bssic study and 
gives more data and exercises to expand your training. 
#1 "CHI," #2 "STANDING," #3 "USE OF CHI TO 
DEVELOP PUNCHING,” #4 "FORMS," #5 "THE CLOSED 
FIST,” #6 "FORM AND NO-FORM." Send certified check 
or money order to SHANNACH, 432 South 51 West Ave¬ 
nue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $2.50 each or full set of 8 only 
$12.00. (44) 

KNIFE FIGHTERS - "CORSICAN STEEL,” complete 
manual of exercises for the knife fighters. Tips and 
techniques of Marseille street fighters. NEW! Send cer¬ 
tified chock or money order to SHANNACH, 432 South 
51 West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $8.95 each. (44) 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVEX 
SATIONS? Telephone eavesdropping Indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.00. automatic phone recorder 
$125.00, FM telephone wireless transmitter $100.00, 
long-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00. 
special listening devices from $50.00, automatic 
recorder switches $40.00, new 1981 catalog $2.00- Wynn 
Engineering Company, 8800 Hammerly, Suite 509, Houe- 
ton, TX 77080, COD Hot Line (713) 464-8170. (42) 

OPEN LOCKED CAR DOORS1 This amazing device 
opens locked car doors fasti Instructions Included. 
Money-back guarantee. $8.95 to Midcontinental Design. 
Dept. 19-6c, P.O. Box 2384 Loop Station, Minneapolis, 
MN 55402. (44) 

,60 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your den, gun 
room, place of business with Impressive and unique wall 
display of authentic .50 cal. shells 5 Vi” long, complete 
wlh Intact copper projectiles, no powder. Original 1943-4 
Frankford Arsenal War Issue, Including steel links for 
continuous belt. Excel, condition. Super large 100 
rounds nearly 9 ft. long $53.50 plus $8.00 shipping; 50 
rds. $29.50 plus $4.00; 26 rds. $17.50 + $3.00. Also have 
20mm. Joe Jellnek, 1201F Cottags Grove, Chicago 
Heights, IL 80411. (312) 758-2183. 


FORMER SOG GROUPIE AVAILABLE. Some old Tea and 
Biscuit Company contacts as well as some PM activity. 
WM, 6\ 202 lbs., 38. Physically fit, mentally outrageous, 
morally questionable, philosophically strong. Will ac¬ 
cept some Red, White and Blue work, domestic olvll* 
lan/mllltary, Whatever. Uaual disclaimer of no Illegal 
work. Usual feee. Gavin, 256 So. Robertson, Beverly 
Hills, CA 90211.(43)_ 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Stops up to Ml8, AK-47. Weighs 
2Vi pounds. Prioed $85.00 up. CWS Enterprises, 3824 
Kidd, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96818. (45) _ 

CASINO JOBS, Glamour. High Pay. Employment Details: 
$4. Switzer, POB 72B-B, Glen Burnle, MD 21081. (42) 

ON THE MOVE? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5 a month. Not a box number but your own address and 
suite number. Also available-phone number, remalllng, 
mall forwarding and more. For Info contact THE 
BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, Phoenix, AZ 85029, 
(602) 993-7534, (42) 

BADGES, police, fire and security, made to order. 
Catalog $1.50. Harrla, Box 19756, Las Vegas, NV 89119, 
(43)_ 

UNIQUE FINANCIAL SERVICE. PhD directed. Straight 
facts and services to gain financial Independence, per¬ 
sonal wealth. Free brochure. Achievement/Worldwide, 
P.O. Box 849-F, Sanford, FL 32771. (43) 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL le possible. Free booklet. 
Life Science Systems, Box 299S, Livermore, CA 94550. 
(46)___ 

NFA WEAPON (MACHINE GUN) RESTORATION AND 
REPAIR. Class II manufacturer has complete shop 
facilities for restoring, converting, and repairing auto 
weapons Including blueing and parkerlzlng. We're look¬ 
ing for registered “Dewats,” demllled receivers, and 
other desirable auto weapons. Let us know your needs, 
send SASE for quotes. Metrotech, Ltd., 2908 W. Rt. 120, 
McHenry, IL 80050. (815) 385-4420 ask for Bill,_ 

PILOT COURIER BODYGUARD escort and chauffeurlng 
services available. Qualifications on request. Contact; 
Greg, P.O. Box 267, Gardena, CA 90247. (43)_ 

SURVIVE with long term storage foods. No nonsense, 
top quality freeze dried and dehydrated foods by the 
pouch, cen, caee, or multi-case survival unit. Free price 
lists. C. Berresford, P.Q. Box 242, Beaver, PA 15009. (44) 

FOOD STORAGE — Confidential shipment nationwide. 
Send for free catalog. Long Life Survival Food Products, 
Inc., 1123 SF Plnehurst, Rd., Dunedin, FL 33528. phone 
(813) 733-5608 IBOM. (43) 

FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC -"Weapons, uniforms, 

German and Japanese relics, swords, pistols. Illustrated 
catalog, $5. BONUS — Free Japanese WWII relic with 
catalog, RELICS, Box 361-DN, Cambridge, MN 55008. 
( 43) __ 

PRECISION TIME DELAY CIRCUIT. Adjustable to 3 
years! Plans $5; parts under $10. Custom Design Ser¬ 
vice. Detweller Labs, 5429 W. Geddes Ave., Littleton, CO 
80123. (43) 

AUTHENTIC RHODESIAN CAMMIES, INSIGNIA, and 

other Items, Write for list. Ed Rosenhlum, 1844 E. 14 St.. 
Brooklyn, NY 11229.___ 

STRAIGHT RAZORS, surgical steel, $8 each, 2 for $15 
ppd. Trader Joe, P.O. Box 809, Dillon, SC 29536. 

OFFICIAiTflAGS ALL ARMED FORCES, Rayon, Desk 

size, Including base $1.91 each. American made. Same 
for all nations. Old Windsor Distributors. Rd. 2, New 
Windsor, NY 12550. (44)_ 

SPECIAL FORCES TRAINING—OFFICERS COURSE - 
Devoioped/lssusd by USAIMA, Fort Bragg. Covers Dem- 
olltlon/Exploalves, Intelligence. Guerrilla Operatlone, 
more. $300, prefer cash. Suggest registered mall. 
Delivery Guaranteed. F. Allen, Bom 4825, Compton, CA 
90224. (43) ____ 

PATTON — General Pattons FAMOUS Stirring Speech 
during WWII, Frameable for den or office. Only $5.00. W. 
Convllle, P.O. Box 7933. Philadelphia, PA 19101. (42) 

COURIER, DRIVER, AND DELIVERY SERVICE, may I 

help you? "Checker", P.O, Box 126, Buffalo, NY 14223. 
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AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS AND UNIT HISTORIES our 
specialty. Free List. The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 
31Q7H, Nashville, TN 37219. (46) 

30F CONVENTION VIDEO TAPE. A Two-hour tape of the 
Columbia convention; speeches, shooting match, inter¬ 
views, banquet, awards. $24.96 plus $1.00 postage to: 
BATS, 933 Central Ave„ Alameda, CA 94501 .(43) _ 

VIDEO PHOTOGRAPHERS: Will go anywhere, tape any¬ 
thing. Contact BATS, 933 Central Ave,, Alameda, CA 
94001, (43) _ 

THROWING KNIFE SPECIAL! "Pro Thro" throwing knife 
with perfect balance. 10” overall, stainless steel blade 
and rosewood handles. Sheath included $7.95 — 7Vfe” 
overall “Pro Thro" $6.95 or both for $12,95.3 piece knife 
sot, each 7" overall with sheath $5.95. Malayan throwing 
knife, 10” overall with instructions $2.95.24 page profes¬ 
sional knife throwing book $1.95. Please Include $1.50 
postage and handling. Duffy Enterprlaes, P.O. Box 102* 
Bayville, NJ QB721, (43) __ _ 

FOOD-SURVIVAL & STORAGE. Distributor prices. Lead¬ 
er In quality dehydrated nitrogen packaging. An inflation 
fighter too — Send for free Information: Four J Dlst., 
19015 Arnnlngton, El Paso, TX 79927, (42)_ 

BE LEAN AND MEAN with our easy to follow photo Il¬ 
lustrated guide to physical fitness and hand to hand 
combat. Six conditioning exercises to toughen up, plus 
hand-to-hand combat techniques that get to the point. 
ORDER THIS FINE LIMITED EDITION NOW. Send $3.95 
U.S. currency (allow 4 weeks delivery for checks) to: R&R 
ENTERPRISE, Dept. SF81F, P.O. Box 1209, San Bruno, 
CA 94066. (42) _ 

TASER ELECTRONIC DEFENSE WEAPON: Featured on 
TV’s “That’s Incrediblel’VNBC Nightly News. More ef¬ 
fective than .38 caliber pistol. Army/Government-tested. 
Foreign rights available. (Enclose S.A.S.E.). Quality Crea- 
tlons, 2801 Blscayne, Youngstown, OH 44505, (44) 

SELLING MY U.S. Millitary medal collection. All genuine. 
Medals of Honor In presentation case. Army $350, Air 
Force $350, Navy-Marine Corps $375; Purple Heart $25; 
Bronze Star $20; Army Commendation $12; Meritorious 
Service $12; Air Medal $10; Army Good Conduct $10; 
Korean Service $10; Vietnam Service $7; Vietnam Cam¬ 
paign $10. Add postage stamp as trade item, and $2 
postage. S.A.S.E. for free list. Martin Ledermann, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146.__ 

WANTED: Patriotic men and women, especially veter¬ 
ans, who see the decline and possible collapse of our 
social, political, economic and military structure to help 
staff, operate, and train others for survival at scores of 
emergency gathering points made available by Patriots 
throughout the United States for this specific purpose. 
For details contact the CHRiSTIAN-PATRIOTS DE¬ 
FENSE LEAGUE or CITIZENS EMERGENCY DEFENSE 
SYSTEM, Box 565E, Flora, IL 62839, or call (618) 
685-3937, day or night. (46)__ 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC — Free original German 
WWII relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German 
flags, uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Il¬ 
lustrated catalog, only $5. MILITARIA, Box 21-DN, Gran- 
dy, MN 55029. (43)____ 

LIVE RECORDINGS! Special Forces Recon Team res¬ 
cued under fire during the Vietnam war. Five different 
rescues on ninety minute cassette, $10.00; R.J.R., Rt. 3, 
Box 2538, Magnolia, TX 77355. (42)_ 

TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World's finest tattooing equip 
ment. Over twenty years of reliability. Designs, inks, 
needles, machines, tattoo books, everything for the Tat- 
tooist. Buy where the professionals buy. 76 page color 
catalog $3.00. Spaulding & Rogers Mfg., Dept. SF, Voor- 
heesville, NY 12186. (48)__ 

SPECIAL SERVICES: mercenary, armed couriers, ex¬ 
ecutive bodyguards, salvage operations, commando 
raids, any high risk mission possible. Professionals 
ready to serve you. Contact: PAINTER, 3027 Ruth Street, 
Rockford, IL 61103. (43)_ 

STREET FIGHTING PSYCHOLOGY self hypnosis train¬ 
ing, exercise awareness, $3 U.S. postal money order only 
SASE 2 stamps, P.O. Box 140, Three Bridges, NJ 08887. 

m _ 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MERCENARIES 
Invites you to join us now. Are you seeking a life of 
adventure? Register with other brothers of adventure 
worldwide. For free information and application form, 
send self-addressed stamped envelop to: I.B.O.M., P.O. 
Box 5f, Richboro, PA 18954- (43)__ 

CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the .44 Magnum. 
Weight 2Vz lbs. Free brochure. Write: SES (SF-3), 60 
Madison Street, Geneva, NY 14456. (44) 

HIGH PAYING JOBS!I Overseas, domestic, offshore, on¬ 
shore. Send $1.00 for details. ICA, Box 73542T. Houston, 
TX 77090. (43) _ 

APOCALYPSE NO! Street to Retreat Survival — Hottest 
new book. Gusty, honest, right now answers for 1980s. 
$5.95 postpaid. Meino Press, Box 866, Van, TX 75790. (42) 


HOMESTEAD YOUR BASE CAMP ON FEDERAL LAND. 

$1.25 per acre! Federal Homestead Regulations $2.00. 
Homestead, P.O. Box 5741-SOF, Yuma, AZ 35364. (42) 

SCANNER OWNERS: "Top Secret Registry of OS. 
Government Radio'Frequencies" Unique book reveals 
15,000+ frequencies: FBI, Customs, FCC, CIA, Border, 
Immigration, Treasury, Prisons, Secret Service, ATF, 
military, etc, $6.95 ppd., CRB Research, Box 56-SF, Com- 
mack, NY 11725.(43) _^ 

GASOLINE RATIONING! The crisis is upon the horizon, 
yet few are prepared. ARE YOU? Comprehensive report, 
plus extensive Survival Catalog; $1.00. Gleerllght 
Marketing, Box 2362-J, Phoenix, AZ 85002, (44) 

ROTTWEILER GUARD DOGS - The most sought after 
name In personal proteotlon. For more Information send 
$1.00 and a self-addressed stamped envelope to: ROT- 
TWEILER, P.O. Box 57, Two Harbors, MN 65616. (44) 

KILL OR BE KILLED. Train with professional expert in 
lethal methods of close quarter hand-to-hand combat. 
Combatant use of “Specialty Weapons" also taught. 
Tough No Bullshit Training. “Results Guaranteed." 
These programs are second to none. For Brochure send 
$5,00 to: Charles Hoffman, 64 Main St., Tuckahoe, NY 
10707. ______ 

LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: professional, proven se¬ 
crets. . .track them down yourself.. .cheaply, easily!!! 
Moneyback guarantee...$4.99 — Postpaid... Long 
Survival Publications, 163-Y3, Wamego, KS 66547, 

MOONSHINE WHISKEY. Old mountain recipe for mak¬ 
ing and ageing. Illustrated booklet. $3.00 Fields, Route 
IF, Adamsvllle, TN 38310. 

BOXING SECRETS FOR THE BAR-ROOM BRAWLER. 
Unique step-by-step course. $4. Boxing, P.O. Box 9388, 
Canton, OH 44711. 

SURVIVA LI ST' SSHO P PI NgTi ST - Learn what you 

need to survive a “situation,” the first winter — and 
beyond! Send $4.95 for large list to: R. Mahoney, P.O. 
Box 10653, Pittsburgh, PA 15235. 

ThF SURVIVOR'S HANDBOOK. Easy to follow dfrec- 

tlons on making silencers, stun guns, explosives, 
poisons, knockout gases, and others. Also Lockpicking 
and new I.D.’s $7.95. Diamond Custom Publishing. P.O. 
Box 41051, Chicago, IL 60641,___ 

VIET LEAF CAMO material 100% cotton rlpstop. Low as 
$2.00/yd. Send $1.00 for sample and details. Outpost 
Sales, P.O. Box 155, Ridgefield Park, NJ 07860. 

WIRETAP #CIA-X9 Transmitts conversations on any 
telephone, Instantly! Satisfaction guaranteed) Im¬ 
mediate delivery! Send $9.95 each: Emporium, Box 6396, 
Wheeling, WV 26003. 

COSMEC CIPHER SQUARES/Authenticatlon Tables (26 
per) booklet — $25.00, 2 for $40.00. Random Number 
Cipher Pads (2)-$100.00, Cipher Matrlx-$7.00,2 for $12.00. 
Brochure-S.50. TAC-COM, P.O. Box 3255, York, PA 17402. 

AUSTRALIAN SOF, Ex-Armoured Corps Assault Trooper, 
Seeks employment in security field but will consider 
anything, anywhere. Contact: S.J. Brasher, Heywood 
Cresent, Broadmeadows, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, 
3047. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws, both $3.00. Police catalog $2.00. Schles- 
singer, 415 East 52nd St., New York, NY 10022. 

CASSETTES. Gen. Ralph Haines gives testimony $4.00 
donation. Free cassette lending library, $5.00 donation 
for membership. Christian messages for todays violent 
world. Send today. Timothy Brackett, 4864 Rosepark, 
House Springs, MO 63051. 

NO ASSEMBLyTiN EJ UN K/Martlal ArtsWeapons send 

$1.00 for price list to Martial Supplies, Dept. SFP, P.O. 
Box 644, Lorain, OH 44052.__ 

NUNCHAKIS BROKEN? Restring single or double, 
quickly and easily. Send $1.00 for instructions to Martial 
Supplies, Dept. SFN, P.O. Box 644, Lorain, OH 44052. 

BLUEPRINT FOR PROTECTION. Blueprints of 3 Martial 
Arts Weapons. Send $3.00 to Martial Supplies, Dept. 
SFB, P.O. Box 644, Lorain, OH 44052. 

QUALITY KNIVES, Gerber MK I $45.00, MK I Presenta¬ 
tion $85.00, MK II $55.00, MK II Presentation $90.00, 
Guardian $40.00. AG Russel Sting i wood $47.00, Sting I 
black micarta $55.00, Sting II wood $57.00, Sting II black 
mlcarta $62.00. Al Mar Fang $90.00, Eagle $80.00, Bus- 
sard $100.00. All above knives include sheath, shipping 
$2.00 first knife .50 each additional COD MO CK. A.LM,, 
P.O. Box 94102, Houston, TX 77018, (713) 682-5549. 

THE RELIGION OF ODIN — A HANDBOOK. The story of 
the ancient faith of northern Europe. Ceremonies, 
beliefs, history of worshipers of Thor and Odin. Only 
book of its kind, 155 pages, 9 Illustrations, soft cover, 
$8.95. Viking House, P.O- Box 160, Lake City, MN 55041. 
(43)_ 

THOMPSON M1A1, M3 Grease guns, Bar’s steel ma¬ 
chined Gl Replicas, details $1.00, John Cassidy, 120 W. 
Julianna, SF, Churchvllle, PA 18986. 


GERMAN WWII RUBBER STAMPS! Waffen SS Skull 
$6.95. Eagle-Swastika $6.95. Also, U.S, & Gov’t. Seals for 
I.D.’s, etc. Catalog $1.00. Ruberstamps, P.O. Box 849, 
Pulaski, VA 24301. _ 

BECOME DUAL NATIONAL - the New Republic of 
Aryan, Pacific islands Is actively seeking new citizens of 
European ancestry. For information and application 
send $3 to: East-West Services, 1717 N. Highland Ave., 
Suite 701 -RA, Los Angeles, CA 90028. 

SHORTWAVE RADIOS! Listen to the world on Short- 
wave! Free catalog of quality shortwave equipment and 
free advice! RADIO WEST. 4317 Purer Rd. ( Dept. A., 
Escondido, CA 92025. (714) 741-2891. 

HANDCUFFS! Peerless Nickel or Blue $18.95, Leg Irons 
$28.95, S&W Maximum Security Handcuffs $29.60. 
Order! Deco Products, “Q" Box 42808, #151, Houston, 
TX 77042. 

HIGHLY TRAINED AGENTS AVAILABLE for varied con¬ 
tracts. Offering courier service, Investigations, rescue, 
recovery, repossession, undercover, body guards, and 
mercenary. Rex Long, P.O. Box 126, Buffalo, NY 14223. 

AIRBORNE — Students of military, collectors, Limited 
quantity. The Return to Corregidor. Official report. 
Harold Tempfeman, 1833 Woodstock Circle, N.W., 
Salem, OR 97304. $12.95 Check cr M.O. only. Postpaid. 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Cross of Gallantry or Campaign 
Medal Certificates of Decoration. $3.00 each, both $5.00. 
John Berndsen, 909 Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED - Will do any job, any where 
for right price, total discretion, write: Pope, 2427 Pearl 
Lane, Apt. #A, Chamblee, GA 30341. Send Telephone 
Number. 

FOR HIRE; Ex-regular army officer, captain, 8-yeara ser¬ 
vice, age 30. Special Forces qualified, Commanded pla¬ 
toons and companies of airborne Infantry, combat 
engineers, cavalry. Speak French, Spanish, English. 
Licensed blaster. Overseas contracts only. Box 661, Nor* 
rls, TN 37826.__ 

TAX SLAVES Got enough gute to fight the communist In¬ 
come tax? Send $10 for your copy of IT AIN’T RAPE UN¬ 
LESS YOU STRUGGLE, P.O. Box 4234, Pasadena, TX 
77502. 90-Day money back guarantee. 

A VIKING'S RELIGION — Proud of your Northern Euro¬ 
pean heritage? Concerned about the decline of our cul¬ 
ture? If you're into courage, liberty, and kinship, Odlnism 
may be for you. Odin and Thor live! We have no master! 
AFA, Dept. SOF, 3400 Village Avenue, Denalr, CA 95316. 

WANTED! Crests from the U.S. Special Forces. 
Especially Baret Patches from the last three years. Send 
description and price to: D. Hotzon, 2022-40th Street, SE, 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada. 

CZECH %-LENGTH CAMOUFLAGE PARATROOP 
SMOCK, $12.95; HK91 Leather Magazine Pouch, $4.95; 
French Camouflage Shelter Quarter, $11.95, 2/S18.95; 
British Denim Battle Jacket, $8.95. Add $2.00 for UPS. 
DEEP RIVER ARMORY, Dept. TFC, 5703 Chimney Rock, 
Houston, TX 77081._ 

MAN FOR HIRE. Expert In small arm’s, short term one 
man operation’s only. Ail calls kept confidential. I’ll do 
the job right. Call (509) 966-4702 or write to Stone, Rt. 1, 
Box 615, Naches, WA 98937. 

BASE TO UNIT 10: "Your past Is worth money!" We write 
and sell books. Results Guaranteed!! One stamp brings 
unlimited financial opportunities. Or how about a deck 
of “Marked Cards" for real entertainment; only $4.50 ea. 
(3 for $11.95). You’ll love them ... Pennsylvania Suc¬ 
cess, Box 14190-41SF, Philadelphia, PA 19138. 

THE SECRET FILE on John Birch. A really good bio- 
graphy containing recently declassified material. This 
life of Capt. Birch tells of hfs service with Flying Tigers 
and reveals details of the conflict between generals 
Chenault and Stillwell. This Is his story from childhood 
until he was murdered by communists in China, what he 
lived for and how he died. 231 pages with map and 
photos. $5. Postage paid, B.B.&G.S., 1800 W. Galbraith 
Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45239. 

GENUINE ITALIAN STILETTOS! Bayonet style lock 
blades. Small, 4” steel blade, 8-7/8" overall, $10.95. 
Medium, 5" steel blade. 11" overall, $14.95. Large, 6" 
steel blade, 13-14” overall, $18 95, Include $1.50 postage 
and handling to: Duffy Enterprises, P.O. Box 102, Bay- 
vllle, NJ 06721. (43) _ 

SMOKE BOMBS. Professional. No duds or surplus, 
100% fresh. Guaranteed. Giganl/c 8,000 cubic ft., $35 
dozen. Howelabs, Folly Beach, SC 29439. (44) 

SAVE AMERICA FROM COMMUNISM — two year study 
shows how ‘Red Rules for Revolution* are working in 
America. Rejected by eleven book publishers, now 
author-published at last. The real enemy exposedU 
$10.00, Herman Publishing, 15736 Lorain, Cleveland, OH 
44111.(44) 

PROJECT PHOENIX - The most secret CIA/MACSOG 
operation of the Vietnam war. The real story from official 
military records. $5.00 per copy. SGT. Rod Hinsch, 9022 
Poplar Ave.. Cotetl. CA 94928. , 
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GET THE EDGE! Our manuals are in use internationally 
and by U.S. Military Forces! Still availabe are “Viet-Cong 
Mines and Booby Traps" — $8.95; and "Ambush!” — 
$7.95; now introducing “Henley’s Book of Formulas" — 
everthing from perfume to dynamite! (2 lbs. Ship. Weight 

— $8.95); The "Seven Language Dictionary" — French, 
Italian. German, Russian. Hebrew, Portuguese, Spanish 

— $8.95; "Land Navigation" — map reading, terrain as¬ 
sociation, symbols, compass navigation — $7.95; — Be 
Prepared — The life you save might be your own! T.N.T. 
Publications, P.O. Box 2046, Orlando, FL 32802. 

U.S. LEAF PATTERN CAMO Bandanna/Handkerchief, 
$2.50 3 for $6.00, A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 

NEED WEAPONS? Become a gun dealer at home, elimi¬ 
nate the middle-man! New gun dealers instruction 
course, 23 chapters, all application forms, $4.95, Federal 
laws; $2.00, State laws; $2.00, Directory 500 Wholesalers; 
$3.50, Class 3 License Manual; $3.00, Obtain concealed 
gun permits; $2.00, Catalog $1.00, Reddick, 1821-H 
Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107. 

ARMY CAMO FATIGUE CAPS, one size fits all $5.75. 
A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221._ 

VIETNAM 1967 — A collection of short stories Involving 
Special Forces operations including NVA/VC weapons 
and tactics. $5.00 per copy. Sgt. Rod Hinsch, 9022 Poplar 
Ave., Cotarl, CA 94928. 

U.S.SPECIAL FORCES BERETS, current Issue with 

Flash & Crest. $17.00 A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. M.C. & VISA Accepted! 

AIMPOINT ELECTRONIC SIGHT made in Sweden Reg. 
$179.95 Now $160.00. Aimpoint 3X Scope Attachment 
Reg.' $94.95 Now $90.00 postpaid. Send $1.00 for Color 
Brochure and list of Accessories. A.L.M., P.O. Box 
94102, Houston, TX 77018. (43) 

U.S. LEAF PATTERN CAMO FATIGUES, 1981 Pattern, 

Shirts Sm.-XIg. Pants 28-42 waist. $35.00 Suit $18.00 per 
piece. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. M.C. & 
VISA Accepted! 

FOR SALE M16 BANDOLIERS. $2.00 each. Dealer in- 
quires invited. MG Enterprises, Box 2294, Lawton, OK 
73502. (43) 

IJLS~ CAMOUFLAGE T-SHIRTS, Top Quality; $6.00 ppd., 

A.H.A., P.O.J3ox 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

ATTENTION MERCS: International staff, Ph.D. experts 
help you prepare for assignments. Maps, reports, travel, 
specialized research — any topic, any country. Details 
$3.00. Advanced Research, Inc., Box 248557, University 
Branch, Miami, FL 33124. 

U.S. ARMY Ranger Black Berets, current issue. $15.00 
ppd. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big money, Adventure. You 
can Learn how. Tracer, Box 1132-H, Doylestown, PA 
18901. 

U.S. LEAF PATTERN" CAMO Berets, ~Match Camo 

Fatigues $16.00 ppd. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221._ 

SURVIVAL FOODS. Be prepared for emergencies. Light 
weight, nitrogen packed, long term storage. Confiden¬ 
tial. SASE, PSi, P.O. Box 9751F, Colorado Springs, CO 
80932. (303) 599-4507. 

BERETS OF THE'wiLD GEESE, Enlistedman’s w/ln- 

signia $17.00, Officer’s w/lnsignla $21.00. A.H.A., P.O. 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. M.C. & VISA Accepted! 

FORMER DETECTivis SKILLS FOR SALE. Professional 

educated expensive. I’m good at it. Overt/covert I work 
alone. Discrete action. P.O. Box 161, Heavener, OK 
74937. (45) 

INFINITELY obligated for help to get U.S. Seaman's 
Papers and long run, non-passenger ship assignment 
J.B., 268 Nagle Ave., Apt. 4F, Inwood Station, New York, 
NY 10034. (44) 

MILITARY, SURVIVAL, Police equipment and publica- 
tions. Send $1.00 for our giant 1981 catalog. Killzone, 
Box 513, Warrensburg, MO 64093. 

ATTN I! Survival School, learn survival skills, weapons, 
hand-to-hand combat, bartering, first aid and many other 
skills of survival, write for info, and send SASE to Ar¬ 
mageddon Survival School, 1570 Jasmine Way, Morgan 
Hill, CA 95037. (44) 

WANTED, uniquely skilled for employment in Africa. 
Serious inquiries only! Send detailed resume to: Dr. 
Charles A. Martin, Director, Box 8, Buffaio, NY 14212. 

INTERNATIONAL EMPLOYMENT. We need mercenary 
thinking people, ox-military, body guards, police person¬ 
nel, and etc. Please send self-addressed and stamped 
envelope for application and Information to: INTERNA¬ 
TIONAL EMPLOYMENT, P.O. Box 1033, Lake Alfred, FL 
33850._ 

MIDDLE EAST: Qualified men and women experienced 
in desert warfare, intelligence, military strategy, rescue 
and escape operations. Mail resume and news clippings 
if any. Replies confidential, Melton, 1161 Benicia Rd., 
Vallejo, CA 94590. _ 


CHOKING TECHNIQUES, FOOT SWEEPS, defense 
against weapons. Control your adversary. Over 200 Il¬ 
lustrations. Written by a black belt police officer. Send 
$6.95 to Defensive Tactics, Post Office 6451, Portland, 
OR 97228. 

MERCENARY EMPLOYMENT WANTED. Possess my 
own gear. Contact: Steve Gregg, C/O Ray M. Smith, Rt. 1 
Kodak Rd., Kodak, TN 37765 or Phone (615) 933-2512. 

UZI OWNERS! Here are the conversion plans you have 
been looking for! A complete report with detailed de¬ 
scriptions and drawings for converting your semi¬ 
automatic UZI into a selective fire semi or auto weapon, 
with no machining required! Send $20.00 to Somerville, 
P.O. Box 70402, Ft. Bragg, NC 28307. 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS: Remote Control, Elec- 
tronic Detonation, Bugging, Wiretapping. For further in¬ 
formation send $1 to Alternative Technologies, P.O. Box 
4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. (43) 

EDUCATIONAL REPORT: “You Can Serve God and Re- 
duce Your Income Taxes by Fifty Percent." For further 
information send $1 to Alternative Technologies, P.O. 
Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

CBR FILTERS M13A2 greerTring, these stop NERVE 

AGENTS. For M17/M17A1 gas masks, $15.95. New, Gl is¬ 
sue M17 gas masks, $40.00. New, M6 rubber protective 
hood, $3.00. Send SASE for complete catalog. Master- 
charge and VISA accepted. Minimum Postage: $2.50. CA 
residents add 6% tax. JR Sales, 22943 Ingomar, Canoga 
Park, CA 91304. __ _ 

ARMY RADIOS: genuine G.l. main infantry units from 
Korea to Nam. PRC-6 Walkie-Talkies 47-54 MHz $32.50/ 
pair checked, $9.50 apiece repairable. PRC-10 Backpack 
Radio, tunable 38-54 MHz transceiver, less accessories: 
$275.0 checked, $13.50 repairable. Schematic, commer¬ 
cial battery and accessory information included. Add 
$3.50 checked, $13.50 repairable. Schematic, commer¬ 
cial battery and accessory information included. Add 
$3.50 shipping. Stephens, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. 

(43) ___ 

GUIDELINES for SurvIvalTThe Retreat Homestead. In¬ 
cludes; security systems, land selection, food storage, 
defense, shelter, etc. $5.00, Heritage, Box 136, Spring- 
field, IL 62705. 

BALISONG TECHNICAL TRACING, Daga Y Daga Fiii- 
prno Kali, In Fighting Combat System. Personalized In¬ 
struction by: Tuhon Leo T. Gaje, Jr., World Commis¬ 
sioner, Filipino Martial Arts. Contact: Balisong, Inc., 
3039 Roswell St., Los Angeles, CA 90065. (213) 258-7021. 

THE AMERICAN REVISED NATIVE INSTITUTE OF 

STICK FIGHTING (A.R.N.I.S.) holding seminars, special 
instructions for Law Enforcement and other private or¬ 
ganizations, police or military. Contact: Master Sam C. 
Tendencla, 3039 Roswell St., Los Angeles, CA 90065. 
(213) 258-7021. 

GENUINE BRITISH COMMANDO STILETTO'S manufacT- 

tured 1976 by John Clarke Limited, Sheffield for British 
Ministry of Defense. NATO Specifications #4658827. 
Complete w/Brass tipped scabbards. $39.95, GERBER/ 
LOVELESS "Gardian" $39.50. Kershaw SPECIAL-AGENT 
$35.00. Kershaw TROOPER $49.95. Case SHARKTOOTH 
$49.95. Victorinox TROOPER $13.75. EZELAP “M" 
$13.95. (Add 6% shipping to above prices)/ HACKMAN 
BALISONGS discontinued. U.S. CUSTOMS declares im¬ 
portation illegal. Half-priced “Survival Knives” Catalog! 
$1.50 gets you 40+ Photographic pages of the finest 
swordcanes, hollow-handles, daggers, throwers, 
hideouts, whetstones, & more. 100%-Satlsfactlon- 
Guaranteed, w/Discounts to 35%, PLUS monthly 
SOF/Catalog Specials, & Free Gifts w/all orders! 
SELECTLINE, Box 391SM, P.C., HI 96782. (Catalog 
Holders: “AES” Closeout!! White they last, Deduct 40% 
on ALL “COMBAT" knives only.) 

NEW "MONOGRAPHS — much more on KUAN SHU. #7 

“BASICS OF KICKING,■’ #6 “BLINDFOLDED 
SPARRING," #9 “INCH PUNCH,” #10 “ART OF INVISI¬ 
BILITY,” #11 “LAMA PALM,” #12 “WEIGHT LIFTING 
METHOD OF THE BOXERS OF INDIA.” Send certified 
check or moneV order to SHANNACH, 432 South 51 
West Avenue, Tulsa, OK 74127. $3.00 each or full set of 6 
only $15,00, (44) _____ _ 

FIGHTING KNIVES: Bagwell, Crawford, Pardue, com¬ 
plete Randall selection. List prices, immediate delivery. 
Catalog $1.00. Kenefick, 19 Leander, Danielson, CT 
06239. (45) 
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A'bA NEED A NEW IDENTITY? 

f .7X., 1 LAMINATED PHOTO I.D. 

\ «£«« / National authorized for each siate. 
\nps«^ Official in color & quality. 

^ Send $7.00 (2 for $12.00) cash or 
PIIOCO M.O. Sex. wt., height, color of hair & 
| eyes, birthdate, small photo, address. 

SEND * 1 00 FOR COLOR FOLDER ON t D S 
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Our'latest catalog and reference manual is here. Sixty 
8 V 2 " x 1 r photo-illustrated pages of U.S. Military clothing, 
equipment, and camping/survival goods The finest 
publication of its type in the industry. Same-day no-hassle 
service, world-wide shipping, and NO JUNK. Nothing more 
needs to be said. $1.00 postpaid. 

Southeastern Surplus, Inc. 

7202 Highway 85 Riverdale GA 30274 
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FOR SALE TO 
HIGHEST BIDDER: 

Late-Model Soviet Armament 
From Afghanistan 


DISPLAYED BELOW: 




Vulcan-type mini¬ 
gun from Russian 
Mi-24 helicopter 
gunship. 


Procured by Soldier of Fortune’s Intelligence- 
gathering operation In Southwest Asia. Bids must 
be consistent with the intelligence value of the 
Items, many of which have never before been seen 
in the West. Preferred buyers are U.S. or NATO 
intelligence agencies If they can convince seller 
that information will be disseminated quickly to 
free-world military forces. 

Among items for sale: 

1) Soviet PFM-1 air-dropped anti-personnel 
mine. Plastic body contained liquid explosive and 
cock-spring trigger. Contains sufficient residue of 
explosive for qualitative analysis. 

2) Sight for head-up display, believed but not 
guaranteed to be rocket sight for Ml-24 helicopter 
gunship. 

3) GPK-59 horizonal flight compass, believed but 
not guaranteed to be from Mi-24. 

4) Fire-extinguisher control box, believed but 
not guaranteed to be from Mi-24. 

5) Vulcan-type recoil-operated, three-barrel mini¬ 
gun from Mi-24. This item in safe house in 
Afghanistan. Seller can deliver, subject to 
unavoidable uncertainties inherent in movement In 
the region. Buyer is responsible for transport out 
of region. 


6) 30mm round from new Soviet AGS-l^^^iade 

launcher ^ 

7) Launch tube for Rus lAW 

Seller has access to other equipment, including 
AK-74 rifles and ammo, RPK-74 light machine gun, 
Soviet LAWs, etc. As we go to press, we are in the 
process of procuring an AGS-17 grenade launcher. 
Seller will endeavor to obtain specific Soviet 
equipment at buyer’s request. In some cases, 
seller may have difficulty in delivery from 
Southwest Asia. 

Buyers must prove to seller’s satisfaction that 
equipment will not be delivered to communist 
governments. Items one through four may be 
viewed by potential buyers at Soldier of Fortune’s 
offices in Bouider, Colo., at a time mutually 
convenient to buyer and seller. Glossy black-and- 
white photographs of numbered items available for 
$10 each. Buyer’s identity and purchase price will 
remain confidential. 



Bids must be 
received by 
30 March 1981 


SOLDIER o' FORTUNE 

Attn: Soviet Armament 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
No phone calls accepted 
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THE SURVIVOR 

VOLUMES 1,2, 3 & 4 14x11%... $10.00 ea. or set of 4 for $35.00 

Each volume Is made up of 12 monthly Issues of THE SURVIVOR, reworked, enlarged and indexed. 
Each has hundreds of entries on money-saving, money-making trades, crafts, hobbies and overall 
Survival projects. 19th Century science and technology from many sources is featured throughout all 
volumes. As our technology falls, that of simpler times can be substituted by anyone who can read. Your 
key to survival is knowing what the doomed will never learn. 

THE SURVIVOR Is a goldmine of Ideas for the self-reliant. Set up a home business. Protect your 
family. Insure the survival of the best of your line. 

Aside from what’s happening now, THE SURVIVOR shows you how people did things in the last 
century. You can utilize the best of your ancestor’s knowledge to ride out the worst of the chaos which 
Is sure to come. $10.00 each or the complete set of four for $35.00. 

“The four bound volumes of THE SURVIVOR are a must”, Mel Tappan, Guns & Ammo, August 1979. 



THE POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND 
14%x11 ..$10.00 

The ultimate armed civilian. Now, in a single big 
volume, five books in one on improvised weaponry, 
pyrotechnics, etc. 

Defend your survival refuge and stores. Those 
who prepare to survive deserve to survive. The 
threat of desperate, maddened looters makes this 
book the most important in your Survival library. 


THE SURVIVOR 

Volume 5 12 Issue Subscription $ 10.00 

While other periodicals and newsletters simply keep score 
on our downward spiraling economy. THE SURVIVOR tells 
how to escape the fate of the common herd. A continuation 
of Vol. 4, Vol. 5 has more instructive editorials, crafts, 19th 
and early 20th Century technology, kitchen chemistry, 
cottage industry, improvised weaponry, home businesses, 
building and a varied assortment of reprints illustrating the 
genteel life of the last century. 

.Also, the complete reprint of Lothrop Stoddard’s THE 

VICTORIA 

The Only Survival Publication For Women 

Since THE SURVIVOR was first published, numerous 
letters have been received complaining that whereas the 
male of the household is all for preparing for the worst, the 
female has been left out of the action. VICTORIA is on the 
way to taking survivalism out of its almost totally male- 
oriented image. 

VICTORIA offers women the female slant on survival, 
putting her in a place of equal responsibility for the 
continuance of the family in time of crisis. In it, she will find 
reprints of Victorian age how-tos on self-reliance, recipes, 
health care, sewing, toy making and many very lucrative ways 
to reproduce items from the past for the profitable nostalgia 
market. 

THE SURVIVOR is necessarily male-oriented because the 
field of survivalism is plainly dominated by males. Although it 
is natural for a normal male to anticipate danger to his mate 


REVOLT AGAINST CIVILIZATION. Published in 1922, the 
book warned of the menace of the Under Man. 58 years later 
the descendants of Stoddard’s Under Man fill our welfare 
rolls, our jails and the ranks of every leftist movement on this 
planet. Read and see how it all began, how it progressed and 
how it will end. Then make sure the Under Man, the genetic 
dregs of every race, cannot again get a foothold in future 
civilizations. 

I 

12 issue subscription $10.00 

and young, the mate is equally responsible for whatever 
protection and upkeep of the family unit she can supply. 

VICTORIA will have all those articles, reprints, how-tos 
which would have gone into THE SURVIVOR had they been 
more male-oriented. 

A main feature will be herbalism. With the scarcity of 
medicines, herbal remedies will be all most people have. The 
first herbal remedy in VICTORIA will be a simple, four herb 
substitute for Valium, Librium, Thorazine and other narcotic 
tranquilizers impossible to get soon. If a member of your 
family is dependent on a tranquilizer, insanity will follow a 
cutoff. But with these easily obtained herbs, the symptoms of 
depression, anxiety, anger, sleeplessness, etc. will be 
relieved; and without side effects. This formula is worth the 
price of the subscription. 


HERE’S HOW TO ORDER: 

On a separate sheet of paper please indicate which 
issues you want and send it with a check or money 
order to the address at right. Be sure to include your 
return address. 

Orders mailed day received. 

All books postpaid. 

Arkansas residents add 3% sales tax. 
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ATLAN FORMULARIES 
P.O. Box 327 
Harrison, AR 72601 















































